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TAURUS MILLENNIUM G2 By Paul Scarlata 



SO DAN WESSON .357 KNOCKOUT 

By Clair Rees 

Barrel-swap versatile and designed to devour recoil, 
the Model 715 kicks off DW’s revolver revival! 



Taurus’ new PT-111 is feature-packed 
and priced right for everyday carry. 




SPRINGFIELD XD M0D.2 4" SERVICE 

By Dennis Adler 

Go the distance with Springfield’s new 16+1, 

4-inch Service Model in 9mm. 




REDEFINED COMBAT .45 By David Bahde 

Meet the Witness 1 91 1 Polymer-Tanfoglio, 
the ultimate polymer, single-stack classic! 




RED-DOT ROCKIN’ SHADOW HAWK 

By D.K. Pridgen 

Get ready to shoot lights out with Nighthawk’s 
new smooth-shooting 9mm bird of prey! 



QUIET COMPACT RIOT By Rob Garrett 

Capped with a Gemtech GM-22, the M&P22 Compact 
is nothing short of plinking and training good times! 

SUBGUN WARRIOR By David Bahde 

Sig’s MPX-P 9mm CQB dominator 
redefines home-defense firepower! 

TOP .40 S&Ws By Dr. Martin D. Topper 

After 25 years, the .40 S&W caliber is still a 
formidable game-changer for personal defense. 

03 STEEIY EAGLE 1911 GSS By Paul Scarlata 

Magnum Research’s stainless steel Desert Eagle 1911 
GSS is ready to soar right out of the box. 
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DON’T BE A VICTIM 

COMPILED BY WILLIAM MILLER 
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IT HAPPENS TO ME 
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TAKING, 

COMMA! 

AGAIN^ 

TERROR 



Naval commanderprai^d for 
bravery during Chattdnqp^a\attack. 



I t was a nightmare come true last 
summer for a naval commander in 
Tennessee when a gunman crashed a 
car through his base's front gate and 
started shooting. Mohammad Youssef 
Abdulazeez used a rifle in the July 16, 

201 5, attack on the Navy Operational 
Support Center at Chattanooga, accord- 
ing to an FBI news release. 

The FBI also noted, "A service mem- 
ber fired at Abdulazeez from within the 
facility as he approached the building." 
Later, it was reported that the center's 
commander. Lieutenant Commander 
Timothy White, fired his personal 
handgun to repel the attack. A Marine 
also shot back at Abdulazeez, using a 
personal handgun according to various 
news reports. 

The attacker, however, still got into 
the building and shot at "those he en- 
countered," the FBI said. He killed four 
Marines and a sailor before Chattanooga 
police fatally shot him. The commander 
declined interviews, but "a source with 
knowledge of White's thinking" gave an 
explanation to a military newspaper. That 
person said White worried about recent 



calls by the Islamic State to attack troops 
at home, so he brought his handgun to 
work, according to a Navy Times report 
by David Carter. 

In another report, one of the surviving 
Marines told Carter that White's actions 
saved lives that day. "It allowed us a little 
time," Sergeant Jeff Cantu said. "As soon 
as that took place. Marines took that 
time to evacuate as best they could." 

Other news reports stated that White 
could have faced criminal charges 
because non-security military person- 
nel can't carry weapons while on duty 
unless they're in a combat zone. But in 
August, Carter and others reported that 
unnamed officials said criminal charges 
against White were "highly unlikely." 
Officials also pledged to boost security 
for troops stateside. 

A public outcry was already under- 
way. Former Congressman Allen West, 
a Republican, and Democrat Jim Webb, 
a former secretary of the Navy and 
senator, said White deserved a medal. 
And actor James Woods tweeted, "Yes, 
Timothy White should be 'punished.' 
Make him an Admiral." 



PROTECTING THE FLOCK 

Parishioner under attack rescued 
by church employee. 



A church in Boulder, Colorado, was 
no sanctuary last July for a woman 
attacked in the parking lot by her 
husband— that is, until a man with a 
concealed-carry license intervened. 
The rescue happened at the Sacred 



Heart of Jesus at 14th Street and 
Mapleton Avenue. Police told the 
Boulder Daily Camera that the CCL holder 
was a church employee. He knew the 
woman, a regular attendee, who suffered 
a stab wound to the abdomen. According 
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to police, as the 
husband pro- 
ceeded to put 
the knife to the 
woman's neck, 
the church 
employee drew 
his weapon and 
commanded 
the husband to 
stop. The man fled, but police sub- 
dued him nearby with a laser, a police 
spokeswoman said. She added that the 
woman survived the stab wound. 

Boulder County Jail records showed 
that the victim's husband, 47-year-old 
Heriberto Haro-Luna, was still behind 
bars as of September 201 5, facing 
multiple charges including attempted 
first-degree murder. 



HOLDUP 

HALTED 

Pistol-packing 
pizza man stops 
wouid-be teen robber, 

A teenager tried to rob a pizza deliv- 
ery man at gunpoint last summer 
in Norfolk, Virginia, but the driver also 
had a gun. That's how the 1 5-year-old 
robbery suspect landed in the hospital, 
police said in a news release. 

The incident happened at about 
9:30 p.m. in the 900 block of Galt Street 

in northeast 
Norfolk. The 
robber bran- 
dished a gun 
and demanded 
money, but the 
pizza man shot 
him, police said. 
Doctors treated 
the teen for 
"life-threatening 
injuries," but 
police said he 
was "expected 
to recover." Meanwhile, police added, 
"Investigators have charged the 1 5 year 
old with one count of robbery, and one 
count of use of a firearm in the commis- 
sion of a felony." 0D 



Tell Us Your Story! 

Combat Handguns pays $100 for each “It Happened 
To Me!” Letter that we print. Send yours to Combat 
Handguns, 1115 Broadway, New York, NY 10010 
or e-maiL to tacticaL-Lifefdharris-pub.com. Please 
include your full name, address, email and phone 
number (including area code). A signed release is 
required prior to publication. 
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SELF-DEFENSE & THE LAW 




Six real cases remind us why it’s smart to stay legally armed and 
alert after pulling out of your driveway, by massad ayoob 
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TED STATES is the world’s most 
nation, and we Americans 
luch of our time in our cars, 
[shows that we may have to use 
Iforce to defend ourselves, and 
[, in that environment. 

>e One: In June of 2013, an off-duty 
1 -American law enforcement of- 
from New Jersey named Joe Walker 
iriving in Maryland with his wife and 
iren when he accidentally crossed 
another lane. This angered a couple 
Caucasian men in a vehicle in that 
?, who then maneuvered as if to run 
the Walker family vehicle off the road. 
Walker pulled safely to the roadside. The 
other men stopped and approached him 
aggressively, angrily snarling racial slurs 
at the off-duty officer. 

Fearing for his family's lives. Walker 
identified himself as a law enforcement 
officer, drawing his badge with one hand 
and his off-duty gun with the other. When 
one of the men came at him. Walker 
stopped him with three shots. The 
wounds proved fatal. 

Charged with murder. Walker was 
tried in the summer of 2014 and acquit- 
ted on all counts. The jury had realized 
that the defendant's actions were justifi- 
able: Walker was facing a disparity of 
force, and if the assailant and his friend 
gained control of Walker’s gun, then 
the officer’s wife and kids would be in a 
particularly deadly situation. 

® ROAD HAZARDS 

In April of 2015 in Smyrna, Georgia, a 
"carjacking” took place that we’ll call 
Case Two. The scene was a car wash. 




“The 47-year-old Good 
Guy drew his handgun and 
returned fire with six shots. 
Several of his bullets struck 
the gunman...'' 



The woman who owned the vehicle tried 
desperately to stop the man, finally leap- 
ing onto the hood of her car as he drove 
it away. The cruel thief responded by 
accelerating the vehicle. 

A Smyrna city employee who hap- 
pened to be at the carwash on his own 
time also happened to be licensed to 
carry a concealed handgun. Realizing 



that the woman was now in danger of be- 
ing thrown from the hood of the speed- 
ing car and killed or horribly crippled, 
he drew his semi-automatic pistol from 
under his polo shirt and stopped the 
deadly carjacker the only way he could: 
He shot him. 

Wounded in the shoulder and upper 
torso, the carjacker slowed, stopped and 
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tumbled out of the car. The armed citizen 
held him at gunpoint until police arrived. 
The wounded thug was arrested, the 
female victim escaped serious injury and, 
far from being in trouble, the armed Good 
Samaritan was publicly hailed as a hero 
for saving the woman. 

Case Three was recorded in Tucson, 
Arizona, some years ago. A madman 
murdered his father and stole his slain 
dad’s car By the next day, perhaps fear- 
ing the body had been discovered and 
police might be looking for the vehicle, 
he decided he needed new wheels and 
carjacked a woman on the street. 

Passing by in an unmarked unit. Dr. 
Richard Carmona, a police surgeon, saw 
what was happening. He drew his de- 
partment-issued sidearm and identified 
himself. The gunman opened fire, and the 
physician returned fire. When it was over, 
the doc had a crease in the scalp from a 
9mm bullet, the woman had been safely 
rescued and the murderer lay dead in the 
street. Dr Richard Carmona would later 
serve a term as surgeon general of the 
United States. 

Case Four takes us back to the year 
1 959. A thief apparently bent on robbery 
and grand theft auto picked the wrong 
victim when he jumped into a parked 
car in New York City and pulled a gun 
on the occupant. That occupant was 
off-duty NYPD Officer Mario Biaggi, who 
promptly drew his .38 and emptied it into 
the malefactor. Biaggi was wounded in 
the shootout but healed uneventfully; the 
armed robber was killed. 

Ironically, Biaggi went on to become 
a celebrated politician notorious for his 
anti-gun views, until he was convicted 
of corruption charges and sent to prison 
in disgrace that lasted until his death in 
2015. It was hard to understand how a 
man whose life was saved by a concealed 
defensive handgun would want to deny 
other good people the right to the same 
self-protection. 

® EDC BACKUP 

Professional drivers often spend more 
time at the wheel than they do in their 
own living rooms or beds. It is not sur- 
prising to find them in that work environ- 
ment when they need guns to defend 
themselves and others. 

In April of 2015, Case Five unfolded 
at Logan Square on North Milwaukee 
Avenue in Chicago. A criminal with a gun 
wildly opened fire into a crowd. One of the 
horrified witnesses was an Uber driver 
who had taken advantage of the fact that 
the state of Illinois had finally established 
"shall issue” concealed-carry permit- 
ting. The 47-year-old Good Guy drew his 




handgun and returned fire with six shots. 
Several of his bullets struck the gun- 
man, seriously wounding him and ending 
the terrible danger Authorities soon 
announced that the defensive-minded 
Uber driver would not be charged with 
anything. It was generally recognized that 
his quick, decisive action had probably 
prevented a mass murder 

Shortly thereafter, Uber announced 
that its vehicles would be "gun-free 
zones" and Uber drivers would not be 
allowed to be armed. It is hard to imagine 
a more stark example of a 1 80-degree 
spinout from reason and common sense 
in regards to self-defense. 

Speaking of lives saved by "shall 
issue” carry laws, long before the Uber 
incident, CaseSixtook place in Miami. 
Florida had just passed "shall issue” in 
the late 1980s when Mark Yuhr became 
the first person whose life was saved by 
the legislation. A taxi driver, he picked 
up a fare who turned out to be a Cuban 
criminal who had come to the U.S. via 
the infamous Mariel boatlift. Soon, the 
"Marielito” pulled a stolen 9mm pistol 
on Yuhr and demanded all his money. 
Stopped at the roadside, Yuhr willingly 
turned over the cash, but the gunman 
became angry that it wasn't enough and 
viciously ordered him out of the car 

As he stepped out, Yuhr, certain that 
he was about to be executed, went for his 
own cocked-and-locked 1911. Moments 
later, the would-be murderer was dead, 
hit by all seven of Yuhr's 185-grain bul- 
lets before he could trigger a single shot 
from his stolen gun. 

Yuhr was let go by the taxi company 
after the shooting, but he went on to a 
successful career in private security. As 
with all the above cases except Walker, 
who was acquitted at trial, Yuhr suffered 
no legal repercussions. Clearly, self- 
defense in and around one's vehicles 
is a scenario that warrants thoughtful 
preparation beforehand. 0D 
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Taurus’ new PT-111 is feature-packed, 

priced right and sized for everyday cari^.. 
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THE FIRM OF TAURUS FORJAS of Port(^ 
Alegre, Brazil, is the largest handgun f 
manufacturer in Latin America. The / 
company began making handguns in/ 
1941, and in 1968 it entered the U.S.^ 
market where, thanks to its quality and 
economical prices, it quickly became a 
major player. «i 

It will come as no surprise that the 
PT-1 1 1 Millennium G2 uses a polymer 
frame. The use of polymers for hand- 
gun frames and internal components 
began in the 1980s and took the firearms 
world by storm because the material 
proved capable of standing up to service 
and wear as well as, if not better, than 
metal; it had excellent resistance to 
moisture, salts, wear, oils and solvents; 
the material is significantly lighter than 
metal; polymer frames flex under recoil, 
absorbing some of the recoil pulse; and 
polymer components could be produced 
faster and cheaper than those made 
from metal. Today just about every 
handgun manufacturer in the world 
offers pistols and/or revolvers featuring 
"plastic" frames. 

O COVERT 9MM 

Taurus designed the G2 specifically 
for concealed carry by licensed civil- 
ians and police officers. It is available 
chambered in either 9mm or .40 S&W, 
and it features a machined, blued steel 
slide (stainless slides are optional) with 
sharply cut cocking serrations and a 
large external extractor. The ejection 
port has been lowered and flared to 
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ensure that spent cases get out of the 
way quickly and reliably, while a loaded- 
chamber indicator resides atop the slide 
where it provides a visual and tactile 
indication of the pistol’s condition. 

Oval relief cuts on the forward part of 
the slide give the pistol a distinct profile 
while holding down weight for reliable 
operation with a variety of loads. All of 
the edges are beveled for comfort and 



to reduce the likelihood that the pistol 
could hang up when being drawn from 
concealment. 

The front sight blade contains the 
usual white dot. The rear sight features 
dual dots to aid in sight alignment and, 
uncommon on this class of pistol, it 
is fully adjustable for elevation and 
windage. On the right rear of the slide, 
below the rear sight, is a small button 



The pistol's 
ergonomics 
proved first rate 
and the grip- 
to-frame angle 
was such that 
when I brought 
the pistol to eye 
level, the sights 
were already 
aligned... 
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into which you can insert a provided key 
to activate the Taurus Security System, 
which prevents unauthorized firing of the 
pistol when in the locked position. 

Aggressively textured panels on the 
sides, front and rear of the grip frame 
provide a firm purchase that is accentu- 
ated by the finger-rest extension maga- 
zine baseplate which allows a full, three- 
finger grip. The gun's double-column 
magazine holds an even dozen rounds of 
9mm ammo, and 10-round magazines 
are available for those poor souls living 
in states where politicians have infringed 
on Second Amendment rights. 

All of the controls are easily acces- 
sible without moving the pistol around in 
your hand and positive in operation. The 
pistol's ergonomics proved first rate and 
the grip-to-frame angle was such that 
when I brought the pistol to eye level, the 
sights were already aligned on the object 
I was looking at. A nice touch is the ac- 
cessory rail, which allows the mounting 
of tactical lights or lasers, which would 
be especially useful if the pistol is used 
for home defense. 



O SAFE STRIKER 

Most of the striker-fired pistols on the 
market today do not feature an external, 
manual safety. The G2 differs in being 
fitted with an external thumb safety that, 
when engaged, immobilizes both the 
trigger and slide. The safety is well posi- 
tioned and swiping it off with the thumb 
of your right hand as the pistol is drawn 
is almost a natural action. 

Additional safety is provided via a 
lever on the face of the G2’s trigger, 
which must be completely depressed or 
it blocks trigger movement, and a firing 
pin block that is only disengaged by a full 
stroke of the trigger. 

The G2 is a striker-fired pistol that 
brings us to yet another feature that 



mm SPECIFICATIONS 




1 Caliber 


9mm 


1 Barrel 


3.2 inches 


i OA Length 


6.24 inches 


1 Weight 


22 ounces (empty) 


1 Grip 


Polymer 


1 Sights 


Three-dot 


1 Action 


Striker-fired 


^ Finish 


Matte black 


E Capacity 


12+1 


1 MSRP 


$301 
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toads amo, into magazines faster 
and easier than ever: 



TAURUS PT-111 MILLENNIUM G2 i 




TAURUS PT-111 MILLENNIUM G2 



LOAD VELOCITY ACCURACY 



CorBon 147 
Performance Match 


820 


1.60 


Federal Premium 
135 Hydra-Shok 


1,021 


2.00 


Liberty Civil 
Defense 50 +P 


1,919 


2.00 


Sig Sauer Elite 
Performance 
124 V-Crown 


1,112 


1.90 



The snag-free G2 
has white-dot 
sights and a large 
ejection port 
for enhanced 
reliability. 



BULLET WEIGHT MEASURED IN GRAINS, VELOCITY IN 
EPS BY CHRONOGRAPH AND ACCURACY IN INCHES 
FOR BEST FIVE-SHOT GROUPS AT 15 YARDS. 



sets it apart from the competition— its 
double-action/single-action trigger. 
When the pistol is cocked, the trigger 
has a long, light take-up before a crisp 
single-action let-off. But unlike most 
striker-fired designs on the market 
today, the trigger provides a reassuring 
double-strike capability. 

In case of a misfire, you do not have 
to partially retract the slide to reset the 
striker— you just pull the trigger through 
a somewhat heavier stroke for a second 
try at a stubborn primer. I believe this 
is an excellent feature and one that is 
missing on many of today’s striker-fired 
pistols. It should also be noted that the 
trigger on the G2 I tested had a very 
short reset that could be both felt and 
heard, which is a nice feature for making 
slow, precise shots. 

® TO THE RANGE 

Accuracy testing was conducted from 
1 5 yards by firing a series of five-shot 
groups off an MTM K-Zone rest with 
9mm factory ammo loaded with four 
different bullet weights. Apparently, the 
pistol had been zeroed before it left the 
factory, as all of my groups were close 
enough to the point of aim that I did not 
have to touch the adjustment screws on 
the rear sight at all. 

I then set up a combat target and 
ran the G2 through a series of drills. As 
I did not have a suitable holster, each 



drill began with me holding the pistol at 
the "low ready” position. From 5 yards, I 
lifted the pistol and fired six rounds with 
a supported grip. I then switched the 
pistol to my weak hand and repeated the 
drill. At 7 yards, I fired six sets of double- 
taps, lowering the pistol between each 
two-shot string. Finally, from 10 yards, 

I lifted the pistol and fired 1 2 rounds 
through slow, aimed fire. 

The pistol’s recoil was very control- 
lable and overall handling was excellent, 
which, combined with light trigger pull 
and large, easy-to-see sights, allowed 
me to put ever single round— except one 
that mysteriously wandered out into the 
8 ring— inside the confines of the higher 
scoring zones of the target. That’s not 
too shabby a performance for the first 
time out with an untried pistol. 

The finger-rest extension on the 
magazine permitted a secure purchase 
that, when combined with the aggres- 
sive texturing and ergonomics of the 
grip, resulted in enhanced recoil control, 
especially for a pistol this light. 

I found Taurus’ PT-1 1 1 Millennium 
G2 a fine-handling, easy-shooting pistol 
that would be a very practical choice for 
concealed carry by civilians or police 
officers, home or business defense, 
and it has the added benefit of retailing 
for considerably less than many of its 
competitors. For more information, visit 
taurususa.com or call 800-327-3776. 0D 



combathandguns.com 








VERSATILE MILLENNIUM G2 









Lightweight 22 oz. Short, crisp 

polymer frame SA/DA 

ideal for concealed carry trigger pull 



Picatinny 
accessory rail 
MlL-STD-1913 



9mm 

or 

.40 cal 



View the complete Millennium G2 
specs at TaurusUSAxom. 



REVOLUTIONARY 

PERFORMANCE 
NTHINKABLE 

ICE TAG 





WANT TO 

SHOOT 



ROUNDS 
UNDER 

With the extensive line of authentic 
Umarex Action Pistols, you can train 
without traveling to the range. They are 
authentic in shape, weight, and feel, 
like their firearm counterparts, but use 
readily available, low cost ammunition. 

See them inaction here: 
ActionPistols.com/CombatHands 
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TAURUS PT-111 MILLENNIUM G2 




B imE PmCED-iaBHT BffEimS 




EAA WITNESS PAVONA 
POLYMER COMPACT 

Unlike nnost senni-auto pistols, the EAA 
Pavona’s rails are on the inside of the frame 
and run the length of the slide for full support, 
smoother cycling and consistent lockup. 

This feature also lets the slide sit deeper in 
the frame, lowering the bore axis for reduced 
muzzle flip. A manual thumb safety allows 
“cocked and locked” carry, and the polymer 
frame is available in five attractive colors. 
(eaacorp.com; 321-639-4842) 




ROGER 9E 

The 9E offers the new shooter a quality pistol 
at an affordable price. It is technically and 
structurally identical to Roger’s SR9, and it 
includes such features as a glass-filled nylon 
frame, a steel slide, ambidextrous magazine 
releases and manual safeties, a magazine 
disconnect safety, a reversible grip backstrap 
and a rail for tactical accessories. But minor 
changes to the slide, finish and sights mean 
the MSRP is more than $100 less than the 
SR9. (ruger.com) 



Specifications 
Caliber ► 9mm 
Barrel ► 3.6 inches 
OA Length ► 7.3 inches 
Weight ► 30.4 ounces (empty) 
Grip ► Polymer 
Sights ► Three-dot 
Action ► DA/SA 
Finish ► Fandango 
Capacity ► 13+1 



Specifications 

Caliber ► 9mm 

Barrel ► 4.1 inches 

OA Length ► 7.5 inches 

Weight ► 27.2 ounces (empty) 

Grip ► Glass-filled nylon 

Sights ► Fixed, windage adjustable 

Action ► Striker-fired 

Finish ► Black oxide 

Capacity ► 17+1 



MSRP ► $403-$434 



MSRP ► $429 





SMITH & WESSON SD9 VE 



Known for its simplicity, ruggedness 
and attractive price, the C-9 features a 
die-cast-steel-reinforced slide atop a 
polymer frame with separate grip panels. 
Features include simple blowback opera- 
tion, three-dot sights, a manual safety, a 
magazine disconnect, as well as eight- 
and 10-round magazines. The pistol is 
also +P rated, (hi-pointfirearms.com) 



The SD9 VD’s stainless steel slide has dual 
grasping grooves, dovetailed sights and a 
distinctive two-tone finish. The aggressively 
textured polymer frame provides enhanced re- 
coil control, and it also has a rail for mounting 
tactical accessories. The Self Defense Trigger 
provides a consistent trigger pull, and the 
double-stack magazine holds 16 rounds. 
(smith-wesson.com; 800-331-0852) 



Specifications 

Caliber ► 9mm 

Barrel ► 3.5 inches 

OA Length ► 6.75 inches 

Weight ► 29 ounces (empty) 

Grip ► Polymer 

Sights ► Three-dot 

Action ► DAO 

Finish ► Matte black 

Capacity ► 8+1 

MSRP ► $189 



Specifications 
Caliber ► 9mm 
Barrel ► 4 inches 
OA Length ► 7.2 inches 
Weight ► 22.7 ounces (empty) 
Grip ► Polymer 
Sights ► Three-dot 
Action ► Striker-fired 
Finish ► Two-tone 
Capacity ► 16+1 
MSRP ► $389 
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The polymer-framed XD pistol sports a tactical 
accessory rail, ambidextrous magazine re- 
leases, a grip safety and Springfield Armory’s 
Ultra Safe Assurance trigger system. The 
machined steel slide features front and rear 
grasping grooves and steel sights, while a 
loaded-chamber and cocked-striker indica- 
tors provide visual and tactile indications of 
the pistol’s condition. Unlike some of the 
competition, disassembly of the Springfield 
XD is especially easy, (springfield-armory. 
com; 800-680-6866) 

Specifications 
Caliber ► 9mm 
Barrel ► 4 inches 
OA Length; 7.3 inches 
Weight ► 28 ounces (empty) 

Grip ► Polymer 

Sights ► Dovetail front, 3-dot rear 
Action ► Striker-fired 
Finish ► Melonite 

Capacity ► 16+1 
MSRP ► $473 




TAURUS 738 TCP 

The 738 TCP is an affordable choice for those 
needing a deep-cover pistol. The polymer 
frame holds weight down to 10.2 ounces, the 
stainless steel frame provides protection from 
wear, perspiration and the elements, while 
the DAO trigger makes for simple operation. 

A textured grip makes for good recoil control 
while the low-profile fixed sights allow a snag- 
free presentation from concealment. 
(taurususa.com; 800-327-3776) 

Specifications 

Caliber ►. 380 ACP 
Barrel ► 2.84 inches 
OA Length ► 5.25 inches 
Weight ► 10.2 ounces (empty) 

Sights ► Three-dot 
Action ► DAO 
Finish ► Matte black 
Capacity ► 6 + 1 
MSRP ► $355 
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Steel Core Gun Belts 



STURDY STEEL CORE ^ 
ENGLISH BRIDLE LEATHER 
MILITARY GRADE STITCHING 



LEGENDRRV 







PREMIUM 1911 PARTS, 
ACCESSORIES &GEAR 



Stainless II .45 ACP with Kimber® 
Custom Shop™ parts & finish, along 
with Rimfire Target Conversion Kitl" 



V Magazines 

V Grips 

V Leather 

>■ Night Sights 
>■ .22 LR Conversions 



V Less- Lethal 
Custom Parts 

V Premium Finishes 
>• Logo Apparel 

>■ Custom Shop 



Order at kimberamerica.com or 
(888) 243-4522, or visit a Kimber Master Dealer 

D 201 1 Kimber Mfg., Inc. All rights reserved. Information and specifications are for reference only and subject to change without notice. 







Weighing 27.5 ounces unloaded, 
the new XD Mod.2 4-Inch Service 
Model from Springfield Armory is a 
comparative lightweight in this full- 
sized, duty-ready handgun category. 



IN 2015, SPRINGFIELD ARMORY 

upgraded its XD Sub-Compact line to 
the plod. 2 series. And now the latest 
XD plod. 2 pistol takes things just a little 
further— about 1 inch further— with a 
new, 4-inch-barreled Service Model 
chambered in 9mm. 

/ Based on Springfield’s latest update 
to the established XD series, introduced 
in 2002, the new Mod.2 versions are 
e combination of the proven 3-inch- 
parreled XD Sub-Compact with features 
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from Springfield's highly successful 
XD-S series. With more than a decade 
of XD design experience under its belt, 
Springfield took the best aspects of 
the original XD Sub-Compact and the 
improvements made to the XD-S and put 
them together in the Mod.2. 

More than an amalgam of two guns, 
the Mod.2 series sports a re-contoured 
polymer frame and slide interface that 
gives them a cleaner, more integrated 
look than any previous XD model. One 



important advantage to the Mod.2's 
design is that it retains the original 
striker status indicator (actually the back 
of the striker), which protrudes slightly 
from the rear of the slide. This is one 
very quick way to tell if the action has 
been cycled and ready to fire. It does 
not, however, guarantee that a round is 
chambered. To make that determination, 
you can use the gun's loaded-chamber 
indicator, which rises slightly behind the 
top of the ejection port, appearing just 
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In addition to a longer 4-inch barrel, 
the slide features more front and rear 
serrations along with standard XD 
Mod.2 features, like the polymer frame 
and its innovative Grip Zone texturing. 



SPECIFICATIONS 


SPRINGFIELD XD MOD.2 
4-INCH SERVICE MODEL 


Caliber 


9mm 


Barrel 


4 inches 


OA Length 


7.3 inches 


Weight 


27.5 ounces lempty) 


Grip 


Polymer 


Sights 


Fiber-optic front, combat rear 


Action 


Striker-fired 


Finish 


Matte black 


Capacity 


16+1 


MSRP 


$616 



under the sight line. These two quick 
visual or tactile checks clearly indicate 
the gun's status. 

0 TAKING HOLD 

At the heart of every Mod.2 pistol is the 
Grip Zone multi-surface texturing that's 
built into the molding of the lightweight 
polymer frame and interchangeable 
backstrap panels. The Grip Zone has its 
most aggressive texturing around the 
three-quarter panel where the palm 



swell and the first joint of the fingers 
wrap around the grip. The front and rear 
surfaces are the second most aggres- 
sively textured where the palm and the 
inside of the fingers grasp the pistol. In 
combination, the textures contribute to 
maintaining a more secure grip as the 
gun recoils, even under conditions where 
one's hands might be a little sweaty. 

The multiple gripping surfaces also 
work extremely well with leather tactical 
gloves to keep the pistol firmly in hand. 
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SPRINGFIELD XD MOD.2 4-INCH SERVICE MODEL 



“The entire line of XD models... 
has proven faultless for me 
through a variety of tests over 
the years, and this latest 4-inch 
Service Model is no different." 



The two-dot rear sight is quick to 
acquire, and a loaded-chamber 
indicator is located behind the 
ejection port. When it is 
raised, a round is in 
the chamber. 



The remainder of the Grip Zone textur- 
ing is a mild pebble grain that covers the 
grip’s side panels (which have the words 
“Grip Zone” embossed into them) and 
extends to the entire frame, again con- 
tributing to the Mod.Z's integrated look. 
Additionally, the Mod. 2 triggerguard is 
now rounded at the front like the latest 
XD-S models, rather than being squared 
off like earlier XD series. 

A more curved and slightly nar- 




rower slide offers improvements with 
Springfield's Posi-Wedge rear slide ser- 
rations, providing five deep grooves 
to help reduce the chance for slippage 
when racking the slide. The 4-inch 
Service Model adds three additional 
grooves at the front of the slide. The big 
news for the Mod. 2 in general, and new 
4-inch Service Model in particular, is 
sighting. XD Mod. 2 slides are equipped 
with the same red fiber-optic front sight 

Note the striker status indicator 
at the rear of the slide as well as 
the pistol's wide rear serrations. 



and combat-style white-dot rear sights 
used on the XD-S models. This gives the 
Mod. 2 the same capability to sight in the 
target under a greater variety of lighting 
conditions. The sights are also dovetailed 
for individual sighting preferences and 
windage adjustments. 

(§) DO-IT-ALL NINE 

Tipping the scale at 27.5 ounces 
unloaded, the 4-inch Service Model is 
comparatively lightweight for this hand- 
gun category, with the gun measuring 
7.3 inches in length, 5.5 inches in height, 
from the base of the magazine to the 
top of the low-profile combat rear sight, 
and 1 .125 inches in width (including the 
slide, frame and slide release lever). The 
standard capacity for the new Service 
Model is 16+1 . 

The Mod.2's superb grip angle and 
high beavertail and grip safety work in 
combination with Springfield's Ultra 
Safety Assurance blade trigger to pro- 
vide double safeties when handling and 
bolstering the pistol. With carry in mind, 
the new Service Model is suitable for 
duty use or concealed carry, and, with its 
longer barrel and improved sights, it also 
makes a good competition pistol for both 
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THE HUGER 




WIDE DLUMINUM TRIGGER PHOTDLUM1NE5CENT SIGHT STD1NLE5S GUIDE RDD 




The Ruger® LCP® Custom is a compact .380 Auto pistol designed with the shooter in mind. 

Affordable and comfortable, the Ruger® LCP® Custom is perfect for licensed carry for personal protection, or 
as a backup firearm for law enforcement. The Ruger® LCP® Custom features a polished, stainless steel guide 
rod; a wide red-anodized, skeletonized aluminum trigger for a lighter felt trigger pull; a photoluminescent front 
sight for low light conditions; and a square edge, drift adjustable rear sight that facilitates slide manipulation. 



Join Ruger and help us raise $4,000,000 for the NRA. 

VISIT: RUGER.COM/2MILLION 




MILLION 

GUN CHALLENGE 

NRA 




©2015 Sturm, Ruger & Co., Inc. 
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SPRINGFIELD XD MOD.2 4-INCH SERVICE MODEL 



I 




''It is dependablCp accurate... 
and touah as a railroad 
spike for aurability.'' 



IPSC and IDPA matches. 

Every Mod. 2 comes with its own 
injection-molded, form-fit belt hol- 
ster and a double magazine pouch, so 
right out of the box it is ready to go for 
everyday carry or practical shooting 
competitions. There are also a variety of 
premium leather and Kydex rigs on the 
market made for the XD series. 

® XTREME TESTING 

Using Federal American Eagle 150-grain 
full metal jacket (FMJ) ammo at a range 



of 1 5 yards, the best five-round group 
measured 1.24 inches in the 10 and 
X rings with two rounds almost in the 
same hole. The second series of tests 
were conducted using higher-velocity 
defensive ammunition, including Sig 
Sauer’s Elite Performance V-Crown 
124-grain jacketed hollow points (JFIPs) 
and Federal Premium's 124-grain Flydra- 
Shok JFIPs. While the Federal American 
Eagle ball ammo clocked 1,185 fps 
through the chronograph's traps, the 
Federal Flydra-Shok traveled at 1 ,095 fps 




The red fiber- 
optic front 
sight is easy to 
center between 
the rear sight's 
two white dots. 
Also note the 
grip safety 
included as 
part of the XD 
pistol's high- 
rise beavertail. 





INFIDEL 

What is ynur ingla? 



RavErse 



Straight 



FB! Forward 




We took everything you love about a 1911 and made it smaller and more convenient to carry. It's all steel, 
but surprisingly lightweight and durable. And we didn't forget the little things - like multiple safeties 
and low profile snag-free sights. This is gonna be big. Relatively speaking. 



www.RocklsIandArmory.com 







XD MOD.2 4-INCH SERVICE 





The all new AUG A3 Ml and the L9-A1 pistol, 
the perfect combination for sports shooters and 
law enforcement professionals, alike. 




AUG A3 Ml Rifle 

The new multi-configurable AUG A3 M1 variant of the Steyr’s 
venerable bullpup platform marks the introduction of MUD 
and the return of OD Green to its stock color options and adds 
new features like a front Quick-Disconnect Sling Swivel to 
classic characteristics like the quick-detach 16-inch barrel and 
battle-proven short-stroke gas-piston operation. It is available in 
Short-Rail, High-Rail and Integrated Optic versions with either a 
1 .5X or 3X scope. At 28.1 5 inches, Y SBR? 



For more information visit 

www.steyrarms.com 

Phone: [205] 417.8644 




L-A1 Pistol 

Featuring a full-length slide, 4.5-inch cold-hammer-forged 
barrel and 17-round magazine capacity for its 9x1 9mm huger 
chambering and 12 rounds for .40 S&W, the new L-A1 service 
pistol was designed for the serious shooter to serve the duai role 
of a duty and sporting handgun. With its comfortable ergonomics, 
a remarkably low bore axis, a crisp short-reset trigger, extreme 
reliability and amazing accuracy, the L-A1 is the perfect partner 
on the range and off. 




STEYR 

ARMS 



H PERFORMANCE 


SPRINGFIELD XD MOD.2 
4-INCH SERVICE MODEL 9mm 


LOAD 


VELOCITY 


ACCURACY 


Federal American 
Eagle115FMJ 


1,185 


1.24 


Federal124 
Hydra-Shok JHP 


1,095 


1.75 


Sig Sauer Elite 

Performance 

V-Crown124JHP 


1,125 


1.20 



BULLET WEIGHT MEASURED IN GRAINS, VELOCITY IN EPS 
BY CHRONOGRAPH AND ACCURACY IN INCHES FOR BEST 
FIVE-SHOT GROUPS AT 15 YARDS. 




and Sig Sauer's Elite Performance JHP 
had an average velocity of 1 ,1 25 fps. 

Firing five-round groups off-hand 
from 1 5 yards, the best five shots v\/ith 
the Hydra-Shok ammo covered 1 .75 
inches in the X ring, and aiming to the 
lov\/er right of the 9 ring, five Sig V-Crov\/n 
rounds came together at 1 .2 inches with 
two overlapping. 

The entire line of XD models, the 
XD-S and the new Mod. 2 in particular, 
has proven faultless for me through a 
variety of tests over the years, and this 
latest 4-inch Service Model is no differ- 
ent. It is dependable, accurate, very easy 
to disassemble for cleaning and tough as 
a railroad spike for durability. With all of 
its standard features (there is virtually 
nothing to upgrade), the XD Mod. 2 4-inch 
Service Model adds another handgun 
to the Springfield XD lineup that is truly 
greater than the sum of its parts. For 
more information visit springfield- 
armory.com or call 800-680-6866. 0D 



Editor’s NotOL 

Check out a video of the author putting the 
XD Mod. 2 4-inch Service Model through its 
paces on the range at tactical-life.com. 
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HECKLER & KOCH 



VP SERIES PISTOLS . . . 

STRIKER FIRED WITH NO COMPROMISE 
NOW WITH .40 CALIBER POWER. 



From the company that pioneered the first striker fired and polymer pistols more than forty 
years ago comes the reset the industry has been waiting for. The Heckler & Koch VP Series has 
all of the features that you're looking for in a handgun. VP pistols use HK's ergonomic handgun 
grip design that includes changeable backstraps and grip side panels — accommodating all 
hand sizes. Only HK handguns have such a personalized grip. 

The VP trigger surpasses those found on competitors and has been widely hailed as a ground- 
breaking component. It has a short, light take-up with a solid, single action type break followed 
by a short positive reset. Add in features like controls that are completely ambidextrous, HK's 
patented charging supports for better gripping to rack the slide rearward, and a cold hammer 
forged polygonal barrel made from cannon grade steel and you can see why this is a "No 
Compromise" pistol. 

All at a remarkable price and backed by Heckler & Koch's legendary German quality and an 
exceptional lifetime warranty. 



VP40 (.40 S&W) or VP9 (9 mm) with easy to change 
backstraps and grip panels for a personalized fit 














ENTRY-LEVEL 1911 



Meet the Witness 
Polymer 1911 
Tanfoglio, the 
ready-to-pack 
single-stack classic! 

BY DAVID BAHDE 



POLYMER FRAMES HAVE WORKED their 
way into virtually every aspect of hand- 
gun manufacture, including revolvers. 
Polymer-based handguns remain the 
first choice among most police agen- 
cies and concealed carriers, with even 
the military looking in that direction 
as well. Even the venerable 1911 has 
seen double-stacked, polymer-framed 
designs for years. 

Until now the only thing missing 
was a single-stack, polymer 1911 in .45 
AGP. There was no reason in particu- 
lar it wouldn't work, at least none that 
could be proven. Many polymer-framed 
handguns use steel inserts these days 



to deal with slide-to-frame 
fit, and the durability of poly- 
mer has never really proven to 
be problematic. The only real 
issue would seem to be the feed 
ramp, and that can be dealt with 
by using fully ramped barrels or 
even steel frames being inserted into 
polymer. It was just a matter of time be- 
fore this idea became a reality, and now 
European American Armory (EAA) has 
unveiled its Witness 1911 Polymer. 



\ \ -j.i-V'’ '■ remainder 

, \ of the frame. 

- - 4 - There is no metal- 

‘ to-polymer contact 

outside of the checkered, 
steel magazine release. The 
slide contains standard 
191 1 parts, too, including a standard 
guide rod and spring. The barrel bushing 
is steel and the return spring plug is 
plastic. Steel is used for the grip safety, 
the thumb safety, the slide release, 
the trigger and the plunger tube. The 
trigger's internals and pins are Series 
70 and all metal with a mid-reach, solid 



O REBORN WARHORSE 

The Witness uses a steel frame with 
polymer molded around it to complete 
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The pistol's polymer 
frame reduces weight. 
Even the rounded, 
serrated mainspring 
housing is polymer. 



From off-hand at 10 yards, 
it was possible to consistently 
get fist-sized groups 



SPECIFICATIONS 



EAA WITNESS 1911 POLYMER 



Caliber 


.45 ACP 


Barrel 


5 inches 


OA Length 


8.58 inches 


Weight 


32 ounces (empty) 


Grip 


Polymer 


Sights 


Dovetailed 


Action 


SA 


Finish 


Matte black 


Capacity 


8+1 


MSRP 


$580 



< 



trigger shoe. The pistol's hammer is 
a Tong hole" or skeletonized design. 
Polymer was used on the slightly 
rounded mainspring housing, and the 
grip safety is a full beavertail with an 
extended pad. There is no beveling on 
the mag well and the frontstrap is nei- 
ther stippled nor checkered. The trigger 
housing is round and smooth. The 
molded grip includes a front rail typical 
of similar 191 1 designs to accommodate 
lights and other accessories. 

A steel slide houses a standard, 
ramped .45 ACP barrel that is marked 
"CAL 45 ACP;” no match chamber is 
indicated. Cocking serrations are at 



the rear only. The Witness' front and 
rear sights are dovetailed, black and 
drift adjustable. The front sight is kept 
in place by a set screw. The rear sight is 
a standard design, not your typical low- 
profile sight for concealed carry. The 
pistol's grips are black, checkered and 
polymer. EAA ships the Witness 191 1 
pistol with one eight-round magazine 
in a small hard case. 

O LIGHTWEIGHT .45 

The Witness Polymer's weight is listed at 
32 ounces, which is about 8 ounces light- 
er than most full-sized 191 1 pistols and 
similar to some alloy-framed full-sized 



models. The finish on the pistol's frame 
was smooth with no sharp edges or 
molding marks. The mainspring housing 
has a slight hump at the bottom— it's not 
flat, but it's not rounded either. When 
holding and pointing the gun, it feels like 
a flat-housing-equipped pistol. 

The thumb safety was properly 
tensioned, delivering a solid "click" com- 
mensurate with most base-model 1911s. 
Similarly, the grip safety's tension was 
correct, and it bounced back nicely and 
functioned perfectly throughout testing. 
Serrations on the trigger provide a sure 
feel with a medium reach. The trigger's 
take-up was quite smooth and its break 
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THIS 



...is all that^ 





fraai yaar 
Dillon XL 6501 



I XL650 Bullet 

f — I Feed System consists of two 
\ main items, the GSI Rotary 
Bullet Feeder and the XL650Toolhead. 

The GSI Rotary Bullet Feeder uses a DG 
Electric Motor to rotate the hopper ring 
“counter-clockwise.’The hopper ring picks up 
bullets “Nose First” in the bottom of the 
bowl and delivers the correctly oriented 
bullets to the top of the hopper where 
they exit and travel down the bullet guide 
column. A microswitch on the column 
regulates the operation of the feeder as 
needed to keep the column full of bullets. 

The Integrated Feed Mechanism transfers the 
motion of the platform to rotate the bullet 
feed wheel counter-clocl<wise, delivering 
bullets ready for seating into the case. 

Bullet Feed Wheels and Seating Stems 
are made Galiber Specific for the best fit 
possible. Spare Toolhead assemblies can be 
ordered when you use the Rotary Hopper 
with similar calibers. GS/ Internationol Bullet 
Feed Systems are also available for Dillon 
Precisions RL and Super 1050s. 

Available in 9mm/.38 Super, 

1 0mm/.40 S&W, .45 ACP, 

.38 Special/.357 Magnum, and 
.223 Remington. 




INTERNATIONAL, INC. 



www.gsiintepnational.coni 

l-t77-951-1890or4t0-940-1S0e 







A rail IS molded 
intothe1911's IT 
polymer frame J 
for accessories |•| 
such as lasers ' 
and lights, like 
this SureFire 
X300 Ultra. 









At the range, the Witness 1911 
Polymer handled well and ran 
every test load reliably. 



Plr^AniLS and TactlciSConpilIvtits 



was crisp at about 5.25 pounds with no 
noticeable overtravel. The trigger en- 
gaged the sear properly, with a clear and 
repeatable reset every time. 

Pre-break-in slide-to-frame fit was 
a bit rough to cycle with very little play 
or side-to-side movement. Again, that's 
about what you expect from a base- 
model 1911; some time on the range will 
smooth it out. Both my Streamlight and 
SureFire lights fit the rail tightly, and the 
DG-18 switch on the X300 lined up prop- 
erly. It fit in all of my holsters designed to 
accommodate either a weapon-mounted 
light or a light rail. 

During testing, all magazines dropped 
free during dry fire, although the release 
is a bit "sticky." Range time or just a bit 
of fitting would cure that. Everything 
in the pistol is standard 1911, meaning 
upgrading it with any aftermarket parts 
should be as simple as it gets. 



Ammun: 






The pistol 
was accurate 
at 25 yards, 
with the 
best group 
measuring 
2.55 inches. 



0 RANGE REPORT 

In field-stripping the Witness Polymer 
191 1 prior to shooting, I found it disas- 
sembled like any 1911. No wrench was 
needed for the barrel bushing, the slide 
stop pushed out properly (by hand) and 
the rest was pure 1911. While the plastic 
recoil spring plug worked fine, it would 
be my only must-replace part from the 
get go. Lightly oiled, it was put back 
together and the fun began. 

To test "out of the box" reliability with 
hollow points, three magazines were 
filled with different self-defense loads. 
Each magazine was fired half slow, half 
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REAL TACTICAL. NOT PLAY TACTICAL. 

If you want to play, get yourself a toy. For real gear engineered with real purpose, 
look to FAB Defense. 



D€F€N5E. 

KEEP IT REAL, 

Fab-Defense.com 




EAA WITNESS 19 




Loaded at just 
over 'majorp' 
the 200-grain 
bullets make it 
a ton of fun to 
shoot and suit- 
able for action 
pistol matches. 



ff 



rapid fire. Throughout this, there was not 
a single malfunction or failure to go into 
battery. Having had a custom 1911 or 
two fail this test, I found it very promis- 
ing. I then broke in the Witness with a 
few hundred rounds of DoubleTap's new 
Target line. Loaded with 230-grain FMJ 
to match specifications, the pistol cycled 
without issue. Another couple hundred 
rounds of Federal American Eagle 
230-grain FMJ worked out any burrs or 
other issues. 

Further testing with self-defense 
ammunition yielded similar results. 



Reliability overall was excellent, which is 
what you expect from a basic 191 1 pistol 
no matter its construction. 

The Witness Polymer 191 1 s accuracy 
was also pretty solid. Without a match 
chamber, tiny little groups were not 
expected, but my best group using the 
DoubleTap 160-Grain +P ammunition 
measured 2.5 inches. The gun was pretty 
consistent across the board with every- 
thing patterning right at 2.5 to 3 inches. 
Moving to more practical distances, it 
performed quite well. From off-hand at 
1 0 yards, it was possible to consistently 



get fist-sized groups even on the move. 

A concerted aiming effort at 7 yards 
produced tightly stacked groups with 
absolutely no flyers present. 

Recoil was very similar to lightweight, 
alloy-framed 1911 pistols I've tested. 

In my experience, the lighter +P loads 
are often the most comfortable in these 
guns, and this pistol was no exception. 
Both DoubleTap's 160 grain and Black 
Hills' 185-grain TAC-XP +P loads were 
very comfortable and controllable. A 
steady diet of the Winchester 230-grain 
loads was a bit stout. All were control- 
lable, however, given a solid shooting 
grip. Loaded with a bunch of my .45 
AGP reloads from my ISPC days, the 
EAA Witness Polymer 1911 was quite a 
pleasure to shoot at the range. Loaded at 
just over "major," the 200-grain bullets 
make it a ton of fun to shoot and suitable 
for action pistol matches. 

Most of the testing was completed 
with the SureFire X300 light attached. 
Polymer-framed pistols often suf- 
fer failures when lights are attached, 
especially if their magazine springs are 
weak. There were no such issues with 
the Witness 1911, however, as it worked 
just fine throughout the evaluation. 




Ammunition 






This is no land of milk and honey. Only hard work and a harder ass will save 
you here. This place mirrors our own exacting standards: we spend more time 
criticizing our ammo than making it. Every round undergoes^ harsh' scrutiny, 
by hand. That’s after we’ve already hand-inspected everything that went 
into making it. Only what’s flawless passes. Unforgiving? You betcha. 



www.black-hills.com | 605 348 5150 




PERFORMANCE 


EAA WITNESS 1911 POLYMER 


LOAD 


VELOCITY 


ACCURACY 


DoubleTap 
Target 160 +P 


1,180 


2.55 


Federal Premium 
230 HST 


894 


2.80 


Speer 230 Gold Dot 


915 


2.75 


Winchester 
Ranger 230 SXT 


900 


2.60 



BULLET WEIGHT MEASURED IN GRAINS, VELOCITY IN EPS 
BY CHRONOGRAPH AND ACCURACY IN INCHES FOR BEST 
FIVE-SHOT GROUPS AT 25 YARDS. 



I used several magazines throughout 
testing, including the single factory mag- 
azine provided. The alternates included 
Wilson Combat's 47D, McCormick's 
eight-round Power Mag with 10-8 
Performance basepads in addition to 
10-round Power Mags. They all worked, 
although my favorites are the Wilson 
47D or the gun's factory mag and then 
the Power Mags. They all locked the 
slide open and returned to battery using 
the "slingshot" method or simply by 
pressing the slide release. 

® PARTING POINTS 

Alloy-framed 1911 pistols have always 
enjoyed a bit of controversy, as many 
still see them as carry pistols you don't 
shoot much. Having put well over 1 0,000 
rounds through a few alloy-framed 
191 Is with no issues, that's an opinion 
that has just not been supported out in 
the real world for years. Metals are now 
stronger, machining is better and toler- 
ances are tighter. The same has held 
true for polymer. 

Recalling all the naysayers of old 
who claimed "plastic pistols won't last," 
time and real testing has proven that 
idea to be nonsense. Polymer-framed 
pistols cost less to manufacture and 
can offer significant weight savings. 
Improvements in melding polymer 
frames and inner steel structures has 
changed the game considerably, and the 
Witness Polymer 1911 would appear to 
be a good example. This gun's function 
was as good as any basic 191 1 pistol 
I've tested, especially those retailing 
for around $600. It provides yet another 
solid choice in a quickly expanding en- 
try-level 191 1 market. If this test is any 
indication, the gun's future surely looks 
promising. For more information, visit 
eaacorp.com or call 321-639-4842. 0D 



Editor's Note: 

Look for live-fire video of the new EAA 
Witness Polymer 1911 on tactical-life. com 




Strength Concealed in Comfort. 




SHOP ONLINE: 

AUenGearHolsters.com 



QUESTIONS? 

208 . 215.2046 



SOFT NEOPRENE PADDING 
STEEL RETENTION CORE 
ZERO BREAK-IN TIME ai 



Cloak Tuck 3.0 

$4388 K 




A Laser Clip that projects a red dot 
and a belt clip fit PepperBlaster II. 
A carry pouch fits both. 



PepperBlaster® and PepperBlaster® II are today’s most effective 
less-lethal products. Their pyrotechnic delivery system shoots a 
jet of powerful OC solution at 112 MPH, too fast for an assailant 
to avoid. There is no better way to stop threats at a distance. 



PepperBlasTlef'. 

stop threats at a distance 



PepperBlaster and PepperBlaster II 
(below) weigh just 4 ounces. 



FASTER • EASIER • 



Caution: Strong irritant. Keep out of reach of children. Maybe unlawful to own or possess in 
some states or jurisdictions. Use for any purpose except lawful self defense may be punishable 
by imprisonment, fines or both. Guardian Angel protected by U.S. Pat. 6,951,07082. ©2013, 
Kimber Mfg., Inc. All rights reserved. 

Learn more at pepperblaster.com (888) 243-4522 Q 
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OVER THE YEARS, I've found two kinds 
of people in the firearm world: those 
who like Model 1911s and those who 
have never fired a good 1911. There are 
a number of 191 1 manufacturers whose 
products are excellent right out of the 
box. There are also custom pistolsmiths 
who really can take the Model 191 1 
platform a leap above production guns— 
custom gun-makers such as Nighthawk 
Custom of Berryville, Arkansas. 

Nighthawk Custom shot from the 
gate in 2003 with what empowers every 
successful custom shop— professional, 
experienced gunsmiths. Thireen years 
later, nothing has changed. I can say this 
because a number of firearms wearing 
Nighthawk Custom's eagle logo have 
passed through my hands. Every one 
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chugged right along during testing, 
and no doubt are still chugging away. 

In 2012, Nighthawk Custom be- 
gan using only fully machined parts 
in its pistols. This provides increased 
durability and improved quality. It 
also gives Nighthawk bragging rights 
when compared to shops not using 
solely machined parts. These parts join 
Nighthawk's frames and slides, which 
are also machined from solid forgings 
in the Berryville plant. 

New products are the lifeblood of fire- 
arm companies, including custom shops 
Nighthawk has met this admirably with 
a bevy of new ideas over the years and 
through collaborations with a number 
of knowledgeable folks: Richard Heinie, 
Bob Marvel, Chris Costa and Advanced 



Armament Corporation. The fact that 
renowned pistolsmith Richard Heinie al- 
lows Nighthawk to manufacture models 
associated with him speaks volumes. 
Along the way, Nighthawk Custom also 
added custom shotguns and custom 
leather, and began distributing Keith 
Murr's top-shelf knives. 

© OPTIC-READY 1911 

One of Nighthawk's latest offerings is 
its Shadow Hawk, a 5-inch-barreled, 
9mm 191 1 that can be upgraded to wear 
.. a compact red-dot sight. Why 9mm? 

Increased capacity, availability of ammo, 
cost of ammo, ease of shooting and lack 
of recoil. The Shadow Hawk will also be 
available as a Commander-sized frame 
and a Government Recon model without 
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NIGHTHAWK 



GET READY TD SHDDT LIGHTS DUT WITH 
NIGHTHAWK'S NEW SMDDTH-SHDDTING 

SMM BIRD DF PREY! D. K. PRIDGEN 








those not wearing optics. Armed con- 
frontations are in a state of continual flux 
and seldom, if ever, lend themselves to 
“standing and delivering." In this mael- 
strom, seeing iron sights may become 
difficult given the eye’s tendency to focus 
on the threat. Red-dot sights with little, if 
any, parallax are seen much easier. 

The Nighthawk Shadow Hawk has 
been upgraded with a 1.2-ounce, RM06 
Trijicon RMR (Ruggedized Miniature 
Reflex) sight. When I asked Nighthawk's 
Mark Stone about the pistol's origins, 
he said the "Nighthawk Shadow Hawk 
is basically the pistol Steve Fisher and 



Magpul Dynamics requested when 
we built their training pistols. Even 
after leaving Magpul to start Sentinel 
Concepts, Steve provided a lot of input 
on the Shadow Hawk. Steve worked with 
Trijicon and we demonstrated their new 
RMR 191 1 mount on the Shadow Hawk." 

With an RMR, the slide becomes the 
Shadow Hawk's defining feature, with 
a traditional smooth top, wide, slanted 
cocking serrations fore and aft, and a 
flared and lowered ejection port. 

Trijicon suppressor sights are dovetailed 
into the slide; the front pushing from the 
side and the back sight sliding in from 
the rear, leaving it ever so slightly pro- 
truding from the slide. Across the back 
of the slide's rear, and across the back 
of the rear suppressor sight, are 40-lpi 
horizontal serrations. The slide houses 



a compact red-dot sight. ' 

The use of red-dot 
sights on pistols is not 
new, it harkens back to 
early USPSA competitors 
who mounted Aimpoints 
and others on their pistols. 

Quick and accurate, those 
pistols had two negative 
attributes: increased weight 
and increased bulk, both 
preventing carrying them con- 
cealed. Today competitors still use 
red-dot sights for the same advantages 
Many concealed carriers are moving 
toward red-dots riding their slides— 
compact red-dots. Concealed carriers 
choose red-dots for the same reason 
competitors have— speed and accu- 



racy-two things you can never have too 
much of during a highly fluid, armed 
confrontation. Unlike USPSA Star H/ars 
pistols, with compact red-dots, these 
pistols can be as easily concealed as 
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a black, nitride-treated, stainless steel 
barrel marked “NHC 9mm NM" with a 
countersunk target muzzle. The National 
Match barrel is mated perfectly to a bev- 
eled stainless steel bushing for a tight 
lockup when in battery. Beneath that is a 
smooth spring plug. 

Of course, there is the RMR, recessed 
about 0.25 inches into the slide top and 
riding Trijicon’s new 191 1 mount. The 
forged aluminum RM06 is a zero-magni- 
fication, LED red-dot sight. It has 
a 3.25-MOA dot that's effective in close- 



quarters and precision shooting, and 
runs for over four years at setting 4. The 
RM06 adjusts for windage, elevation and 
dot brightness. Battle proven, the rug- 
ged Trijicon RMR system is an excellent 
choice for quick targeting. 

® HIGH-END 1911 

A frame sporting an equipment rail sup- 
ports my sample Shadow Hawk's slide, 
making it a member of Nighthawk's 
"Recon" family. There are a number 
of traits in Nighthawk's Shadow Hawk 



Aside from the reflex-sight-ready slide, 
<!> Nighthawk has packed in several features, 
including a flat-faced trigger, a one-piece mainspring 
housing/magazine well, G10 grips and a long dust-cover 
rail for adding accessories like lights and lasers. 
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Custom Laminate 
1911 Grip Paneis 



American Legend 
1911 Grips 



American Legend and 
Diamond Pro Series Grips 



Introducing the new additions to 
the Pachmayr* Grips legacy. 



Improve the look & comfort of your firearm with the 
new grip lines from one of the oldest and most trusted 
names in the grip business. With a broad array of new 
options and an extensive selection for popular models, 
Pachmayr sets the standard with grips that others strive 



to match. Find out how easy it is to upgrade your gun’s 
look, comfort and control for a fraction of the cost of 
buying a new gun at www.pachmayr.com 



www.pachmayr.com 



A Division of Lyman Products 





O ne thing every defensive handgun 

needs is a holster. After all, a pistol not 
carried is of no use. The Shadow Hawk is a 
serious pistol and deserves serious leather. 
The number of holsters available for a 1911 
is pretty high, but add a rail to the pistol and 
available number plummets. Add a light and 
watch the bottom fall out. Despite this, qual- 
ity holsters for the Nighthawk Shadow Hawk 
1911 can easily be found. 



BIANCHI; Blanch! also 
has concealable hol- 
sters for railed 1911s. ' 

Its minimalistic 7506 
Thumbsnap Belt Slide 
made of AccuMold bal- 
listic weave. It features 
dual snap belt loops 
for a convenient, quick 
release without belt 
removal, (safariland.com; 
800-347-1200) 

BLACKHAWK: ^ 

BlackHawk offers its 
polymer Level 2 Serpa \ 
for 1911s wearing the 
Xiphos NT weapon light 
(shown). Serpas are 
super-fast retention 
holsters, (blackhawk. 
com: 800-379-1732) 

CROSSBREED; 

CrossBreed Holsters of- 
fers its SuperTuck IWB/ 
tuckable holster for railed 
1911s. Very concealable, 
the SuperTuck is also 
quite comfortable and 
uses both Kydex and 
leather. OWB fans 
should check out the 
Snapslide, a Kydex and 
leather holster. (888- 
732-5011; crossbreed- 
holsters.com) 

DESANTIS; DeSantis 
has a number of hol- 
sters for railed 1911s, 
including its unique 
Invisible Agent. The very 
concealable Invisible 
Agent is skeletonized 
and designed as a single 
holster to fit almost 
every handgun available. 
(desantisholster.com; 
631-841-6300) 

GALCO; Galco’s Halo 
Belt Holster will hold 
a full-sized, railed 1911 
with a weapon light 
in place, and can be 
concealed. The Halo is 
constructed of premium 
saddle leather, fits belts 
up to 1.75 inches wide 
and is available in right 
hand designs, in black. 
(galcogunleather.com; 
800-874-2526) 
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found in other pistols from this custom 
shop. A narrow, extended thumb safety, 
a perfectly fitted, enhanced beavertail 
grip safety, 30-lpi checkering on the 
frontstrap, a bobbed slide stop shaft 
with beveled exit hole, a one-piece 
mainspring housing/magazine well 
machined from a 2.5-inch block of tool 
steel with 20-lpi checkering on the 
mainspring housing, a rounded butt, an 
extremely high undercut triggerguard, a 
skeletonized tool steel hammer and all 
the machined steel internal parts. The 
magazine well is aggressively tunneled 
for hard-to-miss reloads. 

The rounded butt aids in conceal- 
ment and definitely provides improved 
feel. Durable, effective and attractive 
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Nighthawk-branded Alien G10 
grips are secured to the frame 
with hex screws. The pistol 
receives Nighthawk’s good- 
looking black nitride finish, 
standard on all its black pistols. 
Nitride salt finish can provide a durable 
finish and penetrate metal about 0.04 
inches, elevating hardness. Not usually 
found on Nighthawks is the new straight, 
vertically serrated, solid trigger with 
no overtravel adjustment and a black 
Cerakote finish. The trigger broke crisply 
at just over 4 pounds, but it felt more like 
3 pounds. Why a flat-faced trigger? It’s 
the leverage principle: No matter where 
you put your finger, you still have the 
same amount of leverage required. 

It looks pretty wild, too! 

0 RANGE 
WORKOUT 

Having worked with Trijicon 
RMR-equipped pistols before. 
I've learned several things. 
While counterintuitive, the 
learning curve when transi- 
tioning from iron sights to compact 
red-dots is much less with a good set 
of iron sights. Find the sights and 
then catch the red dot until finding 
the dot alone is quicker and more 
natural. Trijicon-RMR-equipped 
Shadow Hawk pistols wear excel- 
lent, easy-to-see iron sights. 

Another thing to consider is having 
the sights' tritium vials a different 
color than the optic's dot. During a 
confrontation, having four red-dots 
in play will make things unnecessarily 
difficult. This isn't a problem with the 
Shadow Hawk— the vials are green and 
the Trijicon RMR is red. 

A full-sized, all-steel 191 1 cham- 
bered for the 9mm has several posi- 
tives from the get-go. Among them are 
the low recoil of the 9mm cartridge and 




SPECIFICATIONS 


NIGHTHAWK CUSTOM 
SHADOW HAWK 


Caliber 


9mm 


Barrel 


5 inches 


OA Length 


8.5 inches 


Weight 


42 ounces (empty) 


Grips 


Alien G10 


Sights 


Trijicon RMR red-dot, 
front blade 


Action 


SA 


Finish 


Matte black 


Capacity 


9+1 


MSRP 


$3,795 

(+$1,100 FOR RIvIR AND SLIDE UPGRADE! 



c> The slide has wide forward serrations, 
tall sights and a 5-inch, nitride-treated, 
stainless steel National Match barrel. 




“The only surprise 
I had at the range 
was just how good 
the Shadow Hawk 
made me shoot.” 



a weight around 42 ounces that enhanc- 
es the cartridge's inherent lack of recoil, 
speeding up follow-up shots. 

The only surprise I had at the range 
was just how good the Shadow Hawk 
made me shoot. Quick target acquisi- 
tion was obvious from the start. None of 
the ammo I fed this pistol could make it 
choke, and all the defensive loads I fed 
it clustered into nice tight groups, with 
none going over 1 inch. 

The Shadow Hawk and RMR gave me 
the confidence to ding some small steel 
plates at over 50 yards while standing. 
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NKGHTHAWK CUSTOM SHADOW HAWK 





Our Trigger Pull Sets are made to last! Our premium parts are 
CNC wire EDM cut from billet alloy steel stock and finish machined 
on CNC machining centers. These parts are then heat treated to 
proper hardness throughout the entire part, not just on the surface. 



Sets Available for 1911, Browning Hi Power, Beretta 92 

• Special Billet Allay Steel 

- Precision CNC Machined 

• Heat Treated to Rc 50/55 cylinder & slide, Inc. 

- Uniquie Design Geometry 

• 4* .0005 Tolerances 



cvi 

Z4S E. 4th St, Dept. CM 
Fremont, NE 6B025 
PH: 402-721-4277 
ORDERS ONLY: 
1-&00-448-1713 



www.cyliiideicslide.com 



On-Line Complete Prfcingl^vailablc 





NIGHTHAWK CUSTOM 



SHADOW HAWK 9mm 

LOAD VELOCITY ACCURACY 



Remington 124 


1,152 


0.97 


Golden Saber HP 






Speer 124 GDHP 


1,232 


0.75 


Winchester 147 SXT 


955 


0.85 



BULLET WEIGHT MEASURED IN GRAINS, VELOCITY IN EPS 
BY CHRONOGRAPH AND ACCURACY IN INCHES FOR BEST 
FIVE-SHOT GROUPS AT 25 YARDS. 



Not just a fast-shooting pretty face, the 
Shadow Hawk is capable of excellent 
accuracy. In fact, it is capable of anything 
you could ask of a defensive pistol. 

0 LIGHTS OUT 

There was never a doubt that the 
Nighthawk Shadow Hawk would be a 
great performer. The pistol displayed all 
the attributes I've come to expect from 
Nighthawk Custom's pistols: quality, re- 
liability, durability, accuracy and a great 
appearance. Add to that the inclusion of 
a quick-targeting, compact red-dot sight 
in the Trijicon RMR. 

I still remember a non-Nighthawk 
pistolsmith telling me that burying a 
compact red-dot sight into the slide of 
a Model 191 1-style pistol was impos- 
sible. Well, it appears he was wrong! 
Nighthawk has done just that— and with 
its usual flare and style. 

But who would want or need such a 
pistol? Quite a few people. Anyone who 
appreciates Nighthawk Custom's work 
should be standing in line. Those who 
enjoy the latest, cutting-edge technology 
in firearms should also have their check- 
books out. Concealed carriers who pre- 
fer to use Model 191 Is— and who want a 
concealable handgun offering enhanced 
capabilities and lifesaving properties— 
should run, not walk, to Nighthawk 
Custom in Berryville, Arkansas. For 
more information, call 877-423-4867 or 
visit nighthawkcustom.com. 0D 
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Cylinder 
i & Slide 
revamped the 
author’s Kahr 
CW40, and the 
results have 
made it one 
of his favorite 
CCW pistols. 



I’VE BEEN CARRYING my trusty Kahr 
CW40 around for several years and have 
never had any cause to doubt its accu- 
racy or reliability. It's a rhetorical ques- 
tion, but can something that is already 
good be made better? Indubitably! Enter 
Cylinder & Slide, or C&S. 

C&S President Bill Laughridge 
started the ball rolling in 1978, and for 
some 37 years the company has done 
one-at-a-time custom work on single- 
action (SA) pistols like the 191 1 and 
Browning Hi-Power; double-action/ 
single-action (DA/SA) pistols from the 
likes of Beretta, Clock, Kahr, Sig Sauer, 
Smith & Wesson and Walther; plus DA 
and SA revolvers from Colt, Ruger, S&W 
and Taurus. Cylinder & Slide's work 
includes action tuning, accuracy and 
reliability enhancements, custom sights, 
grips and many other services. Cylinder 
& Slide also produces its own line of 
custom parts for the 191 1 pistol, the 
Browning Hi-Power and S&W revolvers. 
Further, the company sells and installs 
parts from other custom manufactur- 
ers on customer handguns. To top it off, 
C&S also offers custom pistolsmithing 
classes and a catalog with many other 
gun-related products. 

® BASELINE TESTS 

My first order of business was to perform 
a "before" test on my Kahr CW40 pistol. 
Prior to this project, it had experienced 
no custom work— just a lot of shoot- 
ing and use. It oftentimes wears an 
aftermarket laser sight, and Talon 
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Grips decal-style granulate panels are 
installed on the sides of the grip frame 
to aid in rapid-fire shooting. I selected 
three different brands of cartridges in .40 
S&W to use in my shooting tests. I prefer 
heavier bullets for optimal penetration 
in short-barrel handguns like the Kahr, 
which has a 3.6-inch barrel with 1-in-16- 
inch, right-hand-twist rifling. 

At the range, I ran all the test am- 
munition through my chronograph to 
see what kind of velocity I'd get with 
the 3.6-inch barrel on the Kahr. Next, I 
placed my target stand out at the 1 5-yard 
line and, using a sandbag rest, shot 
three 5-shot groups with each of the 
.40 test loads. The best official group 
of the day measured 1 .93 inches with 
the Remington-UMC JHP load; it also 
had the best average group size at 2.48 
inches. I had quite a time with the "4+1 
Syndrome" that day and had a nice four- 
shot cluster at 1.17 inches with the Speer 
GDHP until shot number five opened it 
up to 3.38 inches. The same was the case 
with the DoubleTap ammo, with a four- 
shot group at 1 .89 inches that expanded 
to 3.71 inches with shot number five. I 
found that holding my point of aim at 5 
o'clock of the black oval placed the shots 
almost directly in the red center oval. No 
malfunctions of any kind were recorded. 

Next, I put on an open-top, pancake- 
style belt holster on the strong side, 
paired with a single magazine pouch 
on the left side for a practical shooting 
test. I used a 30-round combat qualifica- 
tion course that starts at 3 yards, then 



goes to 7 yards and ends at the 1 5-yard 
barricade. Shooting was conducted with 
strong- and support-hand-only shoot- 
ing, double-taps, a body armor drill as 
well as standing and kneeling barricade 
shooting. I used the Remington-UMC .40 
cartridges, and when the smoke cleared, 
using the scoring rings on the B-27 
silhouette target. I'd scored 293-1 2X out 
of a possible 300. 

(S) TO THE SHOP 

Now it was time to let C&S do its "Kahr 
Package #1 " magic— re-crowning the 
barrel at 1 1 degrees to enhance accu- 
racy; throating and polishing the feed 
ramp and tensioning the extractor for 
reliability; a trigger action job; modifying 
the frame to assure mags drop freely; 
beveling the ejection port for clean 
ejection; and a sight check and test fire. 
The pistolsmith also suggested a trigger 
radius and polishing, a "carry bevel" on 
the slide stop, modifying the frame for 
improved magazine drop, and 360-de- 
gree stippling on the grip. 

I got the CW40 back from C&S about 
three weeks later. The first thing I noted 
was the beat-up polymer front sight that 
had been on the gun was replaced by 
C&S with a fiber-optic front sight dove- 
tailed into the slide. The company also 
put the C&S logo on the left side of the 
slide and "Cylinder & Slide" on the right 
side of the slide. The grip stippling was 
very neatly done and was both attrac- 
tive and highly functional. The magazine 
release had some frame material around 
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The author got many miles 
out of his stock Kahr CW40 
(shown). He now looks 
forward to it serving him 
well for many years to come. 



it dished out, which made it seem like the 
button itself was a bit longer. C&S also 
replaced the followers on the magazines 
I'd sent with the gun. Last but not least, 
the green fiber-optic front sight was 
enclosed in a metal framework, making 
it much sturdier than the original front 
sight, and the green dot worked famously 
with the white bar below the rear sight 
notch for an eye-catching sight picture. 

® TEST DRIVE 

Using the same ammo as before, I again 
shot three 5-shot groups at 1 5 yards 
from the bench. Point of aim/point of 
impact was very well regulated holding 
at 6 o'clock of the red aiming circle of the 
target. This time the best group mea- 
sured 1.30 inches using the DoubleTap 
cartridges, and this load provided the 



best group average at 1 .55 inches. The 
Rem-UMC ammo was very close with a 
best group of 1 .53 inches and the Speer 
GDHP had a best five-shot cluster of 2.1 1 
inches. The “4+1 Syndrome" was not 
nearly as pronounced during this follow- 
up test at the range. 

Again, I put on my pancake-type 
holster, mag pouch and then went back 
through the 30-round combat course. 
While my score with the Remington-UMC 
ammo was slightly better this time at 
296-1 5X out of a possible 300, 1 found that 
overall the “pattern" of the shots was 
much tighter both in the center-mass 
area and the head of the B-27 silhouette. 

Again, I laud the improved sight 
picture and trigger action, which felt 
smoother and lighter, breaking clean 
with no overtravel, and this time my 
thumb didn't hit the slide stop. In fact, the 
beveled slide stop had no sharp corners 
to catch the thumb, holster or clothing. 
Mags dropped free and the rather snappy 
recoil in rapid fire was easily controlled 
by the stippled grip. 

Since my second round of testing was 
being done on a range that had some 
steel targets, I pulled my car around to 
where I could use it for cover and did 
some practical shooting exercises at a 
swinging steel circle at about 10 yards. I 



PERFORMANCE 



CYLINDER & SLIDE/ 

KAHR CW40 .40 S&W 

BEST BEST 

LOAD VELOCITY STOCK CUSTOM 



DoubleTap 180 JHP 


1,055 


3.71 


Remington 180 JHP 


973 


1.93 


Speer 165 Gold Dot HP 


1,097 


3.38 



BULLET WEIGHT MEASURED IN GRAINS, VELGCITY IN EPS BY CHRGNOGRAPH 
AND ACCURACY IN INCHES FDR BEST FIVE-SHDT GRGUPS AT 15 YARDS. 

fired from the front of the car, from the 
top near the windshield and from around 
the rear of the car. Hits were registered 
on the 8-inch-diameter steel plate with 
outstanding regularity with all of the test 
loads. All magazine changes were quickly 
accomplished, the sights were easily 
acquired, a firm grip was maintained, and 
all with zero malfunctions. 

I was very satisfied overall with 
Cylinder & Slide's custom work on this 
pistol and the improved performance that 
I felt the company had provided to my 
ever-reliable Kahr CW40. (HD 



FOR MORE INFORMATION 



Cylinder & Slide 

cylinder-slide.com; 800-448-1713 

Kahr Arms 

kahrcom; 508-795-3919 




Chip McCormic 
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The author's 
original 15-2 
(left) is still 
running strong. 
The “next-gen" 
715 (right) shows 
a ton of promise 
for a long future 
in the author's 
collection. 
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BACK IN THE EARLY 1970s, I tested 
the then-new Dan Wesson Model 15-2 
revolver. The gun featured a ground- 
breaking design. Instead of permanently 
attaching the barrel to the receiver, the 
barrel was surrounded by a full-length 
shroud and an underlug anchored under 
tension from both ends— muzzle and 
receiver. The bore narrowed slightly to- 
ward the muzzle, creating a tight fit that 
helped the outstanding accuracy this 
gun soon became famous for. 

At that time, silhouette shooting was 
extremely popular. This was done with 
open-sighted handguns that were then 
used to topple steel animal cutouts 
weighing as much as 60 pounds. The 
steel plates mimic the life-sized outlines 
of chickens, pigs, turkeys and sheep, all 
placed at varying distances downrange. 



The silhouettes must fall over (or be 
knocked from their base) to register a 
score. Accuracy was essential, and the 
new Dan Wesson soon gained a reputa- 
tion of winning at this demanding sport. 

Instead of being located at the rear of 
the cylinder, the cylinder lock is located 
immediately ahead of the cylinder on the 
cylinder yoke. This positioning allows 
your right thumb to fill the vacant space 
where the cylinder lock is found on other 
double-action (DA) revolvers. Another 
advantage to this design is that you can 
hold the gun in one hand while opening 
and loading the cylinder. 

Locking the cylinder at the front also 
contributes to very precise cylinder tim- 
ing, producing superior accuracy. Adding 
to the Dan Wesson accuracy, the barrel 
is “stretched" between two stationary 
anchors, creating some advantageous 
harmonics not found in any other re- 
volver on the market. 

I was sufficiently impressed by Dan 



SPECIFICATIONS 


DAN WESSON MODEL 715 


Caliber 


.357 Magnum (.38 Special) 


Barrel 


6 inches 


OA Length 


1 1 .5 inches 


Weight 


46 ounces (empty) 


Grips 


Rubber 


Sights 


Front ramp, adjustable rear 


Action 


DA/SA 


Finish 


Stainless 


Capacity 


6 


MSRP 


$1,168 
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• Patented over 30 years ago! 

• Does not increose muzzle blast! 



• Does not affect accuracy! 
^ 'X* Does reduce muzzle rise! 
\ • Does reduce recorf.^ 
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''Pfoven IQ be the most 
effective muzde vetititig 
process ever developed!’* 



For (Vi^nmotfon call your dealer or contact 




^ 1 302 Executive Drive 
Harrison Twp., Ml 48045-1306 

Phone: 586-469-6727 
Fax: 586-469-0425 
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DAN WESSON MODEL 715 



r 




anuner is easy to 
'Ihdonanigulate. 
Note thecoiitrasting 
adjustable recTr^rght. 




The rear of 
the cylinder is 
recessed for safety 
and consistency. 



Wesson’s .357 Model 15-2 revolver (at 
the time, it was offered only in a blued 
finish) and I purchased the gun for my 
own collection. One of my sons openly 
coveted it, so I later gave it to him as a 
Christmas present. It remains one of his 
favorite handguns. 

Much later, I ordered a .44 Magnum 
Pistol Pack— a stainless steel version 
with an 8-inch barrel with two inter- 
changeable shrouds. This allowed me 
to quickly switch from open sights to 
the 4x scope I’d mounted on the extra 
shroud. When my gun arrived from the 
factory, it bore my initials "CFR” in place 
of a conventional serial number. This .44 
Magnum revolver has accounted for a 
number of deer and still holds a place of 
pride in my collection. 

Now owned entirely by CZ-USA, Dan 
Wesson revolvers are making a serious 
comeback. If the test sample I received 
for testing is any indication, the company 
(and its guns) are here to stay! 

0 NEXT-GEN WHEELGUN 

The Dan Wesson I’ve been putting 
through its paces is a Model 71 5— a 
heavy-barreled, stainless steel upgrade 
of the Model 1 5-2 I first received all 




PERFORMANCE 



DAN WESSON 

MODEL 715 .357 MAGNUM 



LOAD ^ 


/ELOCITY 


ACCURACY 


Black Hills 1 58 JHP 


1,310 


2.75 


Black Hills 158 
Cowboy Action 


860 


2.75 


Remington 125 JHP 


1,510 


2.87 


Winchester 158 JSP 


1,289 


2.62 



BULLET WEIGHT MEASURED IN GRAINS, VELOCITY IN EPS 
BY CHRONOGRAPH AND ACCURACY IN INCHES FOR BEST 
FIVE-SHOT GROUPS AT 50 YARDS. 



those years ago. Like the Model 15-2, the 
new gun chambers .357 Magnum and .38 
Special ammo. How new is this gun? The 
serial number on the test sample that 
was sent to me was DW000045. 

Right now, the gun is shipped with a 
6-inch barrel and an HV6 shroud with a 
heavy, ventilated rib. Other barrels and 
shrouds are available. The gun comes 
housed in a sturdy Dan Wesson hard 
case with compartments to accommo- 
date three extra barrel/shroud assem- 
blies. There’s also a special wrench for 
switching barrels and a feeler gauge to 
make sure the barrel-to-cylinder gap is 
properly spaced. 

“The stainless 
steel finish is 
virtually flawless, 
no machine 
markings 
are evident 
anywhere...” 

That small, thin piece of equipment is 
important. If you don’t religiously use it 
when you install a new barrel, chances 
are the gap between the barrel and 
cylinder will be too large, creating exces- 
sive headspace. When this happens, bits 
of brass and lead will be blasted side- 
ways when the gun is fired, peppering 
your hand with the hot gasses and pain- 
ful particles that escape. Conversely, if 
the barrel is too close to the cylinder, 
heat created by firing will soon cause the 
gun to lock up. That little shim is vital to 
reliable operation. 

While readily interchangeable bar- 
rels are a Dan Wesson hallmark, the 
versatility doesn’t end there. Grips are 
attached to the frame via a single, sturdy 
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208 - 215-2046 
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SHOP ONLINE » AlienGearHolsters.com 
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SOFT NEOPRENE PADDING 
STEEL RETENTION CORE 
ZERO BREAK-IN TIME 



Cloak Tuck 3.0 
IWB Holster 
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DAN WESSON MODEL 715 




The target-style 
micro-adjustable 
rear sight sports 
a 0.125-inch- 
wide squared 
sighting notch 
that creates 
a “make-no- 
mistakes” 
view to the 
^ front blade. 



Like its groundbreaking predecessor, the Model 15-2 
(belowj, shooters can install various barrels on the 
Model 715 with optics already mounted and zeroed for 
special purposes. Today, grips can also be swapped 
out for shooting comfort and recoil reduction. 




screw. Unscrew this and you can swap 
out a new grip in a matter of seconds. 
The Model 715 comes with a hand-filling, 
rubberized grip with ergonomic finger 
grooves. This grip feels very comfor- 
table in my hand, and it does a good 
job of minimizing felt recoil. Other 
grips available include both rubber 
and wooden handles of a more conven- 
tional shape. 

Another thing that sets the Model 71 5 
apart is its standard sighting equip- 
ment. Instead of the virtually universal 
three-dot sights, this gun features 
honest-to-goodness target sights. The 
micro-adjustable rear sight is massive 
compared to the sights found on most 
concealed-carry handguns, and it pres- 
ents a massive wall of dead black and a 
0.125-inch-wide, sharply squared sight- 
ing notch. There are no tritium inserts 
or other unnecessary additions, simply a 
beautifully functional target sight. 

The tall front blade, which is also 



black, is also 0.125 inches wide. It’s 
easily visible as you look through the 
rear sight notch. This gun isn't designed 
for combat or self-defense, although it 
would fill those roles admirably. 

Instead of recessing each chamber 
individually, the entire rear face of the 
cylinder is recessed, achieving the same 
safety function. The cylinder rotates 
clockwise, and it locks up tightly with 
no evident play when the gun is cocked 
and ready to fire. 

The stainless steel finish is virtually 
flawless— no machine markings are 
evident anywhere, including the inside of 
the frame when the cylinder is pivoted to 
the loading position. This is a sturdy gun 
that weighs in at a solid 46 ounces. The 
DA trigger is smooth with the barest hint 
of stacking. It weighs in at an estimated 
9.5 pounds. The single-action trigger 
breaks at a crisp 4.5 pounds. There's 
also an adjustable trigger stop mounted 
just behind the trigger. 



® KEEPING IT REAL 

Because no external support is allowed 
in handgun silhouette shooting, I did my 
target work shooting from a squatting 
position at a range of 50 yards. I rested 
my elbow on my knee, which gave me a 
stable stance. You see a lot of different 
shooting styles at a handgun silhouette 
match, whever every shooter is looking 
for the position that gives him or her the 
best chance to achieve a high score. 

I used four different factory loads, and 
all delivered satisfactory performance. 
Winchester 1 58-grain jacketed soft 
points delivered five-shot groups that 
measured 2.62 inches across. 

All the ammunition I used delivered 
good accuracy. The combination of the 
hand-filling rubber grip, the 6-inch bar- 
rel with a heavy, ventilated rib (making 
the gun slightly muzzle heavy) and a 
solid 46 ounces of heft (unloaded) made 
the Dan Wesson easy to control. The 
black target sights were a big plus. The 
SA trigger was crisp, and the hammer 
fell smoothly with every shot. For long- 
range shooting precision, this gun would 
be hard to beat. 

0 FINAL SHOTS 

Like my old Dan Wesson 15-2, this 715 
is here to stay. The test gun I used is of 
obvious high quality, and it delivered ex- 
cellent long-range accuracy. The Model 
715 is a premium handgun with features 
like readily interchangeable barrels and 
easy-to-swap grips found on no other 
revolver on the market today. 

While the 6-inch barrel my gun came 
equipped with is a great all-around 
choice that works well for silhouette 
competition, installing a 4-inch tube 
would make this a handier holster gun. 
Going to an 8-inch or even a 10-inch bar- 
rel would add extra heft and steadiness 
for shots at longer distances. Though not 
a preference of mine, a 2.5-inch barrel is 
also an option for compact carry. I look 
forward to seeing what other models 
Dan Wesson introduces in the near fu- 
ture. For more information, visit cz-usa. 
com or call 800-955-4486. 0D 
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Better Shooting 
Starts Here. 




adjustable fit laser 



^^/COMPACT PISTOL WITH Ptn 



5 YEAR WARRANTY 



UNIVERSAL FIT 




Introducing Spartan, 

The First Perfect Fit for Handgun Rails. 

Featuring the latest LaserMax® mounting technology, Spartan™ 
installs in the preferred rail location for each operator's personal 
comfort and ease of use. Once anchored, Spartan maintains 
precision accuracy over extensive live-fire. 

Revolutionary in design, Spartan is the most versatile and 
feature-rich rail mounted laser sight ever conceived. Now 
available in red and green. 

Rail Vise Technology™ patent pending. Copyright © 2015 LaserMax, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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Build confidence and skills to stop a real-world attacker 
with two days of training at FTA. by ede king fasano 





® NEW MINDSET 

I am fortunate to live near FTA's Corona, California, 
facility, where we had exclusive use of two air- 
conditioned classrooms and three ranges for the 
weekend. FTA also offers this course in Nevada 
at its state-of-the-art facility that’s located 25 
minutes off the Las Vegas strip. 

On Day One, we met our team— and they really 
are a team. The camaraderie and respect was evident 
from the moment they stepped to the front of the room. 

Each team member was introduced along with a descrip- 
tion of their qualifications and their years at the FTA. The 
wide variety of backgrounds was impressive, including 
individuals from law enforcement, military, government 
agencies, competition and private training facilities. Many 
instructors have Gunsite instructor/range master certifi- 
cations as well as California teaching credentials. 

FTA is owned 
and operated by 
Cheryl and Bill 
Murphy. Retired 
police officers 
and firearms 
instructors, their 
mission is to offer 
the highest quality 
firearms training. 
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A BRUTAL ATTACK DURING A HOME INVASION. A car- 
jacking and a subsequent rape. A woman attacked while 
jogging near her home in a gated community. These 
common headlines emphasize the absolute need for self- 
defense skills in today’s society. 

Firearms Training Associates (FTA) offers a specially 
designed course for women of all abilities and ages, to 
teach them how to protect themselves and their families. 
FTA’s Ladies Pistol & Self-Defense course takes a decid- 
edly proactive approach to teaching self-defense. The two- 
day course covers a broad range of self-defense subjects, 
from the proper use and safe handling of a handgun to 
learning and applying effective self-defense techniques. 

Even if you haven’t touched a handgun before, this 
course will ensure you become comfortable and confident 
with one. Experienced shooters would also benefit from 
this course. The classroom discussions, range time, drills 
and self-defense sessions all serve to reinforce the proper 
techniques, enabling everyone to take their skills to the 
next level and into the real world. 
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HUGER COMnCT 




Ruger offers lightweight, compact handguns for every personal protection need. 




380 nUTD 



I 

CUSTOM 



Designed with the shooter in mind, the Ruger® LCP® Custom 
is affordable, comfortable and perfect for licensed carry for 
personal protection, or as a backup firearm for law enforcement. 




9MM LUGER 

LC9S 



Chambered in 9mm huger and sized just slightly larger 
(less than 1 " taller and 1 " longer) than the LCP®, the LC9s® 
is compact, powerful and features a short, light, crisp 
trigger pull for faster shooting and Improved accuracy. 




380 nUTO 

LC380 

The LC380® provides 7+1 rounds of effective 
.380 Auto personal protection. Slim and lightweight for 
easy concealment, the LC380® combines reduced recoil with 
modern safety features In an easy-to-rack design. 




SS LR. 28 UJMRF. 
38 SPL +P. 

357 MRG. 
9MM LUGER 



LDR 



Now available in five calibers, there is a lightweight, 
reliable and easy-to-shoot LCR® for every need - from 
personal protection to low-cost practice at the range. 



Join Ruger and help us raise $4,000,000 for the NRA. 

VISIT: RUGER.COM/2MILLION 




MILLION 

GUN CHALLENGE 

NRA 




©2015 Sturm, Ruger & Co., Inc. 
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DAN WESSON FIREARMS 



Bridging the gap 
from production to 
custom since 1968. 




What sets us apart? 

• Zero MIIVI 

• Fully machined parts 

• Extensive hand-fitting 
and polishing 

• Exceptional quality 
standards 



Custom grade 
without the 
custom price tag. 



Dan Wesson CCO 

.45 ACP 

Alloy Officer Frame 
Stainless Commander Slide 

MSRP $1558 



The classroom discussions...drills and 
self-defense sessions all serve to reinforce 
the proper techniques, enabling everyone 
to take their skills to the next level../’ 



Proud to bfli part of th# CZ-USA family. 
For more Information on Dan Wesson 
firearms, head over to www.cz>usa.cain. 




Introductions weren't limited to 
instructors. Each student was asked to 
introduce herself and explain why she 
was taking the course. Their reasons for 
taking the course varied— some were 
experts who already owned handguns; 
one woman is training to be an NRA 
instructor; others have family members 
in law enforcement and wanted to be 
comfortable with the guns in the house; 
some were new gun owners; while some 
had never shot a gun and wanted to learn 
more about self-defense. One woman 
readily admitted she was extremely un- 
comfortable just looking at the training 
pistols and revolvers laid out on the table 
at the front of the classroom. 

Lead Instructor Ben Romero used our 
comments, experiences and concerns to 
cultivate a friendly and relaxed class- 
room environment. He began with the 
four rules of gun safety, making it clear 
that safety is job number one. Romero 
went on to clearly explain and demon- 
strate the steps we would be learning on 
the range throughout the course. 

0 STEP TO THE LINE 

Once outside on the range. Range Officer 
Steve Craig outfitted the ladies who 
were borrowing equipment. We donned 
our belts, bolstered our handguns 
(unloaded) as well as a couple of loaded 
magazines. We worked in two groups. 
While one group executed practice drills, 
the other reloaded while watching from 
a safe distance. After a discussion with 
the entire class, the next group headed 
to the line. The pace was relaxed; the 
alternating sets gave us students time to 
absorb the information, and it created a 
nice flow to the day without being hectic. 



The experience of Steve Craig and 
the other instructors was evident as 
they helped us with the myriad of 
details, from finding the proper stance 
to the steps for drawing and aiming our 
weapons while remaining aware of our 
surroundings. They demonstrated a 
strong understanding of how to properly 
teach us both fundamental and advanced 
techniques in one setting. 

The ratio of instructors to students 
(there were 20) was 1-to-2 during our 
class, ensuring every student received 
personalized attention. The ratio on the 
day of the course varies depending on 
class size and the number of additional 
instructors who volunteer. FTA strives for 
an instructor-to-student ratio of between 
1-to-3 and 1-to-5. 

Day One was rainy and drawing 
from a holster was new to me. Metal 
and polymers become slippery when 
wet, so I really appreciated the stippled 
grip on my Glock 17 courtesy of Taran 
Tactical Innovations. My new Blade-Tech 
Competition Speed Belt, with two mag 
pouches and a black, carbon-fiber hol- 
ster for my Glock, was comfortable and 
easy to adjust. The drills helped me find 
the proper positioning for my gear and I 
quickly learned the techniques. 

0 CONFIDENT CARRY 

By the end of Day One, everyone was 
comfortable with the proper handling 
and use of their handguns. Tomorrow 
would be the true test— moving from 
activity to activity while carrying loaded 
pistols in our holsters. 

We headed directly to the range the 
morning of Day Two where we contin- 
ued to develop our marksmanship and 
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' Cartridges 
wth patented FTK^ bullet 



CRITICRL DUTY 



Optimized concealed carry and personal 
defense handgun ammunition featuring 
the patented FTX® bullet that unlike 
conventional hollow points won't clog 
when fired through clothing. 



Tough, rugged, tactical handgun 
ammunition featuring the patented 
FlexLock® bullet that delivers "barrier 
blind" terminal performance when shot 
through common urban barriers. 
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LADIES ONLY 







With the patented Mageuts’" 
spring system you can Increase the 
capacity of your magazine and keep 
the original compact size. No need to 
sacrifice concealability for capacity! 

t Since OEM base plate is reused, 
exact size and feel is preserved. 

ft Maintains reliable feed and slide 
■ lock operation. 

I Easy to Install. 



Trusted by law enforcement 



Satisfaction guaranteed 



Magazine conversions available for 
many popular compact handguns. 



MagGuts 

©)rso Inc. I 

www.magguts.com 




Steel Core Gun Belts 



STURDY STEEL CORE 
ENGLISH BRIDLE LEATHER 
MILITARY GRADE STITCHING 



ONLV 






Believe the Legend 




situational awareness. Everyone needed 
a refresher on the steps to make ready, 
draw, fire, scan and holster our hand- 
guns. It dispelled any doubts we had 
regarding the need to dry-fire practice 
these techniques in a safe area at home. 
“Use it or lose it!" 

We were divided into three teams 
and rotated between the three ranges 
to practice specific drills that included 
clearing malfunctions, Mozambique 
drills, shooting on the move and ammo 
management. Steel targets were a real 
boost to the psyche— draw, take aim, fire 
and hear that "clang” as you watch the 
target dance. Steve Craig said, "It keeps 
you honest!" The most heart-pounding 
exercise came from shooting on the 
move. These drills evoked the feeling of 
a real-life situation. 

® BEYOND THE GUNS 

After lunch, the focus turned to unarmed 
self-defense techniques and applying 
situational awareness to real-life situ- 
ations. This included how to make your 
home unattractive to a burglar; the value 
of a flashlight and where to keep one 
(purse, car, bedside table, etc.); how to 
use a knife to protect yourself and how to 
defend against one; how to carry and use 
pepper spray; the different methods for 
escaping various holds; and the most ef- 
fective areas to hit or kick to disable your 
attacker and escape. 

Each student receives a detailed 
manual prepared by FTA that includes 
sections on regulations for the use of 
firearms in defense of life and property. 

It is important to familiarize yourself with 
the local laws regarding firearms and the 
use of self-defense tactics. Some states 
have stiff penalties if there is a viable 
means of escape and you employ self- 
defense tactics, injuring your attacker. 
While it is best to use your skills to get 
away safely, if a confrontation arises, you 
don't want to be the one in trouble in the 
eyes of the law. For more, visit ftatv.com 
or call 714-701-9918. 0D 
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by Smith&AAfesson® 
#PerformanceCenter 




CALIBER 

.38 Special 




H 



WIDTH 1.3 INCHES 



H 
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BARREL 

1 .875 inches 

OA LENGTH 

6.5 inches 







Modern technology 
has given the LCR a 
better grip, far more 
manageable recoil and 
better overall handling. 



WEIGHT 

13.5 ounces 

(EMPTY) 

GRIP 

Hogue Tanner 
Monogrip 



SIGHTS 

Front ramp, 
rear notch 

ACTION 

DAO 



FINISH 

lonbond 

Diamondblack 

CAPACITY 

5 



MSRr 

$545 





OAL 6.5 INCHES 










Past meets present as two elite snub-nose .38 
Specials square off on the range! bydennisadler 



WHEN ONE CHOSE TO CARRY A SMALL, 

self-defense pistol bacl< in the 1950s, the 
variety of “top of the line" handguns gave 
you two excellent .38-caliber options. 

The first was the Colt Detective Special, 
introduced in 1927 (also later the c.1934 
Banl<er's Special, the very sharp lool<ing 
1 950s Cobra, followed by the smaller- 
gripped c. 1960s Colt Agent). The second 
choice in concealed-carry wheelguns 
was the Smith & Wesson Chief's Special 
and Chief's Special Airweight (later the 
(Ylodel 36 and Model 37), the Bodyguard 
Airweight (later the Model 38), and the 



very slick hammerless Centennial and 
Centennial Airweights (later the Model 
40 and Model 42). The S&Ws, however, 
which all came about in the 1950s, were 
built on the S&W J-Frame and were five- 
shot repeaters. The much older Colts 
held a one-round advantage with their 
sixgun cylinders. 

Fast-forward to the 21st century and 
snub-nose revolvers are still around, 
which is an impressive fact in itself. 

The Colts, however, are long gone and 
have become collectible, while S&W has 
continued to advance the technology and 



produce a full line of compact revolvers. 
But S&W is only one among a vast field 
of small-frame .38 Specials available 
today, with the technology leader being 
the Ruger LCR. 

With this in mind, let's see how this 
new-tech, polymer-framed five-shooter 
stacks up against old-school, all-metal 
standard-bearers like Colt's Agent, the 
smallest of the famed Detective Special- 
based wheelguns. 

® COLT AGENT 

Back in 1926, Colt offered a 2-inch-bar- 
reled version of the Police Positive called 
the Special. Two years later it would 
become a separate model, the Detective 
Special, a handgun that remained in 
production in its pre-war form from 1927 
to 1946, and in slightly modified post- 
war second, third and fourth issues from 
1947 to 1995. 

The Detective Special originally had 
a square-butt grip, but in 1 933 it was 
rounded off. The Agent was essentially 
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CALIBER 

.38 Special 



BARREL 

2 inches 



OA LENGTH 

6.5 inches 

WEIGHT 

14 ounces 

(EMPTY) 



GRIP 

Wood 



SIGHTS 

Front blade 



ACTION 

DA/SA 



FINISH 

Blued 



CAPACITY 

6 



aiiim 



WIDTH 1.25 INCHES 



MSRP 

$71.50 C62COLT 

ADVERTISING); 

$500 to $800 

(CURRENT VALUE 
IN 95% TO 100% 
CONDITION) 




The Agent’s short grip 
frame made it a highly 
concealable undercover 
revolver. Note how the 
grips overlap the frame. 





OAL 6.5 INCHES 










a Detective Special built for 
more covert carry witli a 
sliorter, 2.5-inch, finely 
checkered, square-butt, wal- 
nut grip that barely allowed 
enough depth for the second 
and third fingers to grasp it. A 
high-cut triggerguard helped 
but punished the shooter’s 
middle finger unless the Agent was 
properly held. The shorter grip made 
the gun easier to conceal but harder 
to control than the standard Detective 
Special or Cobra models. It was accurate 
enough at close range with then-current 
.38 Special cartridges but not exactly 
pleasant on the shooting range after 
about 50 rounds. The Agent weighed a 
mere 14 ounces and, like the rest of the 
line, carried six rounds over a compa- 
rable Smith & Wesson revolver’s five. 

The original version was manufactured 
from 1962 to 1972. 

In overall length, the pocket-friendly 
Colt six-shooter measured 6.5 inches. 



4.25 inches in height and had a cylinder 

1.25 inches in width. Being a traditional 
double-action/single-action revolver, the 
Agent was a good deal more accurate 
with the hammer cocked, but never as 
easy to handle as the Detective Special. 

(S) RUGER LCR 

At the point in time when Sturm, Ruger 
& Co. embarked on developing the LCR, 
the company took everything, aside from 
the dynamics of a revolver’s operation, 
and tossed it out the window. An LCR is 
comprised of three major components— 
a blackened stainless steel cylinder 
frame and barrel assembly (with the 
barrel shroud as an integral part of the 



frame); a polymer fire control housing 
containing the trigger and triggerguard, 
the hammer, the sear and the main- 
spring; and the stainless steel cylinder/ 
crane sub-assembly. Large Hogue 
Tamer rubber grips are secured by a 
single, integrated grip peg and held with 
a long screw through the base. 

The contoured rubber grips pro- 
vide plenty of grasping surface and the 
triggerguard design places that once 
vulnerable knuckle of the middle finger 
within the protective area of the grip. The 
fully shrouded hammer also streamlines 
the Ruger for trouser or jacket pocket 
carry with no edges to catch on fabric. 
(There were enough diehards demand- 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 78 ► 
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HE PAST SEVERAL YEARS, 

the volatile trends in the ammunition 
market have had a serious impact on the 
shooting public. The only thing consis- 
tent about these trends is that they have 
been inconsistent. Who would have ever 
thought that .22 LR ammunition would 
be next to impossible to find and that 
a brick would sell for upwards of $75? 
Thankfully, the situation has improved for 
major retailers and online distributors. 
The prices, while not at 2010 levels, have 
returned to “reasonable" levels. 

The benefits of .22 LR pistols and 
rifles are well known to the shooting 
community and firearm manufacturers. 

A rimfire makes a great training pistol for 
beginners as well as helps experienced 
shooters practice fundamentals. Smith 
& Wesson has long realized the potential 
for quality pistols and revolvers cham- 
bered in .22 LR and .22 Magnum. Both 
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the Model 1 7 (K-22) revolver and 
the Model 41 pistol are legendary for 
their quality and accuracy. In recent 
years, the popularity of the centerfire 
M&P series of pistols led S&W to produce 
a .22 LR version. 

O ELITE RIMFIRE 

The M&P22 Compact is perhaps the best 
.22 LR autoloader on the market today. 
S&W first took the standard M&P and 
shrunk it by approximately 15 percent. 
This makes the M&P22 Compact the 
perfect size at 7.25 inches in length and 
5.03 inches in height. The overall weight 
of the pistol is 1 5.3 ounces. As with its big 
brother, the M&P22 Compact features 
a polymer frame that retains the same 
profile as the centerfire M&Ps. This 
includes the same trigger geometry, grip 
texture and accessory rail. The operating 
controls include a well-designed ambi- 



dextrous thumb safety and a reversible 
magazine release. The .22 version of 
the M&P only lacks the ambidextrous 
slide release. 

The slide is constructed from alu- 
minum alloy and finished in a hardcoat 
black anodizing. Internally, the recoil 
spring is a captured system for easier 
disassembly and assembly. A magazine 
safety is standard on the M&P22s, and 
the metal, 1 0-round magazines are well 
designed. A thumb tab on the side of the 
magazine assists the user in depressing 
the follower during loading. Unlike the 
centerfire M&P pistols, the .22 versions 
are hammer-fired, not striker-fired. The 
trigger pull on the sample I tested aver- 
aged 5.75 pounds. 

One area where many .22 LR pis- 
tols are lacking is sights. I found the 
M&P22 sights exceptionally easy to see 
and index. The front sight is dovetailed 

combathandguns.com 



Capped with a 
Gemtech GM-22, 
the M&P22 Compact 
IS nothing short of plinking 
and training good times! 



BY ROB GARRETT 




into the slide instead of staked, which 
makes it durable and easy to replace. 

The rear sight is also dovetailed and is 
fully adjustable for elevation. Windage 
adjustments are made by drifting the 
front sight. A three-dot white pattern is 
standard on the pistol to improve visibil- 
ity and sight alignment. 

Smith & Wesson has recognized the 
tremendous growth in the NFA market 
and, in particular, the suppressor mar- 
ket. Once considered exotic, suppressors 
have now entered the mainstream of the 
shooting market. The latest version of 
the M&P22 Compact is a suppressor- 
ready pistol with a threaded barrel. The 
barrel on the new Suppressor Ready 



model measures 3.56 inches in length 
and features 1/2x28 threading, allowing 
it to accept most rimfire sound suppres- 
sors. The adaptor is threaded on to the 
barrel and must be removed for cleaning 
prior to disassembly. 

0 CAN-DO COMPACT 

1 selected the new Gemtech GM-22 sup- 
pressor for evaluation with the M&P22 
Compact. The GM-22 features Gemtech's 
new G-Core. The G-Core is a monocore 
baffle core that was designed using 

the latest computational fluid dynam- 
ics (CFD) software. The CFD software 
allows the core to be designed, modi- 
fied and tested in a digital environment. 
The monolithic baffle is machined from 



LR, .22 WMR and .17 FIMR ammunition, 
Gemtech data indicates that the GM-22 
achieves a 36- to 39-decibel (dB) 
reduction in sound. 

The GM-22 is a user-serviceable 
suppressor. The end cap features the 
Gemtech logo and the square bore al- 
lows the use of a socket to disassemble 
the unit. This allows the user to clean 
the carbon fouling that builds up in the 
baffles. It should be noted that a dirty 
suppressor is actually quieter than a 
clean one. In internal durability testing, 
5,000 rounds were fired through a GM- 
22. At the end of the test, the GM-22 
was easily disassembled and there was 
no noticeable wear or corrosion of the 
key components. 




SPECIFICATIONS 


SMITH & WESSON M&P22 
COMPACT SUPPRESSOR 


Caliber 


.22 LR 


Barrel 


3.56 inches 






OA Length 


7.25 inches 


Weight 


15.3 ounces (empty) 


Grips 


Polymer 


Sights 


Three-dot, adjustable rear 


Action 


SA 


Finish 


Matte black 


Capacity 


10+1 


MSRP 


$409 



a solid block of 7075 aluminum. The 
angle and dimensions of each baffle are 
specifically designed for maximum gas 
and heat dispersal. The GM-22 has a 
1-inch diameter, is 5 inches in length and 
weighs a mere 2.5 ounces. Rated for .22 



During the first trip to the range, we 
found that the GM-22’s 2.5-ounce weight 
actually has a minimal effect on the bal- 
ance of the pistol. An additional advan- 
tage is that the suppressor's 1 -inch-di- 
ameter tube did not obstruct the sights. 



The suppressor-ready M&P22 Compact 
delivers many features of the full-sized M&Ps. 



The little pistol proved 100-percent 
reliable with a wide variety of 

ammunition that included subsonic 
loads and the hot CCI Mini-Mags." 



combathandguns.com 






S&W M&P22 COMPACT SUPPRESSOR 



The three-dot sights 
are easy to pick up and 
provide a clean sight 
picture. The 10-round 
mag (far righti has a 
lever for easy loading. 



The M&P22 Compact exceeded 
our expectations. It fits the hand 



well, IS reliable 

The initial rounds through the GM-22 
were louder than I had expected until I 
remembered I was shooting a brand new 
suppressor that had a new and clean 
baffle core. As the round count increased, 
the Gemtech GM-22 became quieter and 
the first-round pop decreased. 



and exudes fun. 

® RANGE REPORT 

During several range trips, we put 
close to 500 rounds through the M&P22 
Compact Suppressor without cleaning 
or lubrication. The little pistol proved 
100-percent reliable with a wide variety 
of ammunition that included subsonic 



loads and the hot CCI Mini-Mags. 

One thing about a .22 pistol with a 
suppressor is that the fun factor in- 
creases exponentially to the availability 
of ammunition. We ran through the first 
200 rounds just having fun. The M&P22 
Compact seemed to be a real tack driver 
when sniping debris on the backstop of 
the range. Golf-ball-sized targets, at 15 
yards or so, never stood a chance. 




MEPROLIGHT 



BEYOND EYESIGHT 

INTRODUCING THE MEPROLIGHT R4E OPTIMIZED DUTY SIGHT 

• Designed by decorated U.S. 

Special Forces veterans 

• Additional vertical and horizontal 
lines for optimum sight alignment 

• Tritium-based self-illumination 
for low-light shooting conditions 

• No batteries required 



Distributed by The 



MAKO 



GROUP* 



For more information or to purchase, visit themakogroup.com/meprolight 






tested was CCI's Mini-Mag, which aver- 
aged 989 fps and produced the smallest 
five-shot group of the afternoon, which 
measured a mere 0.59 inches. 

I received a Crimson Trace CMR-206 
Rail Master green laser just as I was 
completing this article. The CMR-206 
is the newest compact, rail-mounted 
laser from Crimson Trace. The human 
eye processes the color green more than 
any other color, and the CMR-206 is the 
brightest green laser allowed by law. To 
say it is a significant improvement over 
red lasers is a dramatic understate- 
ment. The CMR-206 is clearly visible in 
daylight conditions well past the range 
of traditional red lasers. Powered by one 
CR2 lithium battery, the CMR-206 has a 
run time of over two hours and features 
an auto shut-off after five minutes. The 
Crimson Trace CMR-206 is a great addi- 
tion for plinking, pest control or serious 
personal-defense situations. 

The M&P22 Compact Suppressor 
fits the hand well, is reliable and exudes 
fun. I also came to realize that, while 
not optimal, the little .22 was capable of 
serving as a personal defense weapon 
for someone who is unable to manage a 
centerfire pistol. 0D 



The formal testing confirmed our 
first impressions. I selected three of my 
favorite .22 LR loads to test for velocity 
and accuracy at 7 yards. The Gemtech 
subsonic load we used averaged 855 fps 
and produced a group that measured 
0.76 inches. CCI's 40-grain subsonic load 
has long been a favorite of suppressor 
owners for its consistency and accuracy, 
and it averaged 875 fps with a group that 
measured 0.83 inches. The final load I 



A An accessory rail is molded into the 
frame for lights and lasers like the 
Crimson Trace CMR-206 shown. 




The M&P22 Compact Suppressor 
turned in tight groups at 7 yards. 



PERFORMANCE 


S&W M&P22 COMPACT 
SUPPRESSOR .22 LR 


LOAD 


VELOCITY 


ACCURACY 


CCI 40 Mini-Mag 


1,003 


0.59 


CCI 40 Quiet-22 


904 


0.83 


Gemtech 42 Subsonic 


870 


0.76 



BULLET WEIGHT MEASURED IN GRAINS, VELOCITY IN FPS 
BY CHRONOGRAPH AND ACCURACY IN INCHES FOR 
BEST FIVE-SHOT GROUPS AT 7 YARDS. 



FOR MORE INFORMATION 



Crimson Trace 

crimsontrace.com; 800-442-2406 

Gemtech 

gem-tech.com; 208-939-7222 

Smith & Wesson 

smith-wesson.com; 800-331-0852 
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Belly Band- Item Ladies Short Shdrts #T11ia 



( 800 ) 601-8273 







PHilNSX* 

Established 1876 




SDP Compact 
Duotone 



DRIVEN BY PRECISION 



MACHINED FROM BILLET 
FULL LENGTH GUIDE RAILS 
POLYGONAL RIFLING 
LASER SURFACE HARDENING 
COMPETITION INSPIRED TRIGGER 



In 1985, the first semi-automatic SPHINX pistol was created using more than 100 years’ experience in precision 
tooling. In the early 2000’s, SPHINX became the ultimate statement in performance throughout the European 
IPSC circuit. Today, the SPHINX SDP blends pedigree and modern design to deliver renowned craftsmanship 
and surgical precision to the discerning shooter. 

Grab hold of 139 years of precision mastery, find an authorized SPHINX reseller near you at 
www.sphinxarms.com or call our toll free number: -i-l 855 KRISS US (574-7787). 



KRIS5 

USA 





innovative 



ion of versatiie and truiy 
DC rigs you can trust to 

"OUr ^do. BY JORGE AMSELLE 




IN THE OLD DAYS, all you needed to slap 
iron was a tough piece of cow leather 
to hold your gun on your belt, and when 
things started to get fancy they added a 
snap. If you were cheap, you could just 
stick the gun in your belt holster-less. 
However, with new types of carry, both 
open and concealed, and new materials 
being introduced, the holster of yester- 
day has evolved into a complete system. 

Like many gun owners, I have more 
than one handgun. When I carry con- 
cealed, I will switch which gun I have on 
me depending on what I am wearing and 
how I want to carry it. Each different gun 
means a different holster, and some of 
my guns also have lasers or lights on 
them, which means yet another holster. 
There are also universal holsters out 
there that have certainly been improving 
significantly. Here are some everyday- 
carry holster options that have “out of 
the box" thinking built right in! 



® 24/7 PROTECTION 

The Versacarry is an inside-the-waist- 
band (IWB) concealed-carry system that 
is very nearly universal. It holds my gun 



securely and comfortably in place and 
accommodates lights and lasers as well. 
The ingenuity of the system revolves 
around the barrel retention rod, which is 
made from a self-lubricating and tough 
polymer, that is inserted into the front of 
the barrel at a 45-degree angle and holds 
the pistol or revolver against the polymer 
clip. A polymer triggerguard is user 
installed in the retention clip for safety 
and can be set for right- or left-handed 
carry, and the integral belt clip fits up 
to 1 .5-inch belts. The whole thing really 
does live up to its “Zero Bulk" name as 
it is one of the smallest and lightest IWB 
holsters you will find. 

The holster's one-piece belt clip and 
body comes in different lengths to ac- 
commodate pistols with barrel lengths 
from 2.75 inches to 4 inches. This keeps 
the grip above the belt line for an easy 
draw. If concealability is a priority, I found 
that using the longer Versacarry with a 
subcompact pistol completely hides the 
gun below the belt line. 

As a welcome accessory, Versacarry 
also offers a spare IWB magazine holder 
with similar minimalist dimensions as 



its holster. The magazine clip is designed 
for single- and double-stack magazines 
and provides retention with a clip at the 
bottom that holds the top cartridge on a 
magazine inserted baseplate up. Small 
tabs on the side keep the magazine 
properly oriented. This provides a secure 




The innovative, 
low-profile 
Versacarry 
design holds 
your pistol by 
way of a barrel 
retention rod, 
and a polymer 
triggerguard 
can be installed 
by the user. 
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hold with an easy release when the spare 
magazine is needed. 

Recently, Versacarry also started 
offering high-quality leather gun belts 
available in a variety of colors and in 
either single- or double-ply for extra 
stiffness. A good gun belt keeps your 
holster from sagging or riding when you 
try to draw. It is an important part of your 
self-defense kit that is too often ignored. 

I found the Versacarry single-ply belt to 
be very durable, though I might opt for 
the two-ply belt for a full-sized gun. 

Finally, the VersaHub Bedside 
Mounting System ties everything togeth- 
er and provides for personal protection in 
the home. Made from a durable polymer, 
the VersaHub slips between the mattress 
and boxspring and holds your gun and 
spare magazine in the Versacarry holster 
and magazine holder. This system keeps 
your CCW handgun conveniently at hand 
while you sleep. 

® UNDERCOVER DEFENSE 

BlackHawk has developed a new IWB 
holster specifically designed for appen- 
dix carry. Appendix carry, which involves 
keeping the pistol in front of the body 
between bellybutton and hip, is growing 



in popularity because it provides faster 
access and improved concealability, and 
some find it to be more comfortable. 

The BlackHawk Appendix Reversible 
Carry (ARC) IWB Holster includes adjust- 
able belt clips that allow it to be used on 
ether the right or left side. These clips, 
which fit 1 .5- and 1 .75-inch belt sizes, 
can also be adjusted for cant and height 
to provide the user a more custom draw 
as well as improved comfort. BlackHawk 
has also used a softer polymer that of- 
fers more give and more comfort over a 
similar Kydex holster. 

The holster’s retention is also user 
adjustable with an adjustment screw that 
can be loosened or tightened to provide 
just the right feel. Given the popularity of 
rear-mounted, micro red-dot optics on 
many defensive handguns, the rear of the 




ARC holster features an open design that 
allows for the unimpeded use of these 
types of optics. 

® VERSATILE EDC 

Blade-Tech, which makes excellent poly- 
mer holsters for competition, duty and 
concealed-carry use, has a new system 
in the Total Eclipse line that offers a 
great deal of versatility for the end user. 
This holster can be carried in six differ- 
ent ways including on the waistband, 
inside the waistband, right- or left-hand- 
ed and either with a straight drop or an 
FBI-style forward cant. 

Like the Eclipse holster on which it is 
based, the Total Eclipse features a very 
thin pancake design that rides close to 
the body and provides a full grip of the 
pistol for a secure draw. It also features 






a full sweat guard to protect the firearm 
and increase comfort while carrying, and 
it offers a low-cut front opening for a 
faster draw. The friction retention is ad- 
justable as well to suit user preference. 

The Total Eclipse differs from its pre- 
decessor not just in its versatility but also 
in how the continuous curve design now 
includes the attachment system as well. 
With this holster you get all of the extras 
that make it fully adjustable, including 
the quick clip on-off system in the IWB 
mode. This makes removing and replac- 
ing the entire holster a very easy affair 
without having to remove the belt. 

® CARRY CLASSIC 

Of course, just because we are mod- 
ern people doesn't mean we can't still 
appreciate a fine piece of leatherwork. 




Likewise, just because you are mak- 
ing a holster out of fine leather doesn't 
mean that you can't incorporate modern 
design elements. In this regard, Tagua 
Gunleather has accomplished quite a feat 
with its 4-in-1 Inside The Pant Holster. 

This leather holster is available 
in black or brown, and either with or 
without a retainer thumb-break strap 
for added retention. What really sets 
the 4-in-1 Holster apart is that it can be 
carried inside the waistband or outside 
the waistband, appendix style as well as 
cross-draw and sideways in the small of 
the back. This versatility is accomplished 
without having to make any adjustments 
or change any tabs on the holster itself, 
and making life easier is a good thing. 

The secret is in the installed metal clip 
as well as the vertical, horizontal and 
canted belt loops on the opposite side. 
Both right- and left-handed holsters 
are available to fit your needs. ED 



FOR MORE INFORMATION 



BlackHawk 

blackhawk.com; 800-379-1732 



Blade-Tech 

blade-tech.com; 877-331-5793 

Tagua Gunleather 

taguagunleather.com; 305-637-3014 

Versacarry 

versacarry.com; 855-278-9678 



Charter Arms Salutes 

50 YEARS 

of Personal Protection! 



Presenting the 50th anniversary commemorative 
Bulldog. This .44 SPL Bulldog Is made of highly 
polished carbon steel and features: 

• 3-inch tapered barrel 

• 5-shot cylinder 

• Classic checkered Bulldog-style walnut grips 

• Lifetime warranty 

The numbered, limited edition Bulldog’s grips are 
also enhanced with an original pattern engraving 
and detailed with 24-carat gold Bulldog Inlays. 

Own a piece of history - today. 
Oniy 500 wiii be issued! 




Charter Arms 
1 8 Brewster Lane 
Shelton, CT 06484 
(866)769-4867 
www.CharterArms.com -sj; 
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TESTING THE SIG SAUER MPX 

^ \ " submachine gun while at the Sig Sauer 
Academy a couple years back was a 
pleasure and pretty impressive overall. 
There was a ton of innovation in the 
MPX that made it a true next-generation 
subgun. With tens of thousands of 
rounds and hundreds of hours on an 
MP5, it brought back a ton of memories. 
Using AR ergonomics and controls, the 
operating system is weapon specific, us- 
ing a fully locked, short-stroke pushrod 
gas system. Being a modular design, it 
can be configured with several stocks 
and handguards. Lancer Systems also 
designed the MPX's magazine from the 
ground up, ensuring reliability. 

Subguns in 9mm are soft shooting, 
accurate and can be excellent entry or 
close-quarters weapons. They suppress 
well and can be very handy. While the 
select-fire switch is nice, they are just as 
effective as semi-auto short-barrel rifles 
(SBR) and many see them as perfect for 
home defense in the pistol configuration. 

After completing my test of the pro- 
totype, I requested the pistol version, the 

\ 
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Sig’s MPX-P 9mm CQB dominator redefines home-defense firepower! 



MPX-P, when it was finally made avail- 
able. The plan was to test it as a pistol 
first and then register it as an SBR. 

(D COMPACT 
HOME DEFENDER 

Configured with no stock, the Picatinny 
rail section at the rear the MPX-P is the 
perfect starting point for our examina- 
tion. A QD sling swivel at the rear allows 
you to use it in a similar fashion to a 
personal-defense weapon (PDW). In a 
pistol configuration, you can add the Sig 
SB-15 Stabilizing Brace or similar de- 
vices. Register it as a short-barreled rifle 
(SBR) and you can add either a folding or 
collapsible stock. All else remains the 
same. The gun's safety, magazine and 
bolt releases are completely ambidex- 
trous. The design even uses an AR-style 
charging handle. 

The aluminum handguard is easily 
removed by pushing the front take-down 
pin to one side. Rails lock into place sol- 
idly at the 3, 6, and 9 o'clock positions. 
Three short aluminum rails are supplied 
along with a forward hand stop. The top 



rail is continuous and accepts any AR 
sights, red dots or optics. The gun also 
features front and rear flip-up sights. 

The MPX-P was equipped with an 
interchangeable, 8-inch, coated barrel 
that includes the gas block. The barrel is 
capped with an A2-style flash suppressor 
and is threaded for13.5x1 LH suppressor 
use. The MPX-P's top-feed magazines 
are polymer with metal feed lips. One 
30-round magazine was included with 
my test gun, along with an Armageddon 
Gear single-point sling. 

While you can certainly use iron 
sights on a pistol like this, the addition 
of a red-dot sight is preferred in my opin- 
ion. I added Aimpoint's newest Micro T-2 
with a riser to allow me to co-witness 
the iron sights. Adjustable for use in any 
light condition or with night-vision equip- 
ment, the T-2 is rugged with a battery 
life measured in years. 

Sig Sauer uses a metric left-hand 
threading on its pistols and rifles, al- 
lowing the company's suppressors to 
be used on either. This also makes it 
unlikely that you will thread the wrong 



BY DAVID BAHDE 

size suppressor on your weapon. Liberty 
Suppressors offers a ton of adapters 
for its Mystic X, and I used one for this 
test. I've previously used this suppressor 
on several weapons, including the Sig 
Sauer P320C, and have found it to be an 
excellent suppressor. Built of titanium, it 
is lightweight with a small diameter, al- 
lowing it to fit under many handguards. It 
mounted up easily and allowed for some 
"quiet time" on the range. 

(D CQB FIREPOWER 

My preferred method for using pistols 
like this is slung on the strong side, 
tight to the body. Having a handguard to 
grab certainly helps, but shooting ac- 
curately while holding the gun out with 
no support is still a chore. Using the 
sling, you can push forward against your 
shoulder, using the hand stop to steady 
the weapon. It takes some time to set up 
properly so you get the correct distance, 
but once you're dialed in the MPX-P is 
pretty accurate, even on the move. This 
method has been used for years by those 
fielding the MP5 during dignitary protec- 
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tion details, or as a primary weapon as 
a medic or support team member. After 
first learning this with iron sights, I found 
it was made even better with a quality 
red-dot sight, and the Aimpoint Micro 
T-2 fit that bill rather nicely. 

Starting on the square range at 7 
yards, it took some time for me to get 
dialed back in. After 100 rounds or so, I 
was getting pretty nice fist-sized groups 
starting from a ready position. Using 
the strong-side sling (strong-side arm 
through the loop), the pistol sits at your 
side, similar to a bolstered position. It 
not only allows for some concealment 
where appropriate, but it can be pretty 
fast. Index the grip by pushing against 
the sling. Maintaining sling pressure, 
you drive it up and forward, grabbing 
the handguard with your off-hand as 
you index the target. Once the dot is on 
target, you go to work. With practice, it 
was possible to get on target in times 



Fast-targeting backup sights come with the 
MPX-P, including a flip-up front ItopI with 
semi-circular wings and an adjustable rear 
(middlel. The Aimpoint Micro T-2 (bottom) 
co-witnessed with the backup sights. 



similar to a solid draw (1 .5 seconds). 
Even when pushing my personal limits, 
it was possible to stay well centered at 
10 yards with groups a bit larger than my 
fist, which is plenty accurate for real- 
world applications. 

Now it was time to get a move on. 
Starting on the square range at 20 yards, 
forward and backward movements were 
added to the drill. Standard protocols on 
select-fire with the MP5 was double- and 
triple-taps, so that was the norm here 
as well. With practice, the MPX-P was 
pretty fast and as accurate as it gets 
when you’re minus a stock. I found it to 
be like running a similar setup with a 
rifle. Recoil, especially with the suppres- 
sor, was minimal at best. The MPX-P 
flings brass authoritatively and with solid 
consistency. Because I only had a single 
magazine, it was not possible to practice 
reloads, but it inserted straight in with 
no rocking needed. It also locks open on 
the last round, making transitions from 
an AR pretty easy and reloads about as 
fast as they get. 

Working around the barricades, I 
found that the handstop worked rather 
nicely. Rather than use sling pressure, it 
was locked against the barricade. Just 




Timepieces designed for high 
performance and high class 
from down range to downtown. 

This modest company is a labor of love for 
its founder, R E. Smith and even welds his 
name. Founded in 2009, RESCO Instru- 
ments aspired te build a sleek, simple and 
rugged timepiece. This vision was realized 
with the production of the Gent “Palriot’' 
model, which now graces Ihe wrists of over 
100 active duty US Navy SEALs including 
Resco’s founder, R.E, Smith who is still in 
active service as a US Navy SEAL. The 
Geni Patriot line is Ihe only watch that has 
been field tested through every phase of 
NSVif training by actual operators who' 
provided feedback and design input. We 
pride ourselves on being an American 
brand. All of our watches are designed, 
assembled and tested in Coronado USA 
and bear the name of our hometown on the 
base of the dial. Current RESCO Collec- 
tions indude our Geni Re-release, Gen2 
Patriot, GMT Red Circle, BlackFrog, 
Manus Chronograph, Hooper and BullFrog 
Collection. 

Visit our website to learn more today 

www.Rescolnstruments.com 



To all those who have 
gone downrange, 

we salute you! 





1 . The Sig MPX-P comes with flip-up 
front and rear backup sights. 2 . The 
top Picatinny rail makes it easy to 
add optics or reflex sights. 3 . The 
threaded barrel comes with an A2- 
style flash suppressor. 4 . Note the 
molded polymer grip. 5. The standard 
30-round mags are translucent. 



SPECIFICATIONS ^ 


SIG SAUER MPX-P 


Caliber 


9mm 


Barrel 


8 inches 


OA Length 


17 inches 


Weight 


5 pounds (empty) 


V Sights 


Flip-up front and rear 




Polymer 


^^on 


Semi-auto 


•Tmish 


Matte black 


Capacity 


30+1 


MSRP 


$1,400 




“Even with the suppressor, it 
remained plenty short and easy to 
work around corners and obstacles." 



lean into it, get your sight picture and 
you'll find that the MPX-P will stay pretty 
much in place. It's the same thing when 
working around the corners of a house. 
Indoors, the MPX-P was well suited to 
work from across the room. It really 
excels in tight spaces, making it a solid 
choice for home defense. Even with the 
suppressor, it remained plenty short 
and easy to work around corners and 
obstacles. I believe it would also work 
really well out of vehicles. 

Accuracy was pretty solid, although 
this type of pistol is more difficult for me 
to dial in when it comes to groups at 25 
yards. I shot a few groups while hold- 
ing the MPX-P like a pistol— single- and 
two-handed, with no sling— and as one 
might expect, the barn was pretty safe. 



After adding the sling, it proved much 
more accurate. With the sling extended 
for tension, it was possible to ring the 
6-inch steel pretty much at will, with 
groups on the paper in the 3- to 4-inch 
range. Moving to the bench with a rest, I 
found it to be more like a rifle than a pis- 
tol. My best group of the day measured 
just over 1 .5 inches, with four of the five 
shots closer to an inch using Hornady 
1 15-grain XTP ammunition. 

0 FINAL SHOTS 

Designed with duty in mind, the trigger 
is rather stiff. It pulled pretty clean and 
broke between 8 to 9 pounds most of the 
time. That's about the same as a true 
mil-spec AR trigger and a bit better than 
the MP5 was on semi-auto. Most 9mm 




Model; CW3833 Caliber: .380 AGP 



Barrel: 2.58” Capacity: 6+1 
Length OA: 4.96” Height: 3.9” 
Siide Width: .75” Weight: 10.2 oz 



www.kahr.com 

I www.facebook.com/KahrArms 
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NOW, your Glock^ 42/43 is 
ready... 




See all TR-Series touch-activated lasers for polymer pistols at www.armalaser.com 

^ ArmaLaser 800 680 5020 

Copyright ©201 5 ArmaLaser Inc. PATENT PENDING 
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SIG SAUER MPX-P 9mm 



LOAD VELOCITY ACCURACY 



Black Hills 11 5 TAC-XP 


1,275 


1.70 


Federal 147 HST 


1,015 


1.75 


Hornady115XTP 


1,250 


1.55 


Winchester 125 +P+ 


1,327 


1.65 



BULLET WEIGHT MEASURED IN GRAINS, VELOCITY IN EPS 
BY CHRONOGRAPH AND ACCURACY IN INCHES FOR BEST 
FIVE-SHOT GROUPS AT 25 YARDS. 



ARs deal with trigger pins walking and 
their recoil cycle is often more punish- 
ing. It seems counterintuitive, but it's 
true. Sig's MPX-P trigger uses a "bridge" 
that mitigates that and ensures it stays 
put, making it reliable if not stiff. Yes, 
you can drop in an AR trigger, but Sig 
Sauer will void the warranty, so it is not a 
recommended change. 

Running this pistol with the suppres- 
sor was a ton of fun, and the Liberty 
Mystic X worked well. It is longer than 
some, but its titanium construction 
keeps it very light. For me, this setup is 
going to stick around, and the suppres- 
sor will stay on my MPX-P even when a 
stock is added and it turns into an SBR. 
This is a really nice combination of sup- 
pressor and weapon. 

This MPX-P ran everything it was fed. 
It was all brass cased, but it ranged from 
1 15-grain FMJ in my catch-all ammo can 
of 9mm to 147-grain FIST from Federal. It 
never missed a beat, flinging brass sev- 
eral feet forward. Recoil changed with 
the ammo a bit, but it was never a real 
issue when it came to control, even with 
my Winchester 125-grain +P+ ammo. 

With the growing popularity of AR 
pistols in 9mm, this MPX-P system is 
timely. Given the choice between a 9mm 
AR pistol and the MPX-P, it is a no- 
brainer: the MPX would be my choice. It 
would also be my first choice for an SBR 
build. Add a stock and you get an incred- 
ibly handy SBR for home defense, vehicle 
carry or even CQB work. An 8-inch barrel 
gets you all you need from a 9mm and 
keeps it workable in tight spaces. If you 
were thinking about an AR-style pistol in 
9mm, make sure you take a really close 
look at the MPX-P. It may just change 
your mind. For more information, visit 
sigsauer.com or call 866-345-6744. 0D 



Editor’s NoU 

Want to see more live- fire coverage? Check 
out the author test-firing Sig Sauer's 9mm 
MPX-P at personaldefenseworld.com. 
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SCCY CPX SERIES 9mm 



REMARKABLE PISTOLS. 

REMARKABLE WARRANTY. 

Every SCCY CPX series 9mm comes with a warranty so complete, 

it even covers you against loss and theft! 










SCCY gives you a warranty that’s 
just as remarkable as our pistols. 

Every SCCY is covered by our 
exclusive Perpetual Warranty that 
never runs out— giving you free 
repair or replacement in the event 
of damage, loss or even theft. It’s a 
warranty that’s unsurpassed in the 
industry...just like our quality. 



Available in a variety 
□f colors and finishes. 

Capacity: 10+1* 9MM 

MSRP: $315 (CPX-a 
includes two mags. 



ti\jniJST3=:JE£ 



The NEW American gun 
company Founded on the radical 
idea that the customer comes first. 



866.729.7599 



WWW.SCCY.COM 




The king of custom 1911s builds a big case for the 9mm 

over the .45 Old Slabsides. by bill wilson 



OO 




“THE 191 IIS A .45.” "The .45 is a man's 
gun." "A .45 is the ultimate manstopper." 
"The 9mm is underpowered." "The 1911 
wasn't designed to be a 9mm." Let's face 
it, we've all heard one or more of these 
comments or similar ones. While there 
may be some truth to some of them, 
there's also something most of us often 
don't like much and it's called change, 
and that's what we have going on in the 
191 1 world right now. 

Previously there have been sev- 
eral legitimate reasons for the lack of 
popularity of 191 1 pistols chambered in 
9x19mm Luger/parabellum, primarily 
poor functional reliability (mostly due to 
magazines and a lack of proper extrac- 
tors), poor accuracy and inadequate ter- 
minal performance of 9mm ammunition. 
Well, that's all changed now, and there 
are several reasons I personally see a 
dramatic revival in popularity of the 9mm 
1911 in the future. Let's look at some of 
the primary reasons. 

® FIT TO FIGHT 

One reason is firearm reliability. Several 
manufacturers of 1 91 1 pistols now know 
how to build reliable 9mm 1911s. With 
our local shooting group (we shoot a lot) 
and the training classes we teach and 
host, I rarely see a firearm-related func- 
tion problem with 9mm 1911s, and 
certainly not as many as we do with .45s 
shooting factory 230-grain ball ammo. 

This is another story, but unlike 
popular perception, .45 FMJ round- 
nose ball ammunition is far from being 
the best choice for reliable functioning 
in the 191 1 platform. My buddies Ken 
Hackathorn and Larry Vickers do a lot of 
training these days, and they tell me they 
observe the same thing. 



John Johnston of BallisticRadio.com 
recently did a 4,000-round test of a 
Wilson Combat Protector Professional 
lightweight without a single malfunc- 
tion. Quality 9mm 1911 pistols just work, 
simple as that. I know at Wilson Combat 
we have put a lot of effort into quality 
components for the 9mm and figur- 



ing out how to improve its function and 
accuracy. There are other 191 1 builders 
that have done the same. 

0 BETTER MAGS & FODDER 

Another factor is magazine design and 
quality. There are at least five 9mm 
1911 magazines on the market now 
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that enhance functional reliability over 
traditional older designs. The original 
Colt-style magazines simply are not reli- 
able feeders with anything except FMJ 
round-nose ammunition. Wilson Combat 
recently did a major re-design of our 
9mm magazines and obviously I feel we 
have the best one, especially for feeding 
flat-point and JHP ammunition. 

Due to vastly improved bullet designs 
and propellants, the 9mm can now easily 
hold its own with .40 S&W and .45 ACP 
calibers in terms of downrange terminal 
effectiveness. The FBI and the Texas 
Department of Public Safety recently 
announcing that they were switching 
back to 9mm obviously validates the 
terminal performance of the caliber. 

For handloaders, the latest Vihtavuori 
reloading guide lists 3N37 loads that will 
push a 1 15 grain to 1,305 fps, a 124 grain 
to 1 ,236 fps and a serious self-defense 
load with 3N38 that will push a 147 grain 
to 1 ,207 fps. Folks, that's performance 
previously reserved for the .38 Super. 

Other than the .22 LR spectrum. I'm 
not aware of any caliber that has the 
wide selection of ammunition types that 
9mm does. Seems like today we have a 
9mm load for almost any purpose, from 
cost-effective training ammo to 20-round 
designer packs of the latest, greatest 
self-defense loads. 



We also need to consider the cost of 
ammunition. Let's face it, if you want to 
be proficient with a handgun, you have 
to shoot a substantial amount of ammo, 
and it is expensive these days. At current 
street prices, you can almost shoot two 
rounds of 9mm for the cost of one round 
of .45 ACP. Less cost equals more shoot- 
ing, which equals more proficiency 
with your pistol! 

0 NATURAL TRAINER 

The mild recoil and muzzle blast com- 
pared to .40 S&W and .45 ACP make the 
9mm much easier to shoot, especially 
for inexperienced shooters. We do a 
lot of shooting here at the CWC ranch 
between our local shooting group and 
the training classes we put on. Without 
exception, everyone shoots a 9mm better 
than a .45, often dramatically better, as 
is the case with students of small stature 
and/or female shooters. In addition, 
it's the ideal caliber for young shooters 
looking to move up from .22 rimfire to a 
centerfire caliber. 

During training classes, students 
often shoot 300 to 500 rounds in a day 
depending on the instructor or the type 
of class. Staying focused for large round 
counts so you continue to learn to do 
something except make empty cases can 
be tough, especially for newer shooters. 



I think virtually all firearms instructors 
will agree with me that students fatigue 
less and stay focused for larger round 
counts when shooting the 9mm versus 
the .45 ACP cartridge. 

While quality .45s typically are inher- 
ently very accurate, so are 191 Is in 
9mm, possibly even more so. Take NRA 
Action Pistol competition for example. 
Almost all the top competitors shoot 
some form of 9mm 1911, and this sport 
requires superb accuracy to be competi- 
tive. It is not uncommon at all to see a 
quality 9mm 1911 shoot sub-1-inch 
groups at 25 yards. In addition to the 
inherent accuracy capability of the pistol/ 
ammunition combination, less recoil and 
often less muzzle blast equals more ac- 
curate shooting. 

Finally, with modern self-defense 
loads, I like 1 1 rounds of 9mm a lot bet- 
ter than I like nine rounds of .45! From 
my perspective, more ammo available is 
always better. 

0 HIGH PERFORMANCE 

A pistol in 9mm endures much less bat- 
tering than the same pistol in .40 S&W, 
.45 ACP or, heaven forbid, 10mm, which 
results in a substantially longer service 
life. Instances of parts breakage are also 
reduced and recoil springs last dramati- 
cally longer. While I have no proof of this, 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 97 ► 




New-shooter-friendly recoil of 9mm guns Dozens of companies are stepping up to 
keeps the “fun” in fundamentals. Shown the plate to offer 9mm 191 Is in various 
here is the author's grandson, Josh Wilson, configurations to satisfy demand, 
at the CWC Ranch range. 




Joyce Wilson, an acclaimed shooter and the 
wife of Bill, helps a wounded warrior get 
back into training with a 9mm Wilson 1911. 






Angel 7 Industries delivers next-gen eye 

protection for the serious shooter. 




''SHOOTER READY. STAND BY!" 

With that the buzzer rings out and 
rounds begin to fly downrange. The 
shooter sprints from station to station, 
smoothly reloading as they go. The 
stage ends, weapons are checked and 
the shooter walks off hoping that they 
just shot the best stage of their life. 

Many factors go into a good run and 
they range from the gun and ammo to 
gear and skill. One of the most crucial 
components is solid eye protection. At 
the professional level, a shooter would 
never even consider using just off-the- 
shelf glasses. They know that the clear- 
er their vision, the better their score. 
With that equation in mind, scores are 
about to go up with the arrival of Angel 7 
Industries' Ghost Shield glasses. 

Angel 7's new Ghost Shield glasses 
are a game-changer. They are some 
of the clearest and quickest-reacting 
photochromic glasses available. In 
fact, with a clarity rate of 90 percent, 
they lead the entire industry. Add to 
this clarity their ability to automati- 
cally lighten and darken in response to 
sunlight. According to Angel 7, Ghost 
Shield technology enables eyewear and 
eye protection systems to automatically 
adjust to any lighting condition faster 
than other photochromic technology. 
Eyewear systems utilizing Ghost Shield 
technology are almost completely clear 
and return to clear almost three times 
faster than other photochromic glasses. 

® SUPERIOR PROTECTION 

Ghost Shield glasses also have ex- 
ceptional ballistic strength. The Ghost 
Shield design offers great protection 
without compromising lens thickness, 
optical clarity or increasing weight. To 
prove its point, Angel 7 Industries fired 
a 12-gauge shotgun at the glasses from 
close range. While there was obviously 
some scarring and scratches on the 
lenses, there was ultimately no penetra- 
tion of pellets through the glasses. If 
a shooter has any debris or even gas 
blowback in their eyes, it can cost them 
the match, if not more. 



The glasses provided complete eye 
coverage both vertically and horizon- 
tally. This is critical since many com- 
petitions place shooters in awkward 
positions. The lack of a top frame bar 
gets rid of any vision impairments as- 
sociated with so many other glasses. 
This is especially helpful when you end 
up behind a riflescope. The top bar on 
most glasses has caused consternation 
with many a competitor. They run to a 
station only to have their glasses slip 
down slightly. They bear down behind 
the scope only to have the top of their 
glasses lay right in the middle of their 
vision field. The Ghost Shield glasses 
provide crystal-clear vision that does 
not interfere with scoped rifle shooting. 

(S) BUILT TO WIN 

The fit of the Ghost Shield is good as 
well. With thin arms and an ample nose 
bridge, they sit on the face very comfort- 
ably. Thick and heavy arms become very 
uncomfortable over time. Additionally, 



thicker arms actually diminish the ear 
protection's ability to dampen sound. 
The channel that is created between 
the glasses' arm and the ear pro allows 
sound to travel into the ear. The arms 
for the Ghost Shield are thin yet strong 
enough to be durable. They fit snugly 
under the ear protection and do not dig 
into your skull over time. 

The new Ghost Shield glasses from 
Angel 7 are indeed a game-changer. 

As they begin to make their way into 
the marketplace, I have no doubt in 
my mind that the competitive shooting 
world will take notice. As profession- 
als, the company understands the need 
for gear that performs without issue 
every single time it is brought into ac- 
tion. Ghost Shield provides the perfect 
trifecta of winning characteristics: clear 
vision, ballistic protection and excep- 
tional fit. These truly are the match 
champions of ballistic eyewear. For 
more, visit angel7industries.com or call 
800-620-1 528. 0D 



Angel 7 conducted extreme testing on its glasses. Shot from a 
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GUNSMITH! 



Get your FREE 
introductory video 
gunsmithing lesson and 
complete information 
package todayl 



In this FREE introductory video gunsmithing 
lesson featuring renowned Master Gunsmith 
Robert "Boh" Dunlap you WILL learn: 

• How to ensure reliable auto-pistol VV 

feeding and prevent jams W 

• Understanding and timing of Remington 870 cartridge stops 

• Checking and adjusting "'range" on Smith & Wesson revolvers 

• Troubleshooting ejection problems on Browning A-5 shotguns 

• How a gas system works on a Colt AR-1 5 

• AR-7 trigger repairs 

• Secrets of fast and easy gun repair! 

• Exclusive teaching method demonstrated in proven video format 
that makes learning a snap and much more. . . 

Your FREE video will come with a complete information package on how to get started 
in gunsmithing FAST. President's Guarantee: I am so confident you will learn how to 
become a gunsmith by watching this FREE video, that I will give you a $10 gift 
certificate good towards an AGI video of your choice when you order this package. 
Sincerely, Gene Kelly, President, American Gunsmithing Institute 

Need assistance in getting started or just want more information? 
We're here to help - call a student advisor today at 1-800-797-0867. 



Quickly learn the step-by-step secrets of 
ow to make money gunsmithing part-time, 
full-time, or as a retirement income. 

Currently there is a HUGE Demand for Gunsmiths! 

Millions of guns need fixing. Most of the old-time gunsmiths hove 
retired and haven't been replaced because previously there 
wasn't a cost effective way to quickly train individuals to become 
gunsmiths and help them make money fast. This has created a 
chronic shortage and a huge opportunity for you. 



DISABLED VETERANS: Have the Government pay for your training! ca school code #2800501 

If you are a disabled Veteran with a 30% or more disability rating you may qualify for this program through Veterans Affairs. 



To get your FREE VIDEO go to: 



Gunsmithing is a recession-proof business. Even in tough times 
people spend money to get their guns repaired or professionally 
cleaned. It's a lot cheaper than buying a new one and they still 
want and need them for hunting and self defense. You can even 
work part-time right from your home. YoUf OHB iSltlB 
invBstmBnt in thB ioursB iould provide you 
with a filefime of ificome and opportunity. 

Here’s what you will learn in your FREE VIDEOI 

How AGI's Professional Gunsmithing Course changed Robert 
Briskey's life: "Within one short year I opened up my own firearms 
repair and custom refinishing shop. A4y business is exceeding my 
dreams. The freedom I enjoy being self-employed is priceless. 

Without the opportunity that AGI's course offered, my dream would 
be just that, a dream. " Robert T. Briskey, Battle Hen Armory 

You don't have to wait to start gunsmithing! It only takes a 
relatively small investment to get started. As soon as you begin 
watching the videos you will be able to start making repairs. 
Anytime you run into a problem, you just pop in the DVD on the 
subject or model gun that you need information on and do a 
quick review. 

Couldn't get a better recommendation: "/ made the mistake of faking 
another cheaper gunsmithing course. I knew I made a mistake when I 
read in one of my lesson books that for further instructional help, go 
to the AGI website and get a DVD on the subject. When other 
schools are giving YOU that kind of acknowledgement, then you 
have to be the best. " Gordon Fisher 



^ ww w,ggiHP.com o cai l -800-797-0867 

AMERICAN GUNSMITHING INSTITUTE 



Offer Code: 
HP2015 








After 25 years, the .40 S&W caliber is a still a formidable 
game-changer for personal defense! Here’s why. 

BY DR. MARTIN D. TOPPER 



The .40 Smith & Wesson cartridge is a 
true success story. Part of the reason 
is that it's a well-balanced compromise 
between the high cartridge capacity of 
the "Wonder Nines" and the reputed 
stopping power of the .45 ACP. Another 
part is the fact that .40-caliber firearms 
and ammo have increased in variety and 
improved steadily over the last 25 years. 

The .40-caliber concept isn't new. 
Eleven percent of Colt Single Action 
Army revolvers were chambered in .38- 
40. Sometime in the 1960s and '70s, Bill 
Jordan, Elmer Keith and Skeeter Skelton 
brought the .40-caliber revolver concept 
back by calling for the development of a 
new revolver cartridge that fired a 180- 
to 200-grain bullet of approximately .40 
caliber at about 1,100 fps. 

As semi-autos became more popular, 
this "ideal" ballistic formula stimulated 
the development of pistol rounds like .40 
Guns and Ammo, the .41 Action Express 
and the 10mm. In 1990, Smith & Wesson 
and Winchester cooperatively developed 
a .40 cartridge with a standard rim that 
could be fired in a 9mm platform. The 
idea caught on like wildfire after the 
appearance of the S&W Model 4006 and 
its 180-grain JHP cartridge with a veloc- 
ity of 1 ,010 fps and 408 foot-pounds of 
muzzle energy. 

® HIGH PERFORMANCE 

The vast majority of .40 S&W guns used 
today for personal defense and law 
enforcement are semi-autos. The follow- 
ing is just a sample of some of the more 
popular .40-caliber pistols currently 
available. There are other well-made 
.40 S&W pistols on the market and they 
should not be overlooked just because 
they're not listed in this article. 

Subcompacts: Even though the dou- 
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ble-stack .40s were the first to appear, 
the popularity of the .40 S&W cartridge 
soon led manufacturers to modify their 
single-stack 9mm guns to fire .40 ammo. 
Most single-stacks are striker-fired and 
have polymer frames. Kahr's CT40 and 
P40 are light, highly reliable and very 
popular. S&W's .40-caliber M&P Shield 
is also a good seller. Those who want 
heavier guns for better recoil control 
or who like hammer-fired pistols can 
choose the aluminum-framed Sig Sauer 
P239 or the steel-framed, 1911 -style 
Springfield Armory EMP. 

Shooters who want an extra two 
to four rounds in their deep conceal- 
ment guns have several double-stack 
subcompact .40s to choose from. 

They include the Sig Sauer P240, the 
Glock 27, Heckler & Koch's P2000SK, 
Beretta's PX4 Storm SubCompact and 
Springfield's XD Mod. 2. Three of these 
are striker-fired, while the Sig Sauer and 
the Beretta have hammer-fired actions. 
These guns are about the largest .40s 
that most people can easily conceal in a 
pocket holster for everyday carry. 

Compacts: Compact semi-autos are 
about the largest pistols average-sized 
people can conceal well under a light 
jacket or sweater in an inside-the-waist- 
band holster. Compact .40s usually hold 
12 to 16 rounds of ammunition and have 
barrels about 4 inches long. They include 
the Jericho 941 , Sig Sauer's P229, HK's 
P2000 and USP Compact, Roger's SR- 
40C, the Glock 23, Smith & Wesson's 
M&P .40 Compact and Beretta's PX4 
Storm Compact. 

Full Size: Full-sized pistols are 
usually worn outside the belt and are 
primarily used for open carry and/or 
home defense. Pistols like Roger's SR- 
40, Smith & Wesson's M&P .40, 



HK's VP40 and P30L and the Glock 22 
are popular choices in this category. Like 
the compact models, these guns have 
either polymer or aluminum frames 
and are either striker or hammer fired. 
The barrels on these guns are gener- 
ally between 4 and 4.5 inches, and their 
double-stack magazines usually hold 12 
to 1 5 rounds of ammunition. 

® FORMIDABLE .40s 

The concept of an "ideal" cartridge may 
have stimulated the development of the 
.40, but it was soon cast aside in the late 
1980s after the FBI shootout in Miami, 
which helped cause the shooting world 
to became deeply embroiled in a re- 
newed debate about stopping power. The 
argument probably never will be fully 
resolved, and instead of producing the 
"ideal" cartridge, ammunition compa- 
nies began developing high-performance 
ammunition based on bullet perfor- 
mance in 10-percent ballistic gelatin. 

Today we have .40 S&W ammunition 
designed for a number of law enforce- 
ment and civilian shooting scenarios. 
This allows people who carry guns to 
make the best ammunition choice they 
can based on shooting conditions they 
can reasonably anticipate. I use the word 
reasonably with care, because conditions 
can change rapidly in critical incidents 
when assailants hide behind or leave 
cover. There are no magic bullets or 
guarantees in a gunfight. 

Reduced Penetration: This type of 
ammunition is specifically designed 
for use in places where there is a high 
possibility of collateral damage due to 
overpenetration, such as large social 
gatherings where people are packed 
tightly together, dwellings with thin 
walls and industrial facilities where a 
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40 S&W 140gr DPX j 

Vclocitj'' I200fps 44Sft/lbs 



0 

1 . The .40 S&W is powerful yet controllable. 

2. The RugerSR40 has a 16+1 capacity. 

^ 3. The .40 S&W was born for law enforcement. 

4 . Sig’s P229 is popular with civilians and police. 

5 . Federal’s Guard Dog ammo has a polymer disk 
^ that promotes expansion. 6 . S&W’s M&P40 serves 

with many officers. 7 . Speer’s .40 S&W Gold Dot 
(center) expands halfway between the 9mm and 
.45 AGP. 8 . HK’s new VP40 has a 13+1 capacity. 

9 . CorBon’s DPX expands and penetrates reliably. 

10 . HK’s USP Compact is built for concealed carry. 
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deep-penetrating bullet has the po- 
tential to cause serious consequences. 
Ammunition best suited for these types 
of scenarios contains lightweight bullets 
that incapacitate through rapid energy 
transfer rather than deep penetration. 
The .40-caliber rounds that meet this cri- 
teria generally produce 8 to 12 inches of 
penetration in bare ballistic gelatin, and 
also tend to fragment when they encoun- 
ter many types of barrier material. These 
loads include HPR's 105-grain Black Ops 
OTF, MagSafe's 46-grain SWAT load and 
CorBon's 1 1 5-grain Glaser Safety Slug 
and 130-grain Pow’RBall load. 

Controlled Penetration: Bullets used 
in controlled penetration ammunition 
are designed to expand and penetrate 
on the order of 1 1 to 14 inches in bare 
ballistic gelatin. They also tend to remain 
intact when they penetrate light barriers, 
like wallboard, multiple light sheets of 
plywood and side windows on automo- 
biles. Generally, these loads have light or 
middleweight bullets such as Federal's 
135-grain Flydra-Shok and 135-grain 
Guard Dog, Liberty Ammunition's 
60-grain Civil Defense, Winchester's 
155-grain Silvertip, Remington's 
155-grain HTP, Speer's 165-grain Gold 
Dot, and Hornady's 165-grain Critical 



Defense and 155-grain XTP. 

Deep Penetration: Bullets used in 
deep penetration ammunition often are 
heavy-for-caliber in weight and have 
bonded cores or all-copper X-bullet 
construction. These projectiles are 
designed to both expand and penetrate 
barriers like automobile door sheet 
metal, car windshield safety glass and 
multiple sheets of plywood and wall- 
board while still penetrating a minimum 
12 inches and no more than 18 inches 
in 10-percent ballistic gelatin, as re- 
quired by the FBI's ammunition test 
protocol. These loads include Speer's 
180-grain Gold Dot, Federal's 165-grain 
HST, Winchester's 165-grain PDX1 
and 165-grain Ranger T, Remington's 
180-grain Golden Saber Black Belt and 
180-grain Ultimate Defense, CorBon's 
140-grain DPX, Wilson Combat's 
140-grain TAC-XP, Barnes' 140-grain 
TAC-XPD and Black Hills' 140-grain 
Barnes TAC-XP and 180-grain XTP. 

Other Ammo: There are also a num- 
ber of contemporary defensive loads that 
do not fit into the criteria above. These 
include new designs like the 107-grain 
PolyCase Inceptor ARX, ICC's .40 S&W 
JHP and some conventional jacketed 
hollow points that offer controlled or 
deep penetration, but do not necessarily 



fit neatly within the criteria of the three 
categories defined above. 

0 EVOLVING FIREPOWER 

Recently, there have been articles 
predicting the imminent demise of the 
.40 S&W. These report that a number of 
law enforcement agencies have dropped 
the .40 in favor of the 9mm cartridge. In 
addition, they state that the 9mm holds 
more ammo, kicks less and causes less 
wear and tear on the gun, and these 
points are well taken. But does that 
mean the .40 is headed for obsolesce? I 
seriously doubt it. 

The fact that some 147-grain 9mm 
loads perform as well as or better than 
some .40 S&W or .45 ACP in gelatin 
tests is hardly conclusive evidence of the 
9mm's greater ability to incapacitate an 
armed assailant. That's because gelatin 
can only predict the bullet's capacity to 
expand and the bullet's average depth 
of penetration. Ballistic gel can't predict 
how specific bullet designs and calibers 
damage the various body tissues. In ad- 
dition, gelatin can only provide a rough 
estimate of localized and remote injury 
to the circulatory and central nervous 
systems due to internal pressure caused 
by temporary cavitation. Therefore much 
broader research is needed before con- 
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eluding that the 9mm is really superior 
to the .40 or any other pistol caliber. 

In the end, some law enforcement 
agencies will go back to the 9mm given 
recent improvements in 9mm ammo, the 
ability of some officers to shoot the 9mm 
more accurately than the .40 and the 
fact that the 9mm is less expensive than 
the .40 to shoot and maintain. However, 
many in law enforcement and a good 
number of civilians are satisfied with the 
performance of the .40 on the range and 
on the street. So they'll likely stay with it. 

If this didn't make it difficult enough 
to predict the .40's future, we don't know 
what improvements will be made in pis- 
tols and ammo in the next 25 years. For 
all we know, someone may yet perfect 
the Gyrojet and make the 9mm, the .40 
S&W and many other handgun cartridg- 
es completely obsolete. 0D 




Barrel ► 3.27 inches 
OA Length ► 6.1 inches 
Weight ► 27.4 ounces (empty) 
Grip ► Polymer 
Sights ► Three-dot 
Action ► DA/SA 
Finish ► Matte black 
Capacity ► 10+1 



MSRP ► $650 




KAHR CT40 



Specifications 

Barrel ► 4 inches 
OA Length ► 6.5 inches 
Weight ► 20.8 ounces (empty) 
Grip ► Polymer 
Sights ► White bar-dot 
Action ► DAO 
Finish ► Black frame, matte stainless slide 

Capacity ► 7+1 



MSRP ► $449 




5JR-DI $75 



A full-length belt slide that offers all-day 
comfort and superior concealment for an 



outside-the-pants belt holster. 
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K89-19011 


S&W M&P .45 Auto 
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SPRINGFIELD 
ARMORY EMP 



Specifications 

Barrel ► 3 inches 
OA Length ► 6.6 inches 
Weight ► 33 ounces (empty) 
Grip ► Cocobolo 
Sights ► Three-dot tritium 
Action ► SA 
Finish ► Black frame, stainless slide 
Capacity ► 8+1 
MSRP ► N/A 
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SMITH & 
WESSON 
M&P SHIEL 



Specifications 

Barrei ► 3.1 inches 
OA Length ► 6.1 inches 
Weight ► 19 ounces (empty) 
Grip ► Polymer 
Sights ► Three-dot 
Action ► Striker-fired 
Finish ► Matte black 
Capacity ► 6+1 MSRP ► $449 




SIG SAUER P239 



Specifications 

Barrei ► 3.6 inches 

OA Length ► 6.6 inches 

Weight ► 29.5 ounces (empty) 

Grip ► Polymer 

Sights ► Contrast 

Action ► DA/SA 

Finish ► Matte black 



Capacity ► 7+1 

MSRP ► $892-$1,120 




GLOCK 22 



Specifications 

Barrei ► 4.49 inches 



OA Length ► 8.03 inches 
Weight ► 25.59 ounces (empty) 
Grip ► Polymer 
Sights ► Fixed 
Action ► Safe Action 



Finish ► Matte black 



Capacity ► 15+1 
MSRP ► N/A 
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5-Shot Capacity 
22 Magnum 

22LR Conversion Available 
Lifetime Warranty 
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HECKLER & 
KOCH P30 



Specifications 

Barrel ► 3.85 inches 
OA Length ► 7.12 inches 
Weight ► 26.08 ounces (empty) 
Grip ► Polymer 
Sights ► Three-dot 
Action ► DA/SA 
Finish ► Matte black 
Capacity ► 10+1, 13+1 MSRP ► $719 




HECKLER & KOCH 
VP40 



Specifications 

Barrei ► 4.09 inches 

OA Length ► 7.34 inches 

Weight ► 28.93 ounces (empty) 

Grip ► Polymer 

Sights ► Three-dot 

Action ► DA/SA 

Finish ► Matte black 



Capacity ► 10+1, 13+1 



MSRP ► $719 




Specifications 

Barrei ► 4.1 inches 
OA Length ► 7.5 inches 
Weight ► 27.25 ounces 
Grip ► Polymer 
Sights ► Adjustable three-dot 
Action ► Striker-fired 
Finish ► Matte black or stainless 
Capacity ► 15+1 MSRP ► $529 




SMITH & 
WESSON 
M&P40 



Specifications 

Barrei ► 4.25 inches 
OA Length ► 7.63 inches 
Weight ► 24.25 ounces (empty) 
Grip ► Polymer 

Sights ► Front ramp, Novak rear 
Action ► Striker-fired 
Finish ► Matte black 

Capacity ► 15+1 MSRP ► $569 
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Make Statements at a Mile! 
World's Most Accurate Precision Rifles 
Custom, Hand Built to Perfection 
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(with Factory Ammunition) 
1-877-811 -GUNS (4867) 
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• Extremely comfortable 

• Holster component made from 
precision-molded Kydex® 

• Body pad built from edge-bound 
neoprene & ballistic nylon 

• Indestructible C-clips 
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TALE OF THE TAPE 



ing an exposed hammer, however, that 
Roger began offering the LCRx). 

Fora small, lightweight revolver the 
LCR is well balanced with a long but very 
smooth trigger pull that averages 10.75 
pounds. The deeply curved, skeletonized 
trigger requires nearly a full inch of pull 
to rotate the cylinder, cock the internal 
hammer and discharge the firearm, but 
the mechanism is designed to generate 
less friction than traditional double- 
action-only triggers, thereby mitigating 
some of the stacking generally experi- 
enced in firing double action. 

"The Winchester 
rounds clocked 
760 fps through 
the Colt and 768 
fps from the Ruger.” 

The gun is equipped with a stan- 
dard notched rear sight channel and a 
ramped front sight. (Editor's Note: The 
author's LCR used for Tale Of The Tape 
testing is an earlier version. Current 
LCRs have front sights containing a 
white insert for enhanced sighting.) 

The LCR in .38 Special +P weighs just 
13.5 ounces. The revolver stands taller 
than the Agent by a quarter of an inch, 
has the same overall length but with a 
slightly shorter barrel length of 1 .875 
inches and comes in just a tad wider at 
1.3 inches, (ruger.com) 

® RANGE REPORT 

Both guns were fired double action only 
at a distance of 7 yards using Winchester 
.38 Special 130-grain FMJ target loads. 
The Winchester rounds clocked 760 
fps through the Colt and 768 fps from 
the Ruger. The Agent has a smoother 
double-action trigger pull than the 
LCR by 0.75 ounces, which is subtle but 
noticeable. As to accuracy, both have 
comparable sighting capabilities with 
the Ruger gaining an edge with better 
balance and recoil control. The best five 
rounds from the Colt Agent measured 
2.75 inches, with a best three at 0.75 
inches. The LCR also grouped five at 2.75 
inches, with a best three measuring 1 
inch. So just about even. 

It all comes down to is weight versus 
ease of handling. The old Colt will 
always win out in capacity, but when ev- 
erything else is considered, the technol- 
ogy behind the LCR makes it an easier 
revolver to handle and thus a better gun 
for today's carry needs, even with one 
less round in the cylinder ED 
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See the full line of 
Remington® 1911™ pistols at 

REMINGTDNHANDGUNS.CDM 




Proudly Made in the USA 
by American Workers 
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WHEN CARL WALTHER INTRODUCED 

the 4.5mm (.177 caliber) CP99 air pistol 
in 2001 , it was regarded as a "training 
gun" by the renowned German arms- 
maker. It was, in fact, so accurate in ap- 
pearance, weight and general operation 
that German police departments (who 
carry the P99 and P99 variations) used 
them for training purposes. At the time, 
the CP99 was as close to "authentic" as 
an air pistol came, with the exception of 
the Beretta 92FS, which is also manu- 
factured by Walther's sister company, 
Umarex. Both, however, were pellet guns 
that fired eight rounds from a rotary 
magazine inserted at the breech. 

Nearly 1 5 years later, these two mod- 
els are still being produced, but over that 
same period Walther began planning 
even more authentic .177-caliber, semi- 
auto air pistols. At the forefront today are 
two new models, the CP99 Compact and 
PPS, both of which not only duplicate the 
size and operating features of the real 
9mm handguns they are based upon, but 
also have blowback actions which cycle 
the slide and chamber the next BB from 
a magazine contained in the grip. This 
redefines "training gun" because these 
are real Walthers made by Umarex. 

® CP99 DETAILS 

When Umarex began work on the latest 
CP99, the decision was made that it 
would have a blowback action for more 
realism and that it would not be the full- 
sized P99 version like the pellet gun, but 
rather the newer P99c (Compact) variant. 
While the CP99 is not an exact copy of the 
9mm (and .40 S&W) compacts, it shares 




is that the BB maga- 
zine and CO 2 capsules 
are not contained within a 
single magazine, as they are in a 
number of current Umarex semi-auto 
designs. The BB magazine still loads 
into the grip, but it is a thin, stick-type 
mag with a grip-sized floorplate, and the 
CO 2 capsule is inserted by removing the 
backstrap panel. 

The air pistol also has a manual 
safety on the right side of the frame, 
which is not used on the cartridge-firing 
P99 models. The overall handling of the 
air pistol, however, is nearly identical, 
including the dustcover accessory rail 
(there is even a Walther laser avail- 
able for the air pistol), the triggerguard 
configuration and the grip contour, mak- 



ing this an excellent training aid for 
drawing, re-holstering, slide operation, 
magazine release and sighting drills. The 
airguns are available in two versions, one 
with a black polymer frame and a black 



the same frame, slide and standard grip 
dimensions, trigger design and ambidex- 
trous triggerguard magazine releases. 
Where the gun differs in actual operation 



P99 replicas 

include 

triggerguard 

mounted 

magazine 

releases. 
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These BB- 
firing Walther 
P99 Compact 
I replicas work 
, just like their 
centerfire 
brethren. The 
' slide even locks 
back after the 
last BB is fired. 






t' 



‘When you pull the 
tri gger on the CP99 
Compact and the 
slide comes back, 
there is a sense of 



authenticity to this 
Walther air pistol. .. 






With dimensions 
nearly identical to the 
9mm Walther PPS, the 
blowback-operated 
Umarex PPS air pistol is 
an excellent training gun. 



metal slide and a two-tone version with a 
brushed stainless slide. 

In terms of weight and balance, the air 
pistol is a little heavier at 27 ounces; the 
actual P99c weighs 20.8 ounces unload- 
ed, but the two have the same balance in 
the hand. When you pull the trigger on 
the CP99 Compact and the slide comes 
back, there is a sense of authenticity to 
this Walther air pistol that makes firing it 
an experience, even if you're not using it 
to gain experience. 



0PPS 

PARTICULARS 

The first time you pick 
up the PPS air pistol, 
you have to wonder how 
Walther could make a 
$90 BB gun look and 
feel so much like a $599 
semi-auto. The degree 
of detail Umarex has put into this air 
pistol to make it look and feel “authentic" 
also pays off in its value as a training 



gun. The PPS air pistol 
has the same operating 
features as the 9mm 
model with the exception 
of a blade safety in the trig- 
ger. This has been replaced 
on the air pistol by a cross-bolt 
safety that can be set and released with 
the trigger finger. 

The trigger's shape is the about the 
same and trigger pull a bit lighter at 
5.2 pounds, compared to the 9mm's 
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CONCEALED CARRY RECREATIONAL SHOOTING SPORTS TACTICAL 



Look for Aztec, Bawidamann, Double Diamond, Slants 
and Hydro Dipped online. VZGRIPS.cem 
Enter CHG201G at checkout for 15% OFF your first order. 

MADE IN THE USA THE VZ WAY 



WALTHER R38 IN .177 

ONE OF THE MOST FAMOUS 9mm 

pistols of all time, the P.38 was originally 
developed by Walther in 1935 as a prototype 
design. The final version was put into pro- 
duction in 1938 as the Pistole 38 or Walther 
P.38. Featuring a recoil-operated, locked- 
breech design, it had a short, top-open slide 
and double-action operation, the latter being 
a first for a 9mm semi-auto military handgun. 

MARKS OF THE LEGEND; The 
Umarex Legends Walther P.38 is a single- 
action, 20-shot BB pistol with an authentic 
blowback action. Although not a double- 
action/single-action design like the original, 
the all-metal construction of this air pistol 
allows it to deliver its rounds at an impres- 
sive velocity of 400 fps. Highly authentic in 
appearance, markings and general operation 
(because it is a Walther), the barrel length is 
4.75 inches, overall length is 8.5 inches and 
its carry weight 30.5 ounces, which is very 
close to the original’s weight of 33.5 ounces. 
The gun is remarkably authentic in its 
handling, and it also fits any WWII-era P.38 
holster design. With a suggested retail of 
$118, this Walther air pistol is one of the best 
buys for a WWII-era design. — Dennis Adler 




7.6-pound average. It is still enough 
resistance at nearly 5.5 pounds to give 
the feel of pulling a real semi-auto trig- 
ger. Among other important features 
duplicated on the PPS air pistol is the 
use of white-dot sights to match those 
on the cartridge-firing gun, the same 
slide and magazine release levers, an 
integrated under-muzzle Weaver rail for 
mounting a small tactical light or laser, 
and, of course, having to pull the slide to 
the rear to chamber the first BB. Thus, 
every operation once the gun is loaded is 
identical to firing a 9mm PPS. 

Fora head-to-head comparison, I 
tested the air pistol against a real PPS. 
The target was set out at 7 yards— 
perfect for blowback air pistol accuracy 
as well as CQB use with the 9mm. The 
comparison began with drawing the gun, 
chambering the first round (normally, 
one would carry the PPS with a round al- 
ready chambered) and firing five rounds. 
In terms of draw, chambering, sighting 
and firing, the air pistol gives you the 
exact same handling with the exception 
of lighter resistance when chambering 
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the first round. And, of course, there is 
no recoil to contend with. 

The next part of the exercise 
was reloading. The PPS air pistol 
uses a separate stick magazine 
that holds 18 steel BBs, but 
M it is still released from and 

KvOk loaded into the grip in 
the same fashion as 
a 9mm magazine. 

^ The practice is in 

I f I actuating the 

II If ambidextrous 

^flf rnagazine 

I releases 

4^ Jw built into the 
triggerguard, 
reloading and 
releasing the 
slide to cham- 
ber the first round. 
Everything works the 
K ^ same way on both 

guns. Thus, for about 
B m ^Bl y°'-' practice 



The backstrap comes 
off to load the CO2 
capsule and has a built- 
in hexagonal wrench 
for turning the CO2 
puncture screw. 



every aspect of handling the PPS without 
the expense of firing 9mm rounds. 

SIDE BY SIDE 

As for accuracy, the best five rounds 
of Federal American Eagle 1 1 5-grain 
FMJ fired from 7 yards while the 9mm 
PPS measured 1 .2 inches. The air pistol 
nearly matched it with a best five clus- 
tered at 1.22 inches. The 9mm rounds 
clocked 1 ,124 fps while the PPS air pistol 
sends its .1 77-caliber steel BBs down- 
range at 350 fps. Sighting with both guns 
was virtually identical. The air pistol has 
a bit more creep in the trigger but it is 
close enough to the 9mm PPS to make it 
a viable training tool. 

Overall, for training purposes, this is 
one of the best choices in an air pistol 
for practicing handling skills with a 
concealed-carry-sized semi-auto. And if 
you own or plan to purchase a 9mm PPS, 
it is a very small investment to become 
familiarized with the gun and its carry 
options (especially how comfortably this 
very narrow pistol can be carried) before 
laying down $599 for the real thing. And 
every time you take that BB gun out to go 
plinking tin cans, you are still practicing 
with a pistol very similar to the model you 
carry every day! For more information, 
visit umarexusa.com. 0D 



^ MAKE READY 

"[^ WITH THE EXPERTS 

FIREARM & SURVIVAL TRAINING FROM THE 
WORLD’S MOST EXPERIENCED PROFESSIONALS 




ROKU 



800 - 381-9752 

PANTEAO.COM 

PANTEAO PRODUCTIONS, LLC 



MAKE READY ON 



With Panteao you get to learn in a one-on-one training format. 
Now instead of you going to the instructor, the instructor comes 
to you! Regardless of your experience level, Panteao has training 
courses that fit your needs from a diverse group of instructors. 
You can choose from our wide selection of DVDs or watch our 
videos online streaming in UltraHD & HD video from our website 
or mobile app and our Make Ready Roku Channel. 



DownlcasiJ on the 

V AppStore 










The Sidewinder and Mighty Mouse laser join forces 
for last-ditch, save-the-day defense, by william bell 



I'VE LONG HELD THAT SMALL handg uns 
and laser sights are a perfect match. 
Now we have both the perfect mini 
revolver and the perfect laser sight to go 
with it. Why do I label a mini revolver as 
"perfect?” Well, since late December of 
2012, when North American Arms (NAA) 
announced the Sidewinder, I've consid- 
ered it the epitome of the mini revolvers. 
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Other than a short-lived hinged- 
frame design put out a year earlier by 
NAA, the Sidewinder has proved to be 
the quickest mini five-shooter to load 
and unload due to its swing-out cylinder. 
While it's no .45, it offers five rounds of 
.22 Magnum firepower, and the ammo 
companies have now designed rounds 
with bullets that will expand when fired 



from a 1 -inch-barreled revolver. It's a 
backup gun for sure, but it still covers 
the first rule of a gunfight— have a gun. 

As far as the laser sight goes, I con- 
sider it a perfect complement to the NAA 
Sidewinder because of its simplicity of 
operation. Prior to the introduction of the 
Mighty Mouse laser sight by LaserLyte, 
all mini-revolver laser sights had to be 
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"...I like the intimidation factor of 
the red dot and the extra time one 
gets for target identification." 



SPECIFICATIONS 



NAA SIDEWINDER 


Caliber 


.22WMR 


Barrel 


1 inch 


OA Length 


5 inches 


Weight 


6.7 ounces (empty) 


Grips 


Laminated wood 


Sights 


Fixed 


Action 


SA 


Finish 


Matte stainless 


Capacity 


5 


MSRP 


$349 



turned on with a push-button or a switch. 
In my book, that requires too much in 
the way of fine motor skills when the 
stress levels are out of sight in a lethal- 
force situation. The Mighty Mouse has 
its activation button on the front portion 
of the grip that covers the frontstrap, so 
you grab the gun to shoot and the laser 
instantly turns on. 

® POCKET POWER 

The NAA Sidewinder is the pinnacle of 
the mini revolvers with its swing-out 
cylinder capability, which translates into 
simultaneous ejection of empty cases. 
With the one exception cited previously, 
the older version could only be loaded 
or unloaded by removing the cylinder. 
Essentially, you got done what needed 
doing in five shots. I was interested in 
seeing what the cost of having the swing- 
out cylinder was size- and weight-wise 
over a standard .22 Magnum mini. I 
measured a NAA Black Widow and found 
that the topstrap length was 2.05 inches 
on it and the Sidewinder. From the top 
to the bottom of the frame ahead of the 
cylinder, the Black Widow measured 
1.14 inches, while the Sidewinder was 
1 .22 inches, which is a slight increase 
to accommodate the cylinder crane 
assembly. Weight-wise, a standard .22 
Magnum mini weighs 5.9 ounces while 
the Sidewinder is 6.7 ounces. For me, the 
slight increase in size and weight are well 
worth it on the Sidewinder. 

Other dimensions worth consider- 
ing are the Sidewinder's 1-inch bar- 
rel, its stainless steel construction, its 
overall length of 5 inches, its height of 
2.87 inches and its width of 1 .06 inches. 
The Sidewinder has a single-action (SA) 
mechanism, which means it has to be 
cocked for each shot, but the hammer 
spur is easily accessible and serrated, 
and it has a serrated spur trigger. The 
mini revolver offers operators a front post 



and a fixed rear notch sight. You can also 
get it with a .22 LR conversion cylinder 
to make for less expensive practice. The 
grips are a smooth, laminated wood. 

0 LASER FOCUS 

The Mighty Mouse by LaserLyte will fit 
any of the NAA mini revolvers, includ- 
ing the Black Widow, the Pug and other 
standard models. Besides instant activa- 
tion, it has the red dot intimidation factor 
that, thanks to TV, everyone is aware of. 
The laser unit replaces the factory grip 
entirely, and a stalk that extends up from 
the right grip panel projects the laser 
beam over the top of the cylinder. 

Built from 55-percent glass-filled 
nylon, the Might Mouse unit is tough, 
and it attaches to a firearm using a hex- 
head screw. The right grip panel holds 
the 3x392 batteries and a coin-slotted 
compartment cover allows a battery 
change without having to remove the 
grips. The unit produces a 5-mW, class 
IIIA laser and has a constant-on life of 
over one hour. My sample came with 
batteries installed and three extras, plus 
hex wrenches for the grip and sight- 
adjustment screws and instructions. The 
tradeoff is the unit adds 0.75 ounces of 
weight and extends the gun's width to 
approximately 1.25 inches. 

I installed the Mighty Mouse on the 
Sidewinder and tried to adjust it match 
the revolver's point of aim (POA) at 7 
yards with the fixed sights. 



0 RANGE TIME 

For a tiny five-shooter with small sights, 
the NAA Sidewinder turned out to have 
plenty of practical accuracy. I used three 
different .22 Magnum loads shooting 
from the bench at 7 yards, and my best 
five-shot group measured 0.69 inches 
with CCI Maxi-Mag +V 30-grain JFIP bul- 
lets. Second place went to Winchester 
PDX1 loads and third place to Hornady 
Critical Defense. For point of impact/ 
point of aim, the gun shot slightly low and 
left with the sights. 

Next, I fired the .22 Magnum car- 
tridges into some ballistic medium to 
see what kind of expansion and penetra- 
tion potential the bullets possessed. 
Penetration using the CCI Maxi-Mag was 
about 8.75 inches, but the conventional 
hollow-point bullets didn't expand. The 
Flornady Critical Defense went in about 
5.25 inches and displayed a classic 
"mushroom," while Winchester's PDX1 
projectile folded back the jacket petals, 
forming jagged points for increased 
soft-tissue damage. 

To test the Mighty Mouse laser sight, 

1 re-installed the sight and then put up 
a reduced-sized silhouette target at 15 
yards. The Sidewinder was loaded with a 
mix of the test cartridges and I moved up 
to the 3-yard line. To my way of thinking, 
the NAA mini revolvers are for last-ditch, 
up-close-and-personal engagements. 

Having to use some Kentucky wind- 
age, after a couple of rounds I knew 




^ 



The LaserLyte Mighty Mouse laser 
activates as soon as you properly 
grip the NAA Sidewinder revolver. 



combathandguns.com 



February 2016 COMBAT HANDGUNS 85 






POCKET CORNER 




where to put the red dot to hit in the cen- 
ter of the head. I moved back to 7 yards, 
reloaded and, after putting the dot about 
2 o'clock in the 8 ring, I started getting 
center-mass hits. I had no trouble seeing 
the red dot at these two distances, but 
it got pretty challenging at 1 5 yards in 
shaded daylight. I had some hits over in 
the right shoulder area before I walked a 
couple back into center mass. 

Of note, and it was something I'd 
anticipated, was that the stalk with the 
laser projector makes dumping all five 



empty cases at once improbable. At least 
one or two cases would be left in the cyl- 
inder, and it had to be turned slightly and 
the ejector rod pushed again to extract 
them. Again, I don't think you are going 
to need over five rounds, and if you do, 
you'd better get some distance and cover 
between you and the bad guy(s) before 
you attempt a reload. 

The Sidewinder with the LaserLyte 



PERFORMANCE 



NAA SIDEWINDER .22 WMR 

LOAD VELOCITY ACCURACY 



CCI Maxi-Mag +V 30 JHP 


1,106 


0.69 


Hornady Critical 


939 


1.85 


Defense 45 JHP 






Winchester 


1,010 


1.26 


PDX1 40 JHP 







BULLET WEIGHT MEASURED IN GRAINS, VELOCITY IN EPS 
BY CHRONOGRAPH AND ACCURACY IN INCHES FOR BEST 
FIVE- SHOT GROUPS AT 7 YARDS. 



riding shotgun was fun to shoot. I'm go- 
ing to keep working with this laser unit to 
see if I can get POA matched up tighter 
with point of impact. At 5 to 9 yards, it 
won't make a lot of difference, and I like 
the intimidation factor of the red dot and 
the extra time one gets for target iden- 
tification. Without question, the Mighty 
Mouse has found a new home on my little 
Sidewinder, and in a near-future issue of 
CH, I'll be wringing out NAA's new micro 
member of the family— the 4-inch- 
barreled Sidewinder. ED 



FOR MORE INFORMATION 



North American Arms 

northamericanarms.com; 800-821 -5783 

LaserLyte 

laserlyte.com, 928-649-3970 









"’AVAILABLE NOW IN^ NDSTREAMING 
THE CHANNEL STORE 



Unlimited access so that you can watch our videos 



when you want - as often as you want. 
Streaming in UitraHD and HD resoiution. 

View the videos either on your computer, mobiie 
device via our Android or Appie app or on your 
teievision with our Roku channei. 



ANDROID APP ON 






raWUflTCAO 

















^7 


1 M L r T- 





























COMBAT TESTFIRE 







The Desert Eagle 191 1 GSS comes with 
several custom-grade features, including 
front and rear slide serrations, an undercut 
triggerguard, a skeletonized trigger and ? 
hammer, wooden grips and much more. 
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SHORTLY AFTER the parcel delivery 
service dropped off the box, I opened it 
and removed the black plastic case it 
contained. I unsnapped the case's two 
catches and took out the 191 1 pistol 
residing therein, removed the magazine 
and retracted the slide to verify that it 
was empty. I let the slide run forward 
and, pointing it in a safe direction, I 
pulled the trigger. Whereupon I ex- 
claimed “Holy cow!" 

The reason for this exclamation of 
surprise (delight?) was that the trigger 
on this particular pistol had without a 
doubt one of the lightest, crispest let-offs 
of any out-of-the-box 19111 have used 



in a very long time. I immediately went 
to my workshop and retrieved my RGBS 
trigger-pull gauge, and I was amazed 
to see that it registered 3.5 pounds 
because, to be honest about it, it actually 
felt lighter than that. 

Man, was I excited about taking this 
new offering from Magnum Research, 
the Desert Eagle 191 1 GSS (Government 
Stainless Steel) made by the Israeli com- 
pany Bui, to the range. 

The backstory on Bui is that it is a pri- 
vately owned company that was founded 
in 1990 and specializes in the develop- 
ment, construction and maintenance of 
indoor shooting ranges in both Israel 



and abroad. The company began building 
CZ 75-style and 191 1 -style pistols in the 
early 1990s. In 2009, Magnum Research 
began importing the company's 191 1 
pistols and today offer 1 1 models in 
Government, Commander and subcom- 
pact sizes with blue or stainless steel 
construction as well as a line with case- 
hardened frames. 

0 GSS SPECS 

1 became aware of Magnum Research's 
new stainless steel pistols— the 191 1 
GSS, 1911 CSS (Commander) and 1911 
USS (Undercover)— late last year. 

Except for their lengths and heights. 




There's no waiting for a ' ; * ^ 
gunsmith to customize the 
pistol the way you want It because 
it is set up that way already!” 
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Caliber 


.45 ACP 


Barrel 


5 inches 


OA Length 


8.6 inches 


Weight 


36.2 ounces (empty) 


Grips 


Checkered wood 


Sights 


Front blade, adjustable rear 


Action 


SA 


Finish 


Stainless 


Capacity 


8+1 


MSRP 


$904 





JUST 

DEPLOYED 



GETYOUR COPY ON 
NEWSTANDS NOW 




- The Desert Eagle 1911 e$S 
handled well and effered light 
recoil, which translated to 



^CH DESERT EAGLE 1911 GSS 



faster follow-up shots. 



...the Desert 
Eagle 1911 GSS 
comes out of 
the box ready 
to handle just 
about any task 
one might set a 
1911 pistol to... 




the trio has much in common: stain- 
less steel slides, checkered frames and 
backstraps, high-profile sights and much 
more. In fact, the most glaring difference 
is that the subcompact 191 1 USS features 
an aluminum alloy frame and an adjust- 
able rear sight. 

While I am a lifelong fan of the 191 1 
pistol, I must confess to not having much 
interest in the Commander and sub- 
compact platforms. My experience has 
been that the two shorter 191 Is tend 
to be finicky with regards to reliability 
and ammunition tolerance, whereas the 
Government model's reliability is legend- 
ary, or, as some of my acquaintances put 
it, "Because that's the way John Moses 
designed it!" 

As I've already described the pistol's 
(excellent) trigger, I will go on to tell 
you what else there is about the Desert 
Eagle 191 1 GSS that impressed me— and 
there's quite a bit of it. 

First of all, the slide and frame have 
an attractive (and practical) brushed 
stainless finish. The round top slide has 
dual dovetail cuts for mounting a square 
blade (with a white-dot) front sight and 
high-profile rear sights. The rear is 



sloped so as to not hang up when re- 
holstering the pistol, while its rear face 
is serrated to cut down on glare. Both 
can be laterally adjusted for windage. 
Grasping grooves fore and aft allow you 
to retract the slide with a variety of grips 
and from different angles. These grooves 
also have sharply cut edges so that doing 
so with wet/oily hands or when wearing 
gloves is not problematic. 

The ejection port has been lowered 
and flared to make sure that spent cases 
are removed quickly, while a full-length, 
stainless steel recoil spring guide rod 
ensures consistent slide reciprocation 
and lockup after firing. 

The frontstrap of the grip frame fea- 
tures 20-lpi checkering (as does the flat 
mainspring housing) for a firm purchase. 
Similarly, reduced metal under the trig- 
gerguard allows you to get a high grip 
on the pistol for improved recoil control. 
An extended thumb safety and beaver- 
tail grip safety with a palm swell allow 
positive manipulation of the two security 
devices, while the edges of magazine well 
are beveled to smooth out reloads. Both 
of the supplied eight-round magazines 
feature extended polymer baseplates that 
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The extended 
thumb safety 
and skeletonized 
hammer are 
black to contrast 
the stainless 
slide and frame. 



The 5-inch, stainless steel 
barrel is paired with a full- 
length recoil spring guide rod 
for optimum reliability. 



not only protect the magazines if they're 
dropped on a hard surface but also allow 
for more positive reloads. 

The skeletonized hammer not only 
looks attractive, but its lighter weight 
allows for a faster lock time, while the 
lightweight aluminum trigger can be ad- 
justed for overtravel. The sharply check- 
ered wooden grips improve handling 
and recoil control and should please the 
traditionalists among us who have an 
aversion to polymer pistol components. 
Lastly, and much to my liking, the slide 
stop lever has not been extended. 

® WARHORSE WORKOUT 

The 191 1 GSS comes with just about 
every "bell and whistle” that today's seri- 
ous shooters insist upon with their 191 1 
pistols— and right out of the box. There's 
no waiting for a gunsmith to customize 
the pistol the way you want it because it 
is set up that way already! 

I ran the 191 1 GSS through its paces 



at my gun club on a brisk afternoon. The 
accuracy testing was performed from an 
MTM K-Zone rest at a measured 25 yards 
with four types of factory ammo and my 
match handload. As I had expected, the 
pistol performed best with 230-grain 
loads with honors going to Hornday's 
+P Critical Duty load, which produced 
an impressive 1.6-inch group. The pistol 
tended to group a bit to the left, but as I 
had forgotten to bring my tool kit with the 
brass drift and hammer, I just had to live 
with the sights as they were. 

During this stage of test firing, the 
1911 GSS proved 100-percent reliable. In 
fact, the Federal 185-grain semi-wadcut- 
ter "softball" loads were digested effort- 
lessly, which can't always be said about 
this loading in an out-of-the-box 1911. 

Using a Safariland paddle holster, 

I ran the pistol through a series of off- 
hand drills from 5, 10 and 15 yards. The 
pistol handled beautifully (hey, it is a 
1911 after alii), pointed naturally and. 



TOPS KXIVKS 
STEEI EAGIE 107C 

facebook.com/TOPSKnivesofRcial 

#TOPSKnives 



“It will take you 
there and bring 




you back” 

www.topsknives.com 




P.O. BOX 2544 
IDAHO FALLS, ID 83403 

Phone: (208)542-0113 

Call for a FREE catalog! 
Dealer Inquiries Welcome 
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DESERT EAGLE 1911 GSS 




MTR CUSTOM LEATHER LLC 

(A-2) Dual Carry M (CB-1) Bull Hide Gun Belt 

f * ^ 



Holster. 

You can wear 



IWB/OWB and Tuckabfe. 






; 1 ) _ ■ 
r’ $60.00 Plus 5&H 



Only 

$70.00 Plus S&H 






WWW.MTRCUSTOMLEATHER.COM (336) 879-2166 



RELIABILITY, ACCURACY, 
PERFORMANCE. 

WOULD YOU EXPECT 
ANYTHING LESS? 



THE MOST ELITE NAME IN FIREARMS 
IS THE NEWEST NAME IN AMMUNITION. 

Introducing New Elite Performance Ammunition 
from SIG SAUER® From the standard bearer 
in high performance firearms comes a new 
standard in personal defense ammunition giving 
you optimal performance, round after round. 



^SAUER 

when it counts' 



SIG V-Crown™ Jacketed Hollow Point 

The SIG V-Crewn jacketed hollow point bullets 
with more controlled, uniform expansion at all 
effective distances and velocities. 



sigsauer.com/ammunition 
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MAGNUM RESEARCH 
DESERT EAGLE 1911 GSS .45 

FACTORY LOAD VELOCITY ACCURACY 



BULLET WEIGHT MEASURED IN GRAINS, VELOCITY IN EPS 
BY CHRONOGRAPH AND ACCURACY IN INCHES FOR BEST 
FIVE-SHOT GROUPS AT 25 YARDS. 



HANDLOAD 



VELOCITY ACCURACY 



PERFORMANCE 



Black Hills 230 FMJ 


832 


2.80 


Federal185SWC 


761 


1.80 


Hornady 230 
Critical Duty+P 


979 


1.60 


Remington 185 
Golden Saber 


1,006 


2.00 



Berry’s 185 
Plated/5 IMR700-X 



2.80 



thanks to its weight, frame and grip 
checkering, recoil control was above 
average. Except for a pair of .45 rounds 
that mysteriously wandered out into the 
right-hand target’s C-zone, all of the 
rounds ended up in the targets' A-zones 
and "heads.” 

® PERFORMANCE NOTES 

While there was a white dot on the front 
sight, the rear was plain black. I prefer 
this arrangement since I tend to uncon- 
sciously devote too much time to lining 
up three-dot sights. With this setup I just 
look through the rear notch at the white 
dot and put it on the target. Fast, positive 
and accurate. If you're so inclined, you 
might consider upgrading to a fiber- 
optic front sight that would enhance 
sight alignment, target acquisition and 
transitioning between targets. The vast 
majority of action pistol shooters swear 
by them and increasing numbers of man- 
ufacturers now offer them as optional or 
standard equipment. 

I was especially taken with the bea- 
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vertail grip and extended thumb safeties. 
I shoot with a high thumb grip with said 
digit on top of the safety lever and on 
some 191 Is I do not depress the grip 
safety sufficiently. I never once experi- 
enced this problem with the 191 1 GSS, 
even when firing it with an unsupported 
(one-handed) grip. 

A southpaw side note: An ambi- 
dextrous thumb safety would be a nice 
touch, especially so the lefties among us 
wouldn't have to go through the time and 
expense of installing one. Perhaps that 
will be an option down the road. 

All in all, I feel the Desert Eagle 
191 1 GSS comes out of the box ready 
to handle just about any task one might 
set a 191 1 pistol to, whether it be police/ 
military service, home/personal defense 
or competitive shooting. In fact, I plan 
to use it next weekend to compete in the 
Single Stack division at a local USPSA 
match, and I believe that the Scarlata/ 
Desert Eagle team will do quite well. 

For more information, call 508-635-4273 
or visit magnumresearch.com. 0D 




ACCURACY 

FOR YOUR POCKET 



NM-VC 



You can’t carry a pocket pistol confidently without knowing with 100% certainty 
where your shot will hit. The new Mighty Mouse grip laser from LaserLyte® 
gives you that confidence. Ergonomical ambidextrous activation assures the 
laser sight will be ready and active when you need it most, 




gun sights bore sights laser training lRLV 
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Contact 

COMBAT HANDGUNS® 

for Advertising Information 

PersonalDefenseWorld@harris-pub.com 
(212) 807-7100 




LAW ENFORCEMENT GRADE 




GL0CK42/43 




A MARRIAGE 
THAT LASTS 
FOREVER 



MSRP is $10.95 
Post Paid 




ST1 for many high cap mags 
ST2 for the wide body mags 
STS for single stack mags 



ST4 for the 10/22 bananas 
STS for hi cap .380’s 
ST6 for single stack .380’s 



800 - 775-3687 

www.adcosales.com 
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\ VZGRIPS.CGM j 



ALLTH 

DIFFERENC 



CONCEALED CARRY RECREATIONAL SHOOTING SPORTS | TACTICAL 

MADE IN THE USA THE VZ WAY. 



Zeiusf 

Patented Rust Inhibitor 



GUNOIL&VGI GUN BAGS 



20% Off 



all gun-related 
products 

with promo oode 

Zerust2G 



www.zerustproducts.com 
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PROTECT YOURSELF ; 

Feel the difference of precision engineering. The smooth-shooting 
PPQ® is a breakthrough in ergonomics for self-defense handguns. 
A smooth quick-defense trigger delivers accuracy and fast . 
follow-up shots. Something you should expect from the oldest 
name in personal protection. ' 
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BUILT IN GERrv1AN\ 




SIG SAUER SPECIALISTS 

P.O. Box 328, Culver City, CA 90232, USA 
310-558-4445 • Basic price list $3.00 

WWW.TJSCUSTOMGUNWORKS.COM 



WILSON € COMBAT 

OVER as DIFFERENI MAGAZINES PROVEN TO INCREASE tSIl rIuaBILIIY 




.45 ACPi 
5mm ^ 
38 SUPER 
10mm 

FULL'SiZE 

camPACT 



AT WILSONCOMBAT.COM 1-800-955-4856 

















When Concealed Discretion with Quick Access Matters 
STARTING AT $79.95 Model: PS2APX 

Mernickle Holsters 1875 View Court, Fernley, Nevada USA 89408 
Phone: [775] 575-3166; 1-800-497-3166; Fax: [775] 575-3188 

Email: sales@mernickleholsters.com Internet: www.mernickleholsters.com 




U-LOAD 

MAG LOADER FOR 
GSG-1911 AND CLONES 



MAKE RELOADING EASY 

www.mygtul.com 

757 - 647-0805 




COLLAPSIBLE. COMPACT & CO NVENI ENT... 
TO FIGHT YOUR WAY BACK T0M|<£ 



THE 

ALASKAN 

TAKEDOWN 






WL0R:s^0MPANY ■ ^ 

If The Moment Comes, * 

Use Your Handgun To Fight Your 

Way Back To The Ultimate Travel Rifle, taylorsfirearms . conn 




Be a Certified Gunsmith! 

Make Money in as litde as 90 days 
without leaving home - GUARANTEEDI 

The American Gunsmithing Institute^* exclusive 
Professional Gunsmithing Home Study Course 
is taught step-by-step by Master Gunsmiths 
on DVD. It's the ONLY Professional Gunsmithing 
Course using this up-to-date and proven method. 

Vfaur FREE video will come wfth a comp/ete 
information package with everything you need 
to krtow about ho w to get started gunsm/thJog. 
CaM us ROW at T -600-797-0867 or go to: 

www.agi H Rcom 



r Intense training with immersion courses in the 1 
"rii/es of engagement” for armed law-abiding 
private citizens with an emphasis on legal issues, 
tactical issues, and aftermath management 
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MassadAyoobGroup.com 



FREE 

GEAR! 



WITH 

SPBIH 6FIELP ARMORY. 

GEARUP 




2 Extra Magazines, 
Ballistic Nylon Range 
Bag, & Double Mag 
Pouch fREEt with the 
purchase of ANY new 
Springfield Armory® 
Pistol. 

SEP 1- DEC 37,201 5 

SPRINGFIElDraOMO.GOM 

SrR(NGFiEtDAffMC»?y'ff£SEflVES TWf FT^GM^ 
TO END PROGPAM AT ANY TIMB. LIMITED miE 
ONLY. WHILE SLfPPUBS LAST 










Bald Eagle 
Gun Safes 

Built with high-grade steel 
and offering up to one hour 
of fire protection at 1,700 
degrees Fahrenheit, the 
new BE1157, BE1158 and 
BE1159 gun safes offer a 
secure, organized solution 
to storing your guns at 
home. Fully adjustable 
shelving and a four-way 
locking system comple- 
ment each safe’s spacious 
storage capacity: 22 
(BE1157), 39 (BE1158) 
and 51 (BE1159). (bullets, 
com; 800-235-0272) 






BlackHawk 
A.R.C. 

Holster 

BlackHawk’s new 
Appendix Reversible 
Carry (A.R.C.) inside- 
the-waistband holster 
is constructed of a soft, 
injection-molded polymer 
for all-day comfort. The fully 
reversible and ambidextrous 
design accommodates left- and 
right-handed users and is packaged with 
two cant and ride-height adjustment belt 
clips for 1.5- and 1.75-inch-wide belts. 
(blackhawk.com; 800-379-1732) 



Comp-Tac XD Mod.2 Holsters 

With the release of the XD Mod.2 from Springfield 
Armory, Comp-Tac has updated a number of its 
holsters to be compatible with the XD line, the XD^ 
line and the new XD Mod.2 pistols. Comp-Tac’s 
updated holsters are built for a variety of carry 
positions. Comp-Tac’s updated holster designs 
include the MTAC, the Neutral Cant, the Spartan, 
the Infidel Max, the International and the CTAC. 
(comp-tac.com; 866-441-9157) 
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Spotlight on some now 
and notable shooting gear, 






Dead Ringer 
Snake Eyes For Clocks 

Now available for the Clock’s subcompact G42 
and G43, Dead Ringer’s Snake Eyes sight design 
lends itself to the natural shooting position, all 
while allowing quick target acquisition. Even in 
low-light conditions, the tritium front and rear 
sights glow continuously, (deadringerhunting, 
com; 855-355-4685) 



Recover Tactical HC11 

The HC11 holster is designed to fit any 
standard-sized 1911 pistol that uses Recover’s 
CC3H grip and rail system. It allows for a 
natural draw, comes with either passive or 
active retention, and is compatible with most 
rail-mounted pistol accessories, including lights 
and lasers. The holster can be set up for right- 
or left-handed draws and includes a paddle 
mount. It works exclusively with the company’s 
updated CC3H grip and rail system. 
(recovertactical.com) 



T-Sholster 

360BBH 

T-Sholster’s new omnidirectional belly band, the 
360BBH, offers concealed carriers the ability to use the 
same holster for inside-the-waistband (IWB), outside- 
the-waistband (OWB), cross-draw, small-of-the-back 
and even shoulder carry. This lightweight universal 
holster will fit most semi-auto pistols and small-frame 
revolvers. A snap thumb-break retention strap locks 
tightly with hook-and-loop fabric for added security. An 
integrated pouch also allows the user to carry three ad- 
ditional mags, (tsholster.com) 



Crimson Trace 

LG-646 For Bersa Thunder CC 

Crimson Trace now offers the LG-646 Lasergrips 
for Bersa’s .380 ACP Thunder Concealed Carry 
pistol. Each Lasergrips module features Instinctive 
Activation and a master on/off switch, while the laser 
sights are easily adjustable for windage and elevation 
with a provided wrench. Exterior raised-dot texturing 
on each side of the unit duplicates the standard pan- 
els on the Thunder CC pistol, (crimsontrace.com; 
800-442-2406) 
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Q-Series 
stealth 

Featuring tough, injection-molded 
construction, the Q-Series Stealth 
holster is versatile and easily con- 
cealable by virtue of its low-profile, 
ambidextrous, tuckable design, 
which can be worn with or without 
a belt. The holster is available for 
numerous Glock models, includ- 
ing the G42 and G43, and variants 
of Smith & Wesson’s M&P series. 
(qseriesllc.com) 





A holster is only as concealable as 
its holster clip. Replace your holster 
clip with UltiClip’s patent-pending 
design to gain over 10 times the 
retention while increasing conceal- 
ability. Greater retention means 
your holster is more versatile and 
can be used in ways previously un- 
imaginable. UltiClip was designed 
out of real-world necessity — it has 
no need for a belt or any other sec- 
ondary means of support to provide 
its retention, (ulticlip.com) 
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WHAT PROS CARRY j 



I personally believe a 9mm built on a 
7075-T6 aluminum frame will last as 
long as a .45 built on a steel frame. I'm 
basing this opinion on the lack of wear 
on my personal aluminum-framed 9mm 
191 1 and Beretta pistols, and the way 
Shok-Buff buffers last in 9mm pistols 
compared to .45s. 

In the first issue of sister publica- 
tion Ballistic, the staff did a survey of 19 
well-known firearms experts, myself 
included, asking what our preferred 
self-defense caliber was. The results 
were overwhelmingly in favor of 9mm. 
Top trainers like B.J. Norris, Bill Rogers, 
David Bahde, Ernest Langdon, Frank 
Proctor, Ken Hackathorn, Larry Vickers, 
Mike Seeklander, Paul Buffoni, Paul 
Howe, Paul Markel and Super Dave 
Harrington all have gravitated to 9mm 
as their preferred caliber. The fact that 
old die-hard .45 ACP guys like Ken 
Hackathorn and Larry Vickers have 
gravitated to the 9mm tells us a lot. 

® MAKING THE MOVE 

Based on a quick web search, I 
found 17 manufacturers listing 9mm 
191 Is: Colt, Dan Wesson, Ed Brown, 
Guncrafter, Kimber, Les Baer, Metro 
Arms, Nighthawk Custom, Remington, 
Republic Forge, Rock Island, Sig Sauer, 
Smith & Wesson, Springfield Armory, 

STI, Taurus and Wilson Combat. At 
Wilson Combat, we are seeing a sub- 
stantial increase in orders for 191 Is in 
9mm and a substantial increase in 9mm 
magazine sales. I'm sure other compa- 
nies in the 191 1 market are seeing the 
same increase in demand. 

Almost everyone I've turned on to 
9mm 1911s has had the same reaction, 
"Wow! This pistol is easy to shoot," and 
most of them now own one or more 
1911s chambered in 9mm. 

Don't get me wrong, I still like my 
1911 in .45 ACP as well as my Colt 
Pythons and always will, but due to 
the reasons listed above, I find myself 
shooting them less and less as time 
goes by. For me at least, a 9mm 1911 or 
a Beretta 92 in 9mm will pretty much do 
anything I need a self-defense or range 
handgun to do, and these days either a 
191 1 Ultralight Carry Compact 9mm or 
a Wilson Combat customized Beretta 92 
compact is my daily carry pistol. Which 
one I carry is dictated by whichever 
platform I'm shooting the most at any 
given time. I carry every day, and as I 
write this, my Ultralight Carry Compact 
X-TAC 9mm is on my hip in a Lo-Profile II 
concealment holster. 0D 
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ADCO 

adcosales.com 



ALIEN GEAR HOLSTERS 

aliengearholsters.com 



AMERICAN 

GUNSMITHING 

americangunsmith.com 



AMERICAN TACTICAL 

americantacticai.us 



ARMALASER 

armaiaser.com 



ARO-TEK LTD 

arotek.com 



BLACK HILLS 
AMMUNITION 

biack-hiiis.com 



BOB MERNICKLE 
HOLSTERS 

mernickiehoisters.com 



BOND ARMS 

bondarms.com 



CHARTER ARMS 

charterfirearms.com 



CHIP MCCORMICK 
CORPORATION 

cmcmags.com 



COMP-TAC 

comp-tac.com 



CYLINDER & SLIDE 

cyiinder-siide.com 



CZ-USA 

cz-usa.com 



DECAL GRIP 

decaigrip.com 



DESANTIS 

desantishoister.com 



DILLON PRECISION 

diiionprecision.com 



ELITE SURVIVAL 

eiitesurvivai.com 



FAB DEFENSE 

fab-defense.com 



GALCO 

gaicogunieather.com 



GSI INTERNATIONAL 

gsiinternationai.com 



GTUL 

mygtui.com 



HECKLER & KOCH 

hk-usa.com 



HKS SPEEDLOADERS 

hksspeedioaders.com 



HOGUE GRIPS 

hogueinc.com 



HORNADY 

hornady.com 



KAHR ARMS 

kahr.com 



KIMBER 

kimberamerica.com 



KIRPATRICK LEATHER 

kirpatrickieater.com 



KRISS USA 

kriss-usa.com 



LASERMAX 

iasermax.com 



LYMAN 

iymanproducts.com 



THE MAKO GROUP 

themakogroup.com 



MAGNAPROT 

magnaport.com 



MEC-GAR 

mec-gar.com 



MTR CUSTOM LEATHER 

mtrcustomieather.net 



NIC INDUSTRIES 

nicindustries.com 



NIGHTHAWK CUSTOM 

nighthawkcustom.com 



NORTH AMERICAN 
ARMS 

naaminis.com 



PANTEO PRODUCTIONS 

makeready.tv 



PREZINE LLC 

prezine.com 



REBOOT 

getfood3.com 



RESCO INSTRUMENTS 

rescoinstruments.com 



ROCK ISLAND ARMORY 

rockisiandarmory.com 



RUGER 

ruger.com 



SCCY 

sccy.com 



SIG SAUER 

sigsauer.com 



SMITH & WESSON 

smith-wesson.com/pc 



SPARTAN BLADES 

spartanbiadesusa.com 



SPRINGFIELD ARMORY 

springfieid-armory.com 



STEYR ARMS 

steyrarms.com 



TAGUA GUNLEATHER 

taguagunieather.com 



TAURUS 

aurususa.com 



TAYLOR’S & CO 

tayiorsfirearms.com 



UMAREX USA 

umarexusa.com 



UNDERTECH 

UNDERCOVER 

undertechundercover.com 



VERSACARRY 

versacarry.com 



VIRIDIAN 

iaseraimingsystems.com 



VZ GRIPS 

vzgrips.com 



WALTHER ARMS 

waitherarms.com 



WILSON COMBAT 

wiisoncombat.com 



ZERUST CONSUMER 
PRODUCTS 

zerustproducts.com 
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GUNSITE GOSSIP 




JEFF CDDPER 
FROM THE HIP 

Timeless excerpts from 

Gunsite Gargantuan Gossipl 



THROWING STONES: As we have 
long known, a man's weapon is less 
important than the man. Up in Littleton, 
Colorado, recently some creep went on 
a rampage and started shooting people. 
Since no firearm was ready to hand, a 
local construction worker terminated the 
action cleanly with a rock. The article did 
not say what caliber the rock was. 

SLEEP SAFE: In going back over 
some of the hunting adventures from the 
English colonial period I discovered the 
custom of sleeping with a pistol under 
one's pillow. This was presumably be- 
cause field accommodations were pretty 
fragile and one had no security apart 
from himself (“So what else is new?"). 
This raises the interesting question of 
what sort of pistol is best kept under the 
pillow. Much, of course, will depend upon 
the character of the individual in such 
matters as to how deeply he sleeps and 
how quickly he awakes. I think a good 
choice might well be a heavy-caliber 
Peacemaker. It may not be the most ef- 
ficient fighting tool around for one who is 
wide awake, but very little can go wrong 
with it, and a ready round of snake shot 
might prove to be just what is needed. 

CARRY HEAVY: If you are ever fortu- 
nate to be in a position where it seems 
necessary to pack two guns, take care 
to always to pack the heavy. Let your 
companion or your assistant pack the 
light. If an emergency occurs, you do not 
want to be standing there with the rapier 
in your hand while the man carrying your 
battle-ax has suddenly departed. 

DDUBLE-TAP DDCTRINE: Many 
years ago I instituted the doctrine of 
always placing two shots solidly in the 
center of the adversary's torso. This has 
become the rule throughout much of 
the world, and while it is not necessarily 
wrong, it ought not to be followed slav- 
ishly. In a gunfight the precise placement 
of a big bullet is what wins. That second 
shot is just for insurance. However, in 



certain competitive circles the need for 
an almost instantaneous second shot has 
lead to the introduction of small calibers, 
long slides and light loads. This is not 
a good answer and course designers 
should take note. 

TARGET IN SIGHT: I had always 
thought that the injunction not to shoot 
"until you can see the whites of their 
eyes" was properly attributed to Dr. 
Joseph Warren at Bunker Hill. Now I find 

“Experience is 
what you get when 
you don’t get 
what you wanted.” 

-ITALIAN PROVERB 

that Frederick the Great was supposed 
to have used the same caution several 
generations earlier. Be that as it may, it 
does raise an interesting point. Just how 
far away can one see the whites of the 
eyes? Check that out yourself sometime. 
Just what is the range at which you can 
see the whites of someone's eyes? 

STGP THE THREAT; We are some- 
what amused by the hysteria manifest 
in the press at the suggestion by Gordon 
Liddy that if one is menaced by bad guys 
(particularly the ninja) one is wise to 
shoot for the head. That statement has 
got a whole bunch of journalists and 
commentators bleeding from the nose. 
One wonders why it should. Where else 
should you shoot a man if he is probably 
wearing an armored vest? If you decide 
to shoot you have made the big decision. 
Where you place your shot is merely a 
technical matter. 

FALLING SHGRT: Have you noticed all 
these pictures of people shooting from a 
putative kneeling position and not using 
the knee? One would assume that error 
would be obvious even to a person who 




Colonel Jeff Cooper was a big proponent 
of powerful double-taps, with the second 
shot serving as insurance to end a fight. 



had never thought about it, but we are 
living in an age where people will not do 
anything because it makes sense and will 
cross the street against the red light sim- 
ply because they were never told not to. 

DEFINING HEROES: "Heroism" is not 
the same as coping. A man who does his 
job properly and succeeds through his 
own efforts is definitely to be commend- 
ed, but he is not a hero in the classic 
sense until he deliberately lays his life 
on the line for a cause he deems to be 
greater than himself. 

EVERYDAY THREATS; When 
people tell you that personally owned 
firearms are a source of deadly danger 
you may point out that according to the 
National Safety Council about twice as 
many people die from medical mal- 
practice as die from firearms accidents. 
Furthermore, there is no comparison 
to the risk from motor vehicles, falls, 
poisoning, drowning and simply choking 
to death on your food. 0D 



Note; The inteUectuaL property of Jeff Cooper is 
owned by Gunsite Acadenny and reprinted fronn 
Gunsite Gargantuan Gossip with their permission. 
Cooper’s books are available from the ProShop (928- 
636-4565; gunsite.com) andjeffcooperbooks.com. 
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WE 

DROPPED 
THE HAMMER 

ON THE COMPETITION. 

THE NEW P320. We asked leading law enforcement professionals 
what they required in a pistol. They told us they needed safe, tool-free 
disassembly. A smooth, consistent trigger pull. A proper fit for any hand 
size— not just a back strap. We listened. And carefully followed orders. The 
result is the P320. A superior pistol in every way. 




■PJ 




Learn more at 

SIGSAUER.COM/P320 



^s/mt 

when it counts^ 




KIMBER SPECIAL EDITION PISTOLS. 

UNEQUALLED QUALITY. UNMATCHED PERLQRMANCE. 




Kimber provides custom finishes and 
features that stand out in the crowd. 
Performance and dependability 
are not compromised when unique 
finishing details are desired. The 
Onyx Ultra II is chambered in 9mm 
and .45 ACP, and weighs in at 25 oz. 





Kimber Special Edition 1911s also 
include the Sapphire Ultra II with a 
compact frame and 3-inch barrel, 
and the Sapphire Pro II with a full 
size frame and 4-inch barrel. 




Kimber Tactical Wedge 3-dot 
green tritium night sights, 
ambidextrous thumb safety 
and slim grips are standard 
features in the Sapphire and 
Onyx gem models. 




PVD finish on slide and small parts 
and KimPro finish on the frame 
offer a unique and durable firearm. 
Intricate engraving accents the 
polished slide. 



f 





You 



(888) 243-4522 

KIMBERAMERICA.COM 
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